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CHAP. VOL. 
The DeviL upon Two Sricks takts Don 
CLEO AG a Morning Stroll.— Certain Cha- 


raters 7 the Ton. - 


Der CLEOFAS was on the moment 
of riſing, when the Devil upon Two 


Sticks entered his chamber. I was ra- 


ther apprehenſive, my dear friend,” faid 
the Count, . that ſome or other of your 


profeſſional undertakings would have kept | 
you from me till a much later hour. 1 
bad really appointed this morning for an 


exerciſe of patience.” The commiſſions 

of the laſt evening,” anſwered Aſmodeus, 

were very ſpeedily executed: out of five, 
Vol. II. a 
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I found four already compleated ; and as 
to the other, it required ſo litile of my in- 
terference, that though I may feel a natural 
ſatisfaction at the event, I cannot arrogate 
to myſelf any merit whatever on the ſuc- 
ceſs of it.” *© Though I moſt fincerely 
rejoice in your liberty,” ſaid Don Cleofas, 
I cannot play the hypocrite ſo far, as to 
| expreſs any ſatisfaction at your triumphs 
over poor human frailty, and eſpecially 
that part of it which is to be found in the 
female heart. Nor ſhall I be guilty 
of duplicity to you,” anſwered the Demon, 
<« by paying you any compliments upon 
the amiable. effuſions af your benevolent 
ſpirit ; your conſcience wa® not always, I 
believe, of ſuch a tender nature: but be 
that as it may, the buſineſs of. laſt night, 
though I had verydittle concern in it, may, 
notwithſtanding, afford you ſome enter- 
tainment; and, while you are taking your 
breakfaſt, I will, without any fear of of- 
FOG your delicacy „give you the pic- 
ue 
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3 affords of a Woman of Faſhion.” 
Don Cleofas ſmiled, and gave his moſt 
willing attention to the following relation: 


The WoMan of FASHION. 


« LREONORA was a wealthy orphan, who 
had been left, at a very early age, to the 
care of a maiden aunt, in a diſtant part of | 
the weſt of England. Mrs. P———=, 
for that was the lady's name, had been, for 
many years, an inhabitant of London, a 
devoted admirer of quality, and in the ha- 
bits of intimacy with ſeveral perſons, who 
had ſome little pretenſions to it. An ac- 
cident, however, befell her, which, though 
by no means generally known, or even 
ſuſpected, was of ſuch a nature, as to ren- 
der it rather prudent for her to retire, for | 
ſome time, to her country ſeat ;- where the 
practiſed oſtentatious charity, aſſumed the 
airs of high life, dictated to her provincial 
ons and conſoled herſelf in "DT 

8 onda Az, gs Eva the 
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the firſt perſon in her country ſocieties, for 
being no longer the laſt among her London 
acquaintance. To this lady, the lively, 
beautiful, and wealthy Leonora was entruſt- 
ed; and, under her tuition, was this charm- 
ing girl to be inſtructed in the accompliſh- 
ments of her fortune and ſtation, 


The firſt idea and principal objec of 
Mrs. P. =, was to inſtill into the mind 
of her niece, the ambition to become a 
woman of faſhion. The perfection of ſuch 
a character, as it was conceived in the mind 
of the old lady, was the model on which 
Leonora was to be formed. Her vivacity 
was, by no means, unſuitable to her years; 
but her aunt was very attentive to check 
the flow of it, by aſſuring her that ſhe 
would be too boiſterous for a woman of 
faſhion. The good lady's arguments in 
| favour, or to the diſadvantage of any part 
of Leonora's conduct, all ended in deſcri- 
bing its approach to, or deviation from, 
her favourite character. The accompliſh» 


IN ENGLAND L 
ments of her ſex, which the careleſs levity 
of youth uſed ſometimes to neglect, were 
not repreſented to her as neceſſary to the 
ornament or comfort of her life, but 
urged merely as the effential accompani - 
ments of the faſhionable character; as no 
one couldfigure, with propriety, in faſhiona- 
ble circles, or even gain a welcome admiſ- 
ſion into them, who did not. poſleſs the 
paſſport of elegant education. | 


«© Mrs. P appeared to conſider 
religion as a matter of no conſequence 
whatever in forming the ming of her young 
relation. The faſhionable manner of walk» 
ing up the aiſle of a church, and exerci» 
fing the ceremonies of a pew, were all the 
taught her concerning her duty to the Crea - 
tor. Whether Mrs. P was of opi- 
nion that women of faſhion have nothing 
to do with Heaven, I do not pretend to 
determine; but ſhe certainly never made 
the leaſt mention of ſuch a place to poor 
Leonora; and left the clergyman, in his 
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5 weekly diſcourſe, to preach about it to her, | 
in common with the reſt of his congrega- 
tion. 


ce. Leonora, as may be very naturally 
ſuppoſed, did not at all like the formality 
of her aunt, and her lively ſpirits broke 
out, ſometimes, in oppoſition to it; fo 
that the old lady, from one cauſe or ano- 
ther, was under continual apprehenſions 
that her niece would never become a wo- 

man of faſhion. Nay, the girl hearing, 
one morning while ſhe was at breakfaſt, a 
pack of hounds in full cry, ſprang from her 
ſeat, overturned the table, ran into the 
field, and followed the chace, till ſhe had 
Tearce a ſhoe to her foot, or a rag to her 
back. This circumſtance was of ſuch a 
nature, as to make Mrs. P——— deſpair 
of ever reducing the Tom-boy character, 
as ſhe was pleaſed to call it, of her giddy 
relation, to any thing like the ſobriety of 
decorum, ſo effentially requiſite to the cha- 
nter of a woman of faſhion. | 


5 There 


* 
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Vo There was, however, one method 
yet untried, by which the good lady 


thought that a proper ambition might be 


inſinuated into Leonora's mind; and that 


was to employ her in reading aloud the 


London newſpapers; which, as they con- 


tain an epttome of what paſſes in the polite 
world, might, with the aſſiſtance of certain 
explanatory comments, ſerye as a very cor- 


rect ſource of inſtruction; and help to. fit 


her for the character which it was the fond- 
eſt ambition of her aunt to ſee her attain. — 
I foould die in peace, ſaid Mrs. P——, 


frequently to her niece, if I could once 


5 ee you a woman of faſhion.” 


+146: In conſequence of this plan, Leonora 


began her newſpaper ſtudies; and took ſo 
kindly to the occupation, that her aunt be- 


gan to form the moſt flattering hopes of 


her future conſequence. Nor were her con- 


jectures erroneous; for within a month af- 
ter this courſe of inſtruction had commen- 
ced, the following converſation took og 


between them : 


Ag: | And 


A 
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And pray, my dear madam, de- 
manded Leonora, what is this journey 
to Gretna Green, that I fee fo fre- 

* quently mentioned in the papers ?— 4 
* runaway marriage is a folly, ray dear, 
anſwered Mrs. P » © that pepple of 

© faſhion are ſometimes guilty of.” © And 
what is this ſtrange account, ſaid the 

young lady, of a certain Ducheſs having 
_ © loſt ten thouſand vg at Faro, in the 
* courſe of a week ?— Gaming, an- 
ſwered the old lady, © is a practice I do 
not approve ; but women of faſhion can- 
© not always avoid it,—they muſt ſometimes 
© comply with the wiſhes of their friends. 


But do explain to me, my dear, dear 


* aunt? exclaimed Leonora, this unin- 
© telligible ſtory of a lady, not an hun- 
© dred miles from Berkeley Square, who 
© is faid to have given ſome very ſprouting 
© ornaments to her hnſband's temples.'— 
Ah! my dear niece,' replied the good 
lady, women of faſhion will have their 


- © caprices.'—In ſhort, the new! papers af- 


forded 
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forded all the inſtruction to the niece that 
the aunt could wiſh; and ſo apt a ſcholar 
did the young lady prove,—that Mrs. 
P determined, at once, to give her 
an immediate ſeaſon at Bath, as a prepara- 

tion for the more enlarged of Lon- 


don. 


« Leonora was lively, handſome, and 
heireſs to a fortune of three thouſand a year. 
It will, therefore, be readily believed, that 
ſhe was univerſally admired: —in ſhort, 
Leonora danced, fell violently in love, and 
ran away to Scotland, with a younger bro · 
ther of good family and ſmall fortune. As 
ſoon as ſhe was married, ſhe wrote to her 
aunt, informing her, that ſhe had taken 
a journey to Gretna Green, and that ſhe 
did not doubt of being forgiven, as it a- 
a folly that people of faſhion were ſometimes | 
_ guilty of: Mrs. P- was not 
altogether pleaſed, but finding that her 
niece had married a gentleman of good 
family, and was of courſe likely to become 
A 155 85 a woman 
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a woman of faſhion, ſhe made her a pre- 
ſent of ſome family jewels, and retired to 
her own country reſidence. 


Leonora now entered into all the gaiety 
of faſhionable life; — her whole time was 
engroſſed by the occupations of dreſs 
and the vanity of pleaſure, - by public 
amuſements and private parties. —It fo 
happened, indeed, that at one of the lat- 
ter, ſhe engaged at a faſhionable game of 
chance, and loſt a very conſiderable ſum 
of money: of this circumſtance, ſome good- 
humoured friend informed her aunt in the 
country; and to the letter of remonſtrance 
which the good lady wrote upon the occa- 
ſion, Leonora replied, in anſwer, that though 
gaming was by no means what ſhe approv- 
ed, yet women of faſhion cannot always 
avoid it ; they muſt ſometimes comply with 
the diſpoſition of their friends. For ſix 
months after their marriage, Leonora and 
her huſband were paſſionately fond of each 
. then became as faſhionably 


indifferent, 
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indifferent, as people of faſhion need to 
be.—She was by far too handſome not to 
have ſuitors in plenty, and too incautious 
not to be ſeduced,” continued the Demon, 
with very little aſſiſtance from me; and 
Mrs. P „ will ſoon read in, her 
darling newſpapers, that her niece is /u/- 

' pected of having enriched the temples of her 
huſband,—The old lady will, on this intel- 
ligence, haſten up to town;—and in anſwer | 
to her reproof on the occaſion, her niece 
is prepared to reply, that women of faſhion 
will have their caprices. In ſhort, Mrs. 
P „ may now die in peace; for Leo- 

nora 16 a complete woman of taſhiop.” 


« And ſo much,” ſaid Don Cleofas, 
| ſmiling, «for the care of a maiden aunt 
in the country.” In this inſtance,” faid 
the Demon, I muſt acknowledge, it has 
not been ſucceſsful; but it is, by no means, 
the worſt mode of female education em- 
ployed in this country, when the aunt hass 
common - underſtanding. Poor Leonora | 
{ OY A 6 7 5 was 
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was truly unfortunate in the guardian of 


her youth; for her vivacity was that of 
innocence, and wanted nothing but the 
attentions of a rational inſtructor, to be- 
come the guardian, inſtead of being the 
* of her virtue. 


— 


ee But it is now time,” NUN the 


Demon, © to haſten your toilette, that I 


may proceed in the courſe of my morning 


of inſtructions; a ſtroll in ſome of the moſt 


frequented parts of this er:d of the town, 
will furniſh me with every r 
I can deſire.” 


n Ce 


thin man, ſaid Aſmodeus, who appears 
to be in ſuch a violent hurry, is a baronet, 
who holds himſelf forth as a character of 


univerſal benevolence. He is a great pro- 
moter of charitable ſubſcriptions, and loves 
to ſee his name in the public liſts of thoſe 


es contribute to them. As a proof of 


his philanthropy, he devotes 2 part of 


- 
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every morning to an attendance on the 
principal public office of the. police, to 
gratify the finer feelings of his heart, in 
hearing the examination of the various of- 
fenders who are brought before it, A very 
notorious villain is, this day, to appear 
there, on the charge of a murder, which 
was attended with circumſtances of un- 
common cruelty; and the amiable knight 


is now hurrying thither an hour before the '_ 


time of buſineſs, in order to ſecure him- 
ſelf a commodious place.“ 


But tell me, I pray you,” faid Don 
Cleofas, ** what ſupetb hotel is this before 
us?“ —“ It is,” anſwered the Demon,— 
ce the reſidence of the Prince of Wales, 
the Heir Apparent to the Britiſh empire; 
in which an enormous expence has been 
employed, with very little taſte, and leſs 
knowledge.“ —Is it not poſſible,” demand- 
ed the Count, to gratify my curioſity with 
a ſight of that illuſtrious perſonage? 
«© Moſt affuredly,” anſwered Aſmodeus. 
. Indeed, 


1 


*; 
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e Indeed, I have no doubt but you will 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing him in the 

courſe of our morning's walk. His Royal 
Highneſs loves to'appear without form or 
parade, and mixes in ſociety, and purſues 
his amvſements with the eaſe and freedom 
of a private gentleman. Your Spaniſh 
pride will be aſtoniſhed at the familiarity 
with which he mingles in the ann of or- 
e life.“ | 


61 ſuppoſe,” "Ty . Cleofas, ce that 
the gentleman who has juſt iſſued on horſe- 
back from the court of the hotel, with a 
groom following him, is one of the Royal 
houſnold. If I may gueſs: from the vio- 
lent rate at which he gallops along the 

ſtreet, he is diſpatched on buſineſs of the 
firſt importance. His zeal in his maſter's 
ſervice is certainly very great, as he ſeems 
to run no n riſque of his life in the ex- 
ecution of it. Prepare yourſelf then 
to be a little ſurpriſed, my good friend, 
replied Aſmodeus, ſmiling, * for that very 
! perſon 
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perſon is the Prince himſelf. 4 If that 
can be poſſible,” ſaid the Count, with a 
look and ſhrug of the utmoſt ſurpriſe, all 
I have to obſerve on the ſubject is, that if 
my. head ſtood the leaſt chance of wearing 
a crown, I would not be quite ſo carelefs 
of the neck that ſupports it.” * There 
are many very ſenſible people,” obſerved 
the Demon, © who are preciſely of your 
opinion: but we ſhall ſee more of this il- 

luſtrious perſonage hereafter ;?—* and, I 
truſt,” ſaid the Count, * in a ſituation 
more to his advantage. That I cannot 
abſolutely promiſe,” anſwered Aſmodeus : 
But, at preſent, I. muſt intreat you to 
transfer your attention to the ſtalking figure 
that approaches us, with a' ſtar glittering 
on his breaſt, and a crimſon ribband hang- 


ing acroſs his waiſtcoat, which makes ſo | 


eaſy a reſting-place for his left-hand. Re- 
gard, I beſeech you, the nice adjuſtment 
of the- colours of his dreſs, to diſplay, 


with the moſt ſtriking effect, his NN 
of knighthood. | | 


He 


\ 
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He is, I aſſure you, one of thoſe 
pleaſant men, who are perfectly ſatisfied 
with themſelves, and whoſe whole happi- 
nels conſiſts in the uniform ſincerity of 
ſelf-applauſe. He daily ſallies forth, not 
with the idle ſpirit of antient knighthood, 
in ſearch of adventures, but to offer him- 
ſelf and his diſtinguiſhed decorations to 
the public gaze. After a patrole through 
| ſome of the more frequented and faſhion- 
able ſtreets, he returns home, and con- 
ſoles himſelf through the remainder of a 
dull day, with an occaſional application to 
the looking-glaſs, and the pleaſure which 
reſults from reflecting on the morning ex- 
hibition of his perſonal ſplendour. The 
generality of people connect the pleaſure 
of ſeeing, with that of being ſeen ; but 
ſuch is his calm philoſophy, that his wiſhes 
do not extend beyond the latter ſatisfac- 


6c The tall, well-looking man that fol- 
lows him, is a knight of another caſt, who 
5 | 7 


EE 
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is alſo very fond of walking the ſtreets, but 

for a leſs innocent and leſs honourable pur- 
poſe: He is a baronet of conſiderable 
fortune, who lets his country-ſeat, and 
lives entirely in town, for no better rea- 
ſon, than to carry on intrigues with mil- 
liners apprentices, ſervant maids, and the 
lower claſs of females. -. He prowls about 
the town in ſearch of ſuch objects as ſuit 
his depraved fancy, and then returns home 
to meet a little infamous German Baron, 
whom he keeps in conſtant pay, with a 
ſubordinate female agent, to hunt down 
the game that he has diſcovered. From 
this account of the gentleman, you will 
not be ſurpriſed that he is always ſeen 
alone. His occupations, you may ob- 
ſerve, would make companions inconve- 
nient; but this is not all,—faſhionable 
amuſements delight him not, and even ele- 
gant vice diſdains him: ſo that his whole 
ſociety conſiſts of the panders of his paſ- 
ſions, and the unhappy wretches who are 
ſeduced to gratify them. By your ſarcaſ- 
dic 
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* 
tic ſmile,” continued Aſmodeus, «I per- 


ceive that you conſider him as a favourite 
engine of my miniſtry; but your ſagacity 
is deceived: his are petty, grovelling miſ- 
chiefs, that e the cauſe 1 was formed 
to x 7 


« Tell me then,” bid Den Clevfas,— 
« who is that ſingular figure whom I ſaw 
in the elegant vis-a-vis that has juſt paſſed 
us.“ —© You will not ſuppoſe, I fancy, 
replied the Demon, * that he, atleaſt, has 
any ſhare in my concerns; when I tell you 
that he is a Caſfrato. This neutral kind 
of animal is a finger at the Italian opera; 
who, for a winter's exhibition of, his vocal 
powers, is paid the ſum of fifteen hundred 
pounds; with the allowance of a brilliant 
equipage, a good houſe, an handſome table, 
and a public benefit; beſides the numerous 
preſents of the nobility and perſons of 
faſhion, at whoſe private concerts he con- 
deſcends to aſſiſt. * This, indeed, is a 
co country,” 5 Don Cleo- 
fas, 


— 
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= 
- 


fas, © in which every ſpecies of merit is ſure - 


of a reward !” 


* 


« You will be confirmed in your opi- 


nion, obſerved the Demon, © when TI in- - 


form you concerning the perſon who has 
juſt deſcended from his carriage, at the 
door of the great hotel before us. He is 
a quack of the firſt claſs and pretends, 
by the power of ſympathy, or what he calls 
animal magnetiſm, to cure all the diſor- 
ders of the human frame, without any ap- 


plication whatever to the powers of medi - 


cine.” He attends there on a lady of the 
firſt faſhion, for a diſorder in her eyes, 
acquired by the midnight vigils of the 
gaming- table; and whoſe impatience at 
being kept ſo long from her darling em- 


ployment by the regular care of regular 


men, has ſent for this wretched empi- 
ric, who promiſes, in a very ſhort time, 
to charm away her. complaint. Moſt 
luckily for him, he is called upon at a 
period when the diſorder is yielding 

| the 


\ 
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the treatment which had been already pur- - 


A ſued and he will actually obtain the cre- 


dit of the cure, by his impertinent mum- 


mery, which had, in fact, been already 


performed by the practical {kill of thoſe 
who een him. 


The good ſenſe of the nation n naturally 
treats with contempt and diſdain ſuch ex- 
amples of empirical effrontry; but till 
theſe crafty people find a reſource in the 
weak, who are eaſily deceived, in the lo- 
vers of novelty, who are eager to try any 
thing they never heard of before, —in the 
curious, who are ever willing to pay their 
money to fatisfy their curioſity, —in the 


_ - hypochondriac, who exiſts by ringing 
changes upon remedies, —and in the deſ- 
Ppariing,—who, having been given up as 


incurable by regular practice, - can hardly 


be blamed for applying to the vaunting 
Promiſes of quackery. Hence it is, that 


in thus e e the weak and the 
; un ought- 


IN ENOLAND. if 


rhoughtleſs, furniſh a ſupport for i ignorance, | 


impudence and 8 8 0 


But in order to change the claſs of our 5 
ſubjects, which have not hitherto been of 


the firſt order, —and to awaken in your 
mind thoſe feelings which are the moſt 
congemal to your nature, let me requeſt 
your attention,” continued Aſmodeus, * to 
the perſon who 1s coming ſlowly down the 


ftreet on horſeback, followed by a groom 


in a blue livery. 


He is a gentleman who was born to a 


great fortune, and ſucceeded to his inheri- 


tance at an early period of life, — His 

talents were, by no means, of the firſt clafs, 

but they received every aid and advantage 
which education could beſtow. 


On his return from the tour of Europe, he 
appeared on the theatre of faſhionable life 
with eclat and reſpect.— His manners were 

amiable, his accompliſhments elegant, and 
i | his 
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his fortune conſiderable, He had no vices to 
indulge, and no violent paſſions to gratify. 
He never ſat down to a card-table, but at 
private afſemblies,—and his attachment to 
the fairer ſex never betrayed itſelf in a man- 
ner that ought to diſgrace him. — He was 
humane, and he was generous, — but was 
never. extravagant.— He did not with to 
hoard up, and he was determined not to 
run out. He perfectly underſtood the ac- - 
commodation of means to ends; and was, 
therefore, never heated by the fever of 
luxurious enjoyment, or chilled by the cold 
fits of ſatiety, inconvenience or diſtreſs. 


« Such a man, you will ſay, was formed 
to be happy; but it is not in my power to 
deſcribe him as poſſeſſing the happineſs he 
ſo well deſerves :—for, with all his good 
ſenſe, and in ſpite of all his precaution, he 
became enamoured of a lady whom it was 
impoſſible for him to poſſeſs. —She was in 
the higheſt rank of nobility ; and though 5 
by no means beyond the reach of his for- - 


tune 
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tune and ſituation , would never have been 
yielded to him, but from the influence of 
that mutual regard which did not exiſt, — 
Indeed the lady was not only engaged, at 
this period, to a young nobleman of her 
own choice, which was, in itſelf, an invin- 
cible obſtacle to this gentleman's preten- 
ſions ; but with a fruitleſs vanity, that. de- 
ſerves the harſheſt name, ſhe thought pro- 
per to amuſe herſelf with deriding that af- 
fection which her charms had produced in 
the breaſt of an amiable man; who, if he 
could not-obtain her love, at * deſerved 
her pigs „ IQL35 226434 r 


25 Few ſerie! time hi Rruggled THO 
che paſſion that - poſſeſſed him, but ſtrug · 
gled in vain. The barbed arrow remained 
in his heart, and the mortification which 
he received from the filly, cruel vanity of 
the beloved object, added venom to the 
point. He, therefore, very wiſely deter- 

mined to remove himſelf from the immedi- | 
| . ate 


1 
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ate ſcene of his diſappointment,—and ac. 
n, retired to the continent. 


« In Nan of place,—in a variety 
of amuſements,—and even in the follies of 
diſſipation, — he ſought for that peace which 
he could not find. The ſorrows of his 
mind were too deeply rooted to admit of 
any immediate palliation. They poſſeſſed 
an obſtinacy that ſeemed to threaten a 
length of exiſtence equal to his own. The 
world, with all its gay delights, afforded 
him but a temporary remedy ; and he de- 
termined to change it for a life of ſoli- 
tude. He retreated, therefore, to a ſmall 
town delightfully ſituated in Savoy, where 
he applied himſelf to ſevere and unre- 


mitting ſtudy. 


ee In the progreſs of his literary purſuits, 
he began to find that eaſe to his heart which 
encouraged him to continue them. After 
three years . reſidence 1 in this place, he made 
c aclaſlical vilit to \ Ltaly, and then returned 
to 
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to England — but he no ſooner approached 
his native ſhore, than he diſcovered, what 
he himſelf ſuſpected, that the wound which 
love had made in his peace, was not per- 
fectly healed; and his former unfortunate 
prepoſſeſſion, though greatly diminiſhed 
in its violence, ſtill lives in his heart. 
He has, therefore, devoted himſelf to a 
ſingle life, with all the qualities which 
would enſure | happineſs to the connubial 
ſtate, 


« The circumſtances of his earlier 


years, which were not generally known at | 


the time, are now not known at all; and 
he is conſidered as an elegant, amiable and 
well read man, whom every one loves; 
but unhappily afflicted with thoſe hypo- 
chondrical affections which every TRE. 
pities.” 
4 DI 4 
“ And . this worthy gen- 
tleman's affection, faid Don Cleofas, 
„% may I be permitted to alk, what is be- 
Var. I. FVV 
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come of her ?”— © She is alive and well,” 
anſwered Aſmodeus, and obliged to be 
ſatisfied. Her Lord is extremely diſſipated, 
but at the ſame time contrives not to injure 
his fortune; and is continually running af- 
ter other women, but has not, hitherto, 
_ ſhewn any diſpoſition to beat her; and this 
is all the comfort ſhe derives from him.— 
She has aſon, indeed, a very amiable young 


man, who has been lately married to 


his charming couſin; and ſhe now looks 

forward, with anxious expectation, to 
the happy time, when the young people 
will make a grandmother of her. ; 


e My attention, however, is now called, 
ſaid Don Cleofas, to an object that does 
not look forward to enjoy the pleaſures of 
ſuch a character for many years to come, 
if ſhe ſhould wiſh ever to enjoy it at all. 
Miternal, or grand-maternal pleaſures will 
not, I fear, compoſe any part of the hap- 
pineſs of her life: The lady who is coming 
this way, * & young man in 
2 . A a military 
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a military habir, appears to be a coquette 


of the firſt order. How lively and anima- 


ted are her looks !-and with what a volubi- 
lity of ſpeech does ſhe addreſs the compa- 


nion of her walk, as ſhe paſſes along! Weelv * 


ſuch a charming figure ſhe muſt” be daily 
making conqueſts ; and, from what I have 


ſcen of her manners, I preſume that ſhe is 
equally well qualified to diſdain them :— | 


Like the laſt lady you were mentioning, 
ſhe can, I fancy, take ſome little pains to 
create a paſſion, and then gr at the fool 
for ſuffering it to torment him.” 


„ With 9 to vivacity,” anſwered 
Aſmodeus, that muſt be viſible to every _ 
one who ſees her ;—but her real character 
is only known to thoſe who know her well; 
and from them ſhe receives the tribute of 
regard and admiration which ſhe ſo juſtly 


deſerves. With all that uncommon flow 
of ſpirits which ſhe poſleſſes, —ſhe neither 
wants prudence or ſenſibility”; ; and there 

. is 


| 
| 
| 
| 


. 
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is not, in this kingdom, perhaps, a woman 


of her -age, or indeed of any age, who 


gives more proper examples of both.— 


She has good counſels for the unexperien- 


ld, and a friendly tear for the unfortu- 
nate; and while ſhe is adorned with the 
ſofter virtues of her ſex, that vivacity of 


diſpoſition, which led you to form, ſuch 


an unfavourable opinion of her, enables 


her to ſupport the troubles of a very em- 


barraſſing ſituation.— She is a widow ; her 
| huſband, whom ſhe dearly loved, and ſin- 


cerely laments, died about two years ago 


and, ſince that time, ſhe has been engaged 


in a moſt troubleſome, vexatious, and 
oppreſſive law-ſuit, with his younger bro- 


ther, who was heir to his fortune, and re- 
fuſes to fulfill certain bequeſts of a will 


made in her favour. In this conteſt, her 
reſolution has been ſuch, as to baffle her 
opponents, and will cauſe her final tri- 


umph over them. 
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&* So far from being a coquette, accord- _ 


ing to your ſuſpicions, - ſhe has not a ſingle 
trait of that character in her compoſition. 
Very great offers have been made her, and 
ſhe might be married to-morrow, to ſplen--- 
dour and titles ; but without making any 
fooliſh reſolution againſt repeating the 
marriage vow, ſhe has determined to re- 

main in her preſent ſituation, till ſhe is, 
one way or other, entirely freed from the 
very unpleaſant circumſtances in which 
ſhe is at preſent involved. An hiſtory of 
them would occaſion my engaging you in 
a ſcene of injuſtice, that is very foreign to 
our preſent purſuits; I ſhall, therefore, 
content myſelf with informing you of an 

inſtance of her vivacity and ſpirit, during 
the winter, which, I am certain, will af- 
ford you no common ſatisfaction. - 


„ You muſt know then, that this lady 
had been aſſured, again and again, by thoſe _ 
whom ſhe well knew would never deceive 
her, that a certain vain young man of 
| + Sn Hſhion, 


woman: 1 having W e himſelf in all 
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e who had the honour of ſis acquain- 
rance, was continually throwing out hints 


among his friends, that ſhe granted fa- 


vours to him, which the firſt man on earth 
would not be able to obtain. It was not 
in her character, to condeſcend ſo far as 


to remonſtrate perſonally with him on his 
5 impertinence, or to lament to her friends 


the cruelty of ſuch an infinuation, and to 
beg ſome of them to revenge the inſult. 


In this buſineſs, as in every other, ſhe 
acted from herſelf; and accordingly took 
the opportunity, during a very inclement 


part of the winter, to ſend him a formal 
invitation ta. dinner, at her houſe, which 


zs about three miles from town. The fop, 
elated beyond meaſure by this attention, 


communicated the circumſtance, in all the 
eagerneſs of vanity, to his friends, exhi- 


bited the card, with all thoſe cunning 


looks and half remarks, which were to de- 
note what he wiſhed to have ſuppoſed of 
the nature of his connection with the lovely 


the 
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the elegance of a faſhionable Adonis, was, 
on the day appointed, received by her 2 
that eaſy politeneſs and frank good- hu 
mour, which diſtinguiſh her manners. — 
After a quarter of an hour had paſſed in 
the chit chat of the day, and on the cruel 
continuance of bad weather, ſhe told him 
that he would have but a whimſical dinner; 
© for,” ſaid ſhe, in a ſarcaſtic tone, I ſhall 
take the liberty of giving you your deſert | 


firſt: and immediately ringing the bell, ſhe ' - 


ordered, in a very peremptory manner, the 
two ſervants who appeared on the occaſion, 
to take the gentleman, and turn him, as 
unceremoniouſly as they thought proper, 
out of her doors; informing him, at the 
ſame time, that it was on account of the 
liberties he had taken with her character, 
that ſhe now ordered the preſent liberty to 
be taken with his perſon. Whether it was' 
from cowardice or aſtoniſhment, or an 
union of them both, I do not pretend to 
determine, but he ſubmitted to the diſci- 
Jn without the leaſt reſiſtance ; and this 

1 but» 
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butterfly of a drawing- room, found him- 
ſelf on an open road, and in a violent fall 
of ſnow, from which he had no means of 
ſheltering his fine - clad form, but by ap- 
plying to the protection of a broad-wheel 
waggon, whoſe ſlow progreſs. gave him a 
molt fortunate opportunity to reflect on his 
folly, and the proper manner in which he 
was chaſtiſed for it. The lady had previ- 
ouſly invited a conſiderable party of her 
friends to paſs the evening with her, the 
mirth of which was infinitely heightened 
by the lively manner in which ſhe deſcribed 
the allignation and 1 of the day. 4 


| 80 e was Don Cleofas with. this 
moſt pleaſant hiſtory, and fo eager to ex · 
preſs his ſatisfaction on the occaſion, that 
be was in great apparent danger from a 
poſt-chaiſe and four, that was paſſing in 
great ſpeed along Piccadilly, at the mo- 
ment when he was croſſing it. 5 


1 muft beg leave to interrupt your re- 
alen, my dear friend,” ” ſaid Aſmo- 
deus, 
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deus, © by aſking you, if you took any no- 
tice of the gentleman in that carriage which, 
hurried along fo near you: — Indeed Idid 
not, geplied the Count; © for, to tell you 
the paths I do not believe that I ſhall, for 
ſome time, be able to think of any thing 
but the charming woman, whoſe becom=- 
ing ſpirit. and good. ſenſe excites my moſt 
ſincere admiration. “ Be that as it may,” 


anſwered the Demon, © I muſt not ſuffer © 


the young man, with all his rapidity, to 
eſcape us. The errand upon which he is 
gone, may not. excite in you a degree of 
wonder by any means ſimilar to that with 
which you are now impreſſed ; for dupes 
and fools may be found in every quarter, , 
while a wiſe woman is 2 rara avis, not of- 


ten e of, and leſs often ſeen. 


“This gentleman is an Officer oft the 
Guards, who! is related to a Peer of a ſingular 7 
but worthleſs character, whom he affected 
to treat, before his acceffion to the honour 
and fortune of his family, with a moſt ab- 
| | . i _K-— ſolute - 


. 


34 DEVIL UPON TWO TICKS 


ſolute contempt and abhorrence,—but to 
+ whoſe will, however abſurd and imperious, 
| fince he is become a Lord, he manifeſts 
the moſt ſervile and diſgraceful ſubmiſſion. 
'This morning he has received a letter from 
his Lordſhip's Steward, which informs him, 
that his noble couſin has paid the laſt debt 
of nature, at the family ſeat; and that by his 
will, he ſucceeds to a legacy of ten thou- 
- ſand pounds, and a diamond ring of great 
F;rxalue: At alſo requeſts his immediate pre- 
ſence in the country, in order to attend the 
funeral.— In conſequence of this informa. 
tion, he clad himſelf in the deepeſt mourn- 
ing, and ſet off expreſs, as we have juſt ſeen 

him, to pay the laſt ſad duties to his deceaſ- 
ed relation. He will arrive at the end of his 
' haſty } Journey to-motrow morning; when, 
to his utter aſtoniſhment, he will find the 
noble Lord ſauntering on the lawn before 
his houſe, in perfect health, and in very 
impatient expectation of this doleful viſit, 
which he had himſelf contrived, in order 
to enjoy te e and the ſables of his 
| amiable 
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amiable couſin; to laugh at the facility 
with which he was duped, and to hold him 
forth to the raillery of all his acquaintance» 
Such an impertinent, and even cruel ex o- 
ſure of him, the brave officer has not the 
ſpirit to reſent;—but, will endeavour to 
blunt the edge of his perſecution, by joining 
in the laugh againſt Mbit. * 


oP? cannot help obſerving,” faid the 1 
Count, though I aſſure you, without the 
leaſt intention to flatter, that you diſplay a 
moſt happy judgment in contraſting the 
characters which you are ſo kind as to . 
ab for my amuſement and inftruc- 

In order therefore to preſerve the 
— — your Lordſhip is pleaſed to enter- 
tain of me,” anſwered Aſmodeus, I muſt 
_ deſire you toregard, with a very particular 
attention, the gentleman now croſſing the 
ſtreet towards us, who wears ſuch an caly N 
ſmile on his cou ntenance, and mutters his 
thoughts to himſelf; as he walks along.— 
He is a perſon, of great worth and a dupe, 
| but 


\ 
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but of a very different kind from the laſt, 
for he confeſſes himſelf to be ſo.— Indeed, 
his dupery deſerves a better name,—as it 
confiſts in an accommodation to cireum- 
ſtanees which he knows not how to remedy. 
He himſelf, and I think without any per- 
verſion of the term, denominates it pru- 


| | dence;—and in ſpeaking of him, I ſhall 


give you the portrait of what I call a Pride 

dent mee 

He is a er e and 
* great fortune. His natural abilities re- 
ceived'every advantage that the moſt po- 
lite education could beftow on them; and 
| he poſſeſſes all the experience that exten- 
five travels, and. the habits of public life 
can afford him.—With the moſt finiſhed 
zccompliſhments, he is bleſſed with a diſ- 
poſition to make them acceptable to every 
kind of people, and all who know him, 
love him. Among men of literature, he 
_ Is the poliſhed ſcholar and chaſte critic; in 
polite ſocieties, he is the caſy, well bred 


man 
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man of faſhion; and, in the more convi- 
vial parties, he is the jovial companion.— 
When he is in the country, he will follow 
the pleaſures of the chaſe with ardour, and 
join in the mirth of the evening that ſuc- 
ceeds it, —In ſhort, he has the power of 
aſſociating himſelf to every kind of allow- 
able character, and the ready inclination to 


do it :—but he is married. —Very ſoon _. 


after his return from his foreign tour, he 8 
demanded in marriage the daughter of his 
father's moſt intimate friend: his propoſals 
were accepted with unfeigned ſatisfaction, 
and he was ſoon united to the object of 
his wiſhes: Matilda was a beautiful girl, 
highly accompliſhed, and ſuppoſed to pof- 
ſels a very good underftanding, when ſhe 
was married to a man who was formed to 
make a ſenſible woman the happieſt of her 
ſex. But from a fooliſh, wayward vanity, - 
which-was encouraged by his laviſh indul- 
gence, ſhe ſunk, in a very ſhort time, into 
all the fupercilious habits of a fine lady, — 
a_ became a Need maſs of fickleneſs, 
: non- 
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nonſenſe, and affectation. She even fan- 
cied herſelf above the general nature of her 
ſex ;—was ſuperior to all thoſe attentions 
and employments which afford ſo much 
real delight to the- nuptial ſtate, and re- 
ſigned the whole. buſineſs of domeſtic con- 
cerns, and all the cares of parental duty to 
her huſband. —To dreſs, to attend public 
amuſements, and to invent a faſhion, are 
the active parts of her character: to lan- 
guifh in her dreſſing- room, to be incapable ' 
of the leaſt exerciſe, and to be alarmed at 
thoſe exertions which are neceſſary to the 
common offices of life, compoſe the nega- 
tive part of it Without being guilty of 
any actual vice, ſhe never practiſes any 
actual virtue; and though ſhe does not ab- 
ſolutely wiſh to give offence,—is very 
fr from diſcovering any deſire to commu- 
nicate pleaſure. 


« He is ankoory for low can any 
man of ſenſibility be otherwiſe, when he 
finds his expectations of matrimonial com- 

| fort 
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fort ſo completely diſappointed? His fond 
attentions poſſeſſing all the uniformity of 
affection, are not always received, and very. 
ſeldom returned with that kindneſs which. 
they deſerve;—and the manner of life moſt 
ſuited to his character and wiſhes, is con- 
tinually interrupted by the capricious fan- 
cies of this unreflecting beauty.— She will 
determine, on a ſudden, to go into the coun- 


try; and as ſhe 1 is never contradicted, che 


immediate arrangements take place for 
comply ing with her deſire.— In a fortnight, 
perhaps, her ſpirits demand a change of 
air, and ſome diſtant bathing place is 
thought neceſſary to relieve their languor. 
Her jewels are new ſet every winter; - the 
plate is frequently melted down to take a 
new form, and her coach is known to have 
been painted twice in fix months. — Thus 
his amuſements are obſtructed, his agree- 
able ſocieties are troubled, and the fruits 
of his ſtudious enquiries blaſted, by the ele- 
gant folly and uncorrected vanity of a 
fantaſtic woman, A AE 
ln: «A ſele&t 
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e A ſelect party of real friends, for he 
has many of them, finding that the diſ- 
tant jeer or pleaſant ſarcaſm, however va- 
ried and repeated, do not awaken him from 
that ſupine ſtate of ſubmiſſion, which ſepa- 
rates him from them, and keeps him a ſlave, 
where ſlavery is moſt unmanly and diſ- 
| graceful, waited upon him ſo lately as yeſ- 
terday morning, to remonſtrate on the 

. folly of his conduct, and to urge him, in 
the ſtrongeſt manner, to ſave himſelf and 
the object of his affection, by ſpirited and 
timely exertions, from becoming the joke 
or the pity of all who know them. — He 


+ +», received them with his - uſual kindneſs, 


| pleaded guilty, without the leaſt reſerve or 
heſitation, to all their accuſations, and con- 
cluded his grateful anſwer to them in the 
following manner: — I acknowledge the 
4 ſenſe of your reaſonings, and the 
© propriety of your counſels, and feel my 


misfortune in not being in a fituation to 


realize them by a practical obedience. — 
Bs 55 know, as well as you, that J have been 
; © wrong 
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«© wrong from the beginning; an unlimited 
© indulgence to my wife, has been attended 
« with very unpleaſant effects; but what 
© can be done ?—An alteration in my con- 
duct, would now be followed by the moſt 
* unhappy conſequences. There are, my 
© friends, certain circumſtances, and I feel 
© myſelf at this moment to be ſurround- 
ed by them, when it is an act of pru- 
* dence ſo let a woman play the fool, for Jus 

« foe n play the devil. | 


F You may, my good friend,” ad 


Don Cleofas, © call this prudence, if you 
pleaſe, and it may be conſidered as ſuch, by 
this very wiſe nation ; but the unenlight- 
enced Spaniſh huſbands would vote, with- 
out a diſſenting voice, that the Inquiſition 
would be the fitteſt place for any one who 
ſhould endeavour to promulgate ſuch he- 
retical doctrines. For my part, I am clear- 
ly of opinion, that a woman who is permit- 
ted to play the fool, is in an actual ſtate 
of preparation for the future game, and 
will 


— — eee a_—_—_—_—_——_—— 
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will never be ſatisfied' til ſhe has 89 855 
the devil.“ | 


Jou are in high luck,“ obſerved Af- 
modeus, „for here is one who would be 
very ready to ſupport your argument. — 


Be ſo good as to obſerve the lady who is 


paſſing in a phaeton, drawn by four gray 


ponies, which ſhe drives with all the dex- 


terity of a ſtage-coachman.— She is a wo · 


man of family, and was married to a man 


of fortune, from whom ſhe has been ſome- 
time ſeparated. —She played the devil with 


her huſband, —ſhe now plays the devil 


with the man who keeps her,—and ſhe 


will, one of theſe days, play the devil with 
herſelf.” I prefume,” ſaid the Count, 
that ſhe played the fool firſt.” By no 


means, anſwered the Demon; © that part 
of the piece was performed by the gentle- 
man who married her: and now, I truſt, 
that we are pretty well go upon the 
. | | 


« The 
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te The perſon whom you ſee in that gild- 
ed chariot, is a vain, filly man, of conſi- 
derable property, who is promiſed the rank 
of a baronet; and he is haſtening to a 
bookſeller, who is about to publiſh the na- 
tural hiſtory of the county in which he 
lives. His important errand is to ſolicit, 
or, if neceſſary, to bribe a delay in bring- 
ing forward the work, till his patent is made 
out, that his name may appear in the liſt. 
of ſubſcribers, with the additions of his ex- 
pected title. 


Let your eye follow, for a moment, 
that elegant young man, who ran ſo. haſti- 
ly by us; and were you to live to the moſt 
extended period- of human exiſtence, you 
would never be able to gueſs from whence 
he is come, and whither he is going. You 
muſt know then, that he is juſt come from 
being married, and is gone toafencing match. 
But it is the age of eaſe in this country; and 
the moſt important concerns of life are now 
treated with leſs ceremony than was for- 

5 merly 
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merly thought requiſite in the moſt com - 
mon en 


4 1 hat athletic an of a man, con- 


tinued the Demon, © who is riding ſlowly 
by us, with a ſhabby footman behind him, 


is one of thoſe favourites of fortune, of 
which there are occaſional examples. He 


was originally an itinerant haymaker from 


Ireland, and afterwards advanced himſelf, 
by his muſcular ſtrength, to be an hackney- 


chairman: when, being ſometimes em- 


Ployed by a libidinous, old, wealthy widow; 


ſhe took ſuch a fancy to his brawny form, 


that, from being her occaſional ſervant, he 


became her conſtant maſter: ſhe did not 


not long ſurvive her marriage, and left 


him a man of fortune. He now talks of 
his property. makes minute enquiries in- 
to the riſe and fall of the ſtocks, —exa- 
mines the newſpapers, to ſee what eſtates 


are to be fold, - and ſometimes ventures 
into a petty gaming houſe, where he hopes 


to paſs for a gentleman, by riſquing a little 
| money. 
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money. Freng one of theſe places, how» 
ever, he was laſt week diſcarded, with very 
great indignity, for attempting to pay a 
trifling debt of honour with a counterfeit 
guinea, ; 


But while ſome men, my friend,” 
ſaid Aſmodeus, “ are indebted for fortune 
to chance or knavery, others experience a 
diminution of it from their very virtues :— 
Of the latter, that gentleman whom you 
ſee ſo very attentive to the loading of a 
waggon, is a very peculiar example.— 
That mackine is preparing to bear away 
what he has reſerved of the contents of a 
fine houſe he lately occupied in town, in 
order to decorate a cottage in the country. 
His hiſtory will amuſe you, and half a 
turn round the ſquare which we are now 
entering, will be ſufficient for the relation. 
It is as follows ;— TEX Ye | 


” He gs man of good family, and in- 
herited a very handſome fortune on the 
"WM | 
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death of his father, when he was about 
fiſtcen years of age. He was a moſt Pleaſ- 
ing, but very ſingular boy; and, in the 
early part of his life, manifeſted all the 
traits of his preſent character. He waz 

very attentive to his ſtudies, and not inac- 
tive in his amuſements, but poſſeſſed an 
uncommon tendency to that ſober melan- 

choly, which the duplicity of mankind, 
and the misfortunes of human nature, ſome- 
times inſtill into the mind of advanced life, 
but is ſeldom ſeen to blend with the care- 
leſs joy of early years. It was impoſſible 
not to love a boy ſo pleaſing in his man- 
ners, and ſo regular i in his duties,—and his 
father doted on him.—* There is but one 
fault, he would often ſay, 1 in this child 
of mine — which i is, that he has no fault 
l at t all. 5 n 


« He had been educated at hooks! under 
the care of his father, with the aſſiſtance of 
a neighbouring clergyman; and his im- 
Fenin were beyond his years: — But, 

ELD 1 n 
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without being : guilty of any abſolute im- 
_ propriety, he gave to his actions a certain 
ſingularity which ſeparated him from all 
| deſcriptions: of his age. He never neg- 
lected his ſtudies for a moment, but he did 
not purſue them in a common manner; for 
he would ſometimes bear his books and 


his papers to the diſtance of two or three 


miles, in order that he might proſecute his 
learning by the fide of a murmuring ſtream, | 
or beneath the ſhade of a favourite thicker. 


« The father, who knew the world, was 
much concerned to ſee his ſon growing up 
into a kind of character, which, however 
virtuous, learned or admired, would be but 
ill calculated to ſuſtain itſelf againſt the 
arts and villainy of mankind. He there- 
fore determined to ſend him to a public 
ſchool, where it might be naturally ex- 
pected, that he would ſoon be detached - 
from that particular bias of mind, which 
threatened ſuch alarming inconvenience to 
his future life. But this meaſure, however 


prudently 


i 
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: prudently conceived, had not the 4 
effect: his conciliating diſpoſition, and 
amiable deportment, made. ſuch an im- 


preſſion on the minds of his ſchool-fellows, 
that his peculiarities were either unobſerved 


by them, or conſidered as agreeable qua- 


lities in him; ſo that he found little or no 
interruption to the ae of Ag for- 


mer habits. 


ee period he loſt his father; and 
his guardians thinking, that they ſhould 
beſt perform their duty by continuing his 
education as it was begun, left him, in 
every particular, to himſelf. He there- 
fore went, in due progreſſion, from ſchool 


to college; and, quitting the univerſity, 
he entered on the career of foreign travel. 


He employed four years in this branch 
of his improvements ; and returned to En- 


| gland the ſame Forres _— character 


he had ever been. 


s 
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With. a diſpoſition. ſo, amiable, a 
mind ſo pure, and an heart ſo tender, it 
cannot be ſuppoſed that he would long re- 
main uninfluenced by the power of love. 
He ennobled the paſſion by ſubmitting to 
it; and it was an union of all the beſt qua- 
lities of either ſex, when the charming, the 
accompliſhed, the gentle Lucinda, received 
his m, and returned her own, 2 


cc They were a ne 3 the 
happieſt pair of human kind. They form- 
ed an example of connubial felicity, which 
did honour to human nature, and was not 
interrupted. by any but thoſe tender anxie - 
ties, which, by proving the unbounded af- 
fection of this amiable pair for each other, 
heightened the glow of their mutual happi- 
neſs. But ſuch a tranſient gueſt as man, 
muſt not expect an Eden in a world like 
this :— and Mr.. ——— found it was 
no longer a paradiſe, when Lucinda left 
him, as it were, alone in it. On their fourth 
wedding · day, that lovely, excellent, and 


Vox. II C l ever 


i 


* 


58% DEVIL vron Two ret 

ever to be lamented woman died, in bring- 
ing a child into the world, which accom- 

e eee O SUES 


That he was moſt deeply aflited at 
ſuch a loſs, it would be idle to repeat; but 
he bore his affliction like a man, whoſe 
hopes reſted on ſomething more durable 
than the pleaſures of periſhable exiſtence, 
He mourned with the moſt heart-felt grief, 
and will mourn, while he lives, the loſs of 
His Lucinda :—The idea of repeating the 
matrimonial engagement never glanced 
acroſs his mind; and he loved the memory' 
df his departed wife too well, to feel any 
emotion at the brighteſt blaze 20 77 0 


beauty. 
3 


- « But his heart, which ee 
tenderneſs, could not exiſt but under the 
influence of ſome generous paſſion; and 
while mourning love poſſeſſed his thoughts, 
its beſt energies were devoted to the ſer- 
vice of W Ap In this noble I 

1 ers e 
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he proceeded, ridiculed by ſome, duped 
by others, and flattered by all; till, after 
ſeveral years continuance of good offices, 
he found himſelf with a diminiſhed fortune; 
and, what ſurpriſed him, and certainly did 
not affect him leſs, with numerous enemies, 
and not a ſingle friend created by his kind- 
neſs. A particular circumſtance of ingra- 
titude, which would, at preſent, employ too 
much time to relate, at length opened his 
eyes to the ruin that threatened him. He 
has, therefore, gathered the remains of 
what he formerly poſſeſſed, and is on the 
point of retiring to a farm in æ diſtant part 
of the kingdom. There he will live in the 
occupations of rural elegance, in the ex- 
erciſe of a circumſcribed benevolence, and 
the practice of exemplary virtue. He will 
walk beneath the ſhade of trees planted by 
his own hands,—he will liſten to the mur- 
mur of rills, which his penſive taſte has 
_ courted from their fountains; and, as he 
leans on the urn inſcribed with Lucinda's 
name, he will forget the ingratitude of this 
C 2 world. 
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world, and nouriſh thoſe feelings which 
vill prepare him for the enjoyment of a 
better. 
hi 66, 1 ſhould feel this ſtory,” ſaid Don 
| Cleofas, as lought, if my riſing emotions 
were not overborne by an irreſiſtible cu- 
rioſity to know ſomething of the lovely 
charioteer who is drivi ing her lofty car 
ſo furiouſly by us. N ever did I ſee the 
_ lily and the roſe fo finely blended as on her 
countenance.—She ſeems to be the goddeſs 
of beauty and pleaſure ; and the trappings 
evenof her horſes are as gawdy as her own.” 
« And if all thoſe charms were her own, 
ſaid Aſmodeus, * ſhe might have ſome 
claim to youradmiration —but, alas they 
are all borrowed; her's is an haggard vi- 
ſage, covered with the enamel of art. The 
woman is nothing better than a painted 
ſepulchre; ; all fair without, and all rotten- 
neſs within; and were you to approach 
her, you would ſoon perceive an PS 
without the power of 1 8 
N . | cc She 


(Lin 
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« She is a widow of quality, with a very 
large jointure ; and, in the ſpring of life, 
nature adorned her with thoſe charms 
which ſhe calls in the aid of art to imitate 
in autumn. Her youth was paſſed in fol- 
ly ; her preſent time in ſomething worſe; — 
antiquated coquetry, faſhionable diffipa- 
tion, and the trade of gaming.— Thus 
through the day ſhe contrives to baniſh all 
ſerious thoughts from her mind ; while an 
opiate compels the {leep of the night. But 
this cannot laſt long—nay, it will be ſhortly 
over: The AI of nog and decrepi - 
tude is at hand. 


e. The little man that follows her on 
horſeback, dreſſed in blue, with a yellow 
cape to his coat, is a foreigner.” ©. And, 
by the darkneſs of his complexion,” ſaid 
the Count, I ſhould almoſt have taken 
him for a countryman of my own.“ That 
however is not the caſe,” replied the 
Demon; * he is an Italian, and a noble of 
Venice, who is fo attached to England, that 


C 3 de 
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_ | he ſpends a very large income in it. He 
ſputters the language of the country,— 
boaſts a familiarity with its cuſtoms, — 
and, as an incontrovertible proof of his 
intimate acquaintance with its government, 

he wears the livery of a political party. In 

|  - ſhort, he is fo extremely partial to the 
_ Engliſh, chat he imitates their very fol- 


“Did you obſerve,” ſaid the Demon, 
te the perſon in mourning, who was com- 
ing ſo haſtily towards us, make a very ſud- 
den turn, and eſcape down the ſtreet to 
the right. remarked him while you 
were ſpeaking,” anſwered Don Cleofas, 
© and was rather diſpoſed to imagine, from 


the apparent alarm with which he ſtarted, 


that, for ſome good purpoſe of your own, 
you had rendered your agreeable figure vi- 
. fible to his fight, to frighten him from his 
courſe.” _* That would,” replied Aſmo- 
deus, © have been a much-better reaſon for 
his motions, than I fear he is able to give. 

| « You 
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«, You. muſt know then, that he has 
lately inherited a large fortune by the death 
of his father, who, during his life-time, 
allowed the young gentleman but a very 
ſlender income. At this period, he was 
moſt intimately connected, and in a con- 
tinual ſociety with a very worthy man, 
whoſe ſituation was as confined as his own: 


and whenever the narrowneſs of their pre- 


ſent circumſtances preſſed home upon them, 
he uſed inceflantly to repeat, Well, my 
dear friend, let us recommend ourſelyes 
to patience ;—better times will come 


© my father cannot live for ever—and when 


© he dies, you ſhall ſhare my proſperity 


* with me. We will then enjoy together 
all thoſe comforts of which we are now 
* deprived. But ſince the wiſh for his fa- 
ther's death has been accompliſhed, ano- 
ther wiſh has ſtarted up in his mind, which 
is, never to behold the face of his friend 
again. And it was the ſight of that friend 
at the end of the ſtreet, that made him fly 
eff, men 105 
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I need not tell you,” continued Aſmo- 
deus, that jealouſy is a very torturing 
inmate of the human boſom; that its ob- 
jects are various, and its effects often fatal. 
I ſhall now give you a very particular ex- 
ample of it, in the lady who will ſhortly 


meet us, followed by a tall footman, in a 


laced 1 ane. a fine PO en 15 
her . 


« She has this arte of n a very IN 
fortune, is in an exalted rank of life, and 

ſurrounded with the pleaſures of it; beloved 
by her huſband, eſteemed by her friends, 
and approved by the world. She is not, as 
you ſee, paſt the age of beauty, and 
has ſtill a claim to receive that homage 
which ariſes from the poſſeſſion of it. But 
with all theſe advantages, ſhe is miſerable ; 
and her wretchedneſs ariſes from a cruel 
Jealouſy, which is continually preying upon 
her repoſe. Such a circumſtance, perhaps, 
may not ſurpriſe you but "when I add, 
| that her huſband i is a pattern of connubial 
| b conſtancy D 


3 
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conſtancy, and that ſhe rewards his love 
with the pureſt returns of affection, you 
will naturally enquire after the object of 


that paſſion which creates the e 
of her life. 5 1 


15 The anſwer is at hand; — ſhe has a 
daughter. The beauteous Clara made her 
a mother at the age of ſeventeen; and is 
now herſelf within a year of attaining the 
ſame period. The young lady is every 
thing that a parent could wiſh in a child; 
lovely in her perſon, elegant in her man- 
ners, and complete in her accompliſhments: : 
but, alas, ſhe is five years too old for her — 
mother's peace: The one is ſixteen, ang |} 
the other is thirty-three. © The girl is too | 
handſome to be kept any longer in a nur- 
ſery, and is too amiable not to conciliate 
the regard of all who know her; but 
though ſhe has ſufficient penetration to ſee 
the cauſe of her mother's occaſional diſ- 
pleaſure towards her, ſhe has too much un- 
cerftanding to ſuffer the leaſt appearance. 
C "ED : 1-0] 
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of her perceiving it. In the mean time, 
this lady finds a very ſenſible diminution of 
the ſacrifices to her own vanity, in the pre- 
ſence of the lovely Clara; —it is impoſſible 
for her not to diſcover that thoſe attentions 


which uſed to be paid to her own charms, 
are now offered to her as the mother of 


a more charming daughter, 1 
ry 

2 « Thi euch a carne bn ſuch a fity- 

ation, muſt. be miſerable,” will not admit 


| the doubt of a moment. Aſhamed of her 
weakneſs, and not daring to diſcloſe it to 
her moſt intimate friends; having the ob- 
Je&: of her uneaſineſs continually, before 
her, and being truly anxious to perform 
every act of duty and affection; at the 
ſame time, unable to reſign thoſe preten- 
ſions to admiration which her looking - 
grlaſs tells her ſhe ſtill poſſeſſes, her life 
is a ſtate of continual agitation and diſ- 
appointment. But this is not all; —_ 
Clara has, within theſe few days, received 
propoſals of marriage which cannot be re- 

fuſed; 


fuſed ;; and her mother will certainly die 
of vexation, if ſhe ſhould be made a grand- 
mother ar four-and -thirty. 


« But let me requeſt you juſt to take .a 
glance of the man who is, this moment, 
knocking at the door of that corner houſe, 
His appearance beſpeaks him to be what ” - 
he is, a plain trading citizen.” really 


imagined,” ſaid the Count, © this part | 


of the town was not inhabited by that 
claſs of people. In general it is not,” 
anſwered the Demon, ** though it is rather 
become a faſhion of late, for the wealthy 
merchants to grow aſhamed of the ſpot 
where they were born, and to which they 
owe their fortune; and, leaving the active 
part of the buſineſs to be carried on by in- 
ferior partners, to become inhabitants of 
this politer part of the metropolis; from 
whence they pay an occaſional viſit to their 
accompting-houſes in the city. This good 
man, however, carries the matter a. little 
farther, and has brought all his remaining 

"= "GY ſtack 
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* ſtock in trade along with him, which con- 
* fiſts wholly and ſolely of a very handſome 
and accompliſhed daughter. The father 
conſiders her as a very pretty piece of goods; 
and expects, from the diſpoſal of her, to 
« make her fortune; and reſtore his own. 

With this view, he has ſcraped together, 
from the wreck of an unſucceſsful com- 
merce, what will be ſufficient to maintain 
an elegant domeſtic appearance for a couple 
of winters; in which time, he flatters him- 
ſelf, that the girl will win the heart, and 
receive the hand of ſome man of fortune. 
It is a very ſtrange plan, you will ſay; 
but, what is ſtill more ſtrange, —it will ſuc- 
And now, my good friend,“ ſaid Aſ- 
modeus, © I'muſt beg of you to favour 
me with a ſhort leave of abſence. A buſi- 
neſs of very great importance to my miniſ- 
try, requires my immediate preſence: but 
in order to furniſh you with ſome amuſe- 
ment till my return, I muſt requeſt you 
i 8 | to 
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to follow thoſe two gentlemen who are clad 


in deep mourning. The one, as you ſee, 
is a young man, the other more advanced 


in life, is his guardian; and, in order to 


warn him againſt certain errors, to which 
his mind has a very leading propenſity, he 
is determined to give him an account of 
the early part of his own life, as a leſſon of 
exemplary inſtruction. They are going 
to take their ſeat in the garden part of a 
neighbouring ſquare; and, as I will render 
you inviſible to their ſight, you may boldly 


place yourſelf beſide them; when, if I am 


not very much miſtaken, you will hear a 


little hiſtory that will amply atone for my 


temporary abſence ; and by the time it is 


finiſhed, you may depend upon being re- 
joined by your faithful ſervant.“ The 
Demon immediately vaniſhed, and Don 
Cleofas did not heſitate to follow the two 
gentlemen, as he was directed; and having 
taken his place by them, on a ſeat ſnaded 
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the elderly gentleman begin * 


ee —— __ 4 


. 


15 The W friendſhip f in bak I lived 


with that excellent man, your father—the - 


regard which, for his ſake, I bear to you 


and the defire to fulfil the important 
© charge which he entrufted to me, by his 


© will, and to whoſe duties he ſo warmly 


_ © urged me, in his laſt moments all com- 
bine to make your intereſt and enn 


© as dear to me as my own. 


Dy. «Holla the eine I have made, 
and the accounts J have received of you, 
© by thoſe who have had the care of your 
© education, I am fully perſuaded that E 


have but one taſk to accompliſh for you. 


© Tt is not to correct your vices, for you 
have none : It is not to awaken in you 
© a ſenſe of honour, and a love of what is 
* excellent, for I moſt firmly believe that 
you already poſſeſs them :—But it is, if 
© poſlible, to _ prudence with your 

o virtues, 
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© yirtues, and by teaching you how to regu- 
late them, prevent the generous warmth 
« of your character from perverting their 
© ends, and rendering them finally injurious. 
© to yourſelf, God forbid, that, ſtanding 
as you do, on the threſhold of the world, 
© I ſhouldcounſel you to take ſuſpicion as 
© a companion, on your entrance into it: 
* only wiſh to point out to you the dan- 


« gers and difficulties you will be moſt like- 


* ly to meet with in your paſſage through 
it; and that being forewarned of them. 
you may be qualified to avoid the one, 
and overcome the other. I could repeat 
* maxims, and continue a courſe of rea- 
© ſoning on the ſubject, till the ſun that has 
but lately paſſed its meridian acchvity, 
© was ſunk beneath the horizon; but I ſhall 
© take another, and, I truſt, a more pleaſ- 
ing and effectual method to impreſs on 


your mind, the folly of exhauſting, or, at 


* leaſt ſickening your virtues and being 
* profuſe of your benevolence, in your early 
years; and the wiſdom of huſbanding 

| © both 
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both the one and the other; in order that 
vyoumay be actively virtuous, and poſſeſs 


© the capacity of doing good its the 
0 en of wy life. | 


For this purpole, 1 mean, without 
6 reſerve, to give you a faithful account 
© of the days of my folly ; and, amiable as 
d it was, you will perceive, that it involved 
mme in great and continual diſquietudes, 
gained me no laſting reputation, and 

© brought me to the brink of ruin. You 
© ſeem, my young friend, to poſſeſs ſome- 
* what of the ſame diſpoſitions which 
marked the early part of my life; and by 

_ © unfolding to you the various inconveni- 
c ences which reſulted to myſelf, from 
© yielding an implicit ſubmiſſion to them, 
J truſt, that you will reſolve to exerciſe 
© a wiſe, and, which in fact will be, a vir- 
*.tuous reſerve, in the indulgence of them. 
I was born, in the language of the 
1 world, a Gentleman; and my father edu- 
| © cated 
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© cated me in thoſe principles and manners 
* which form the conſtituent parts of that 
character. Do nothing unworthy of a 
© Gentleman, was the continual admonition 
* which I received from him, till I was 
© about eighteen years of age; when he 
died, and left me the paternal eſtate as 
he received it, without having encreaſed 
it by his care, or diminiſhed it * ex- 

a travagance. : 


© The executor of his will, and aw - 
* ſon whom he appointed to be my guar- 
dian, during the few years that remained 
© of my minority, was a diſtant relation, 
* and my god-father. He had been en- 
* gaged in a mercantile profeſſion, and poſ- 
* ſeſſed thoſe cautious principles which are 
generally found to accompany a life of 
gain. He had, by patient induſtry, won 
© his way from a ſmall fortune to conſider- 
able wealth, and had juſt retired from the 
<, buſtle of commerce, with fifty. thouſand - 

ag and an unimpeached reputation, 


c when 


U 
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© when he became the director of my af- 
fairs, and the guide of my youth. Du- 
© ring the univerſity vacations, I was always 
© with him, by his own particular defire ; 
and he appeared not only to be fond of 
my company and pleaſed with my atten- 
tions, but uſed to tell his intimate ac- 
© quaintance, that he intended to make me 
„ © 4h! 2 41798 J 


As he generally thought proper to con- 
ſult me in all the immediate concerns of 
© his life, it cannot be ſuppoſed, that in a 
matter of fuch a ſerious nature as a ma- 
* trimonial engagement, he would manifeſt 
a want of confidence in me. He aſked 
my opinion, therefore, of a marriage he 
© had fome thoughts of propoſing to an 
© elderly widow lady of ' ſmall fortune, in 
© his neighbburhood ;\ who, he | ſaid, was 
© qualified to make him ſuch a companion, 
as would greatly add to the comfort of his 
remaining years. At that time 1 could, 
© with great caſe, have turned him from 
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* his purpoſe ; and though it was hinted 
to me, that ſuch an event might prove 
* injurious to my intereſt, I chought it 
would not be aZing like a Gentleman, to 
© ſuffer any ſordid conſiderations to govern 
my opinion in a matter that related to the 
happineſs of one who had been ſo kind. to 
* me. I therefore adviſed: him, by all 
© means, to- conſult his own fatisfaction g 
and he immediately made ſuch propoſals 
to the lady, as ſhe did not helitate to 

k receiye. 2 455 


| The mat was ſoon 3 
* and every thing being arranged for the 
* ceremonials of it, I thought it would 
become me to appear /ike a Gentleman on 
© the occaſion; and I accordingly ordered a 
very handſome ſuit of white and Sor; 
* to ge an Ta 621 


« Ad: my new as helen with great 


. attention to me, I had no apparent rea- 
ſon 
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* ſon to be diſſatisfied. I was indeed told, 
© that ſhe was endeavouring to undermine 
© my intereſts with her huſband, and that 
| © even the complimentary appearance I had 


made at her marriage, was continually 
© held forth as a certain ſymptom of that 


extravagant ſpirit which would, one day, 
bring me to ruin,—But as it was not 
© like a Gentleman to be ſuſpigious, I doubt- 
© ed the truth of the information, and fook 
© no methods whatever to thwart the ſecret 
arts by which ſhe' finally converted my 
0 ed relation to her rege a 


12K „When 1 entered into FR collefſion of 


e my eſtate, I thought chat it would” be 


© ating like a Gentleman, to keep up the 
* hoſpitable character of the family man- 
ſion, by entertaining my friends, feaſting 
my tenants, and regaling my neighbours. 
My late guardian and his worthy lady 
partook, in appearance, of the general 
joy: But this feſtival had coſt me two 
hundred * and though this expence 
© Was, 
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© was, by no means, incompatible mich my 
© fortune, or improper on ſuch an occaſion, 

© it was eagerly ſeized on as an additional 

© cauſe for diſcontent in the old gentle» 
© man's boſom. The having expended 
© forty pounds in one ſuit of cloaths, and 


two 1 in one entertainment, 
© were Circ ces, when artfully ſepa= 


© were fully ſufficient to alarm the cauti- 
© ous. temper of my good relation. On 
6 theſe grounds, therefore, his kind wife 
took every opportunity of haranguing 
againſt my turn for diſſipation ; and never 
failed to lament, that his fortune, which 
© had been gained by a long ſeries of in- 
* duſtry and toil, would be waſted in all 
© the extravagance. which ſhe did me the 
© honour to connect with my character. 9 


| © conſiderable time, but at length yielded 
«to the perſuaſions of an artful, woman; 
6 and onde. 6 ew will, 3 

© * ticular 


rated frbꝶ the occaſion of them, that 


: My worthy godfather held out for a 


therefore, left the whole 
© chance; and when, a few  months' after, 
* time put an end to my relation's life, 1 
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© ticular advantage was no longer particy- 

0 larly conſidered. Hints were given me 

© of theſe proceedings, and it was in my 
© power to have turned the tide in my fa- 


| © vour: but I thought it would diſgrace 
me, as @ Gentleman, if 1 purſued the ſteps, 


as would 


1 purpoſe, 1 


5 time and 


© or engaged in ſuch ij 


© have been effectual to" th the 


© found that chance had dealt ſcurvily by 


me in his will, by which Iwas bequeathed 
© a legacy of no more than five thouſand 


* . ue. to he paid on my -attaining the 
age of twenty fre; when, by a former 


will, which was ftill in being, ten times 


© that ſum had been left to wy — 


+ diſpoſal; | 


the conſtruction of this unfavourable will, 


| Gham very certain; and I was aſſured, 


* from very good authority, thatif Iapplied 
to 
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to a court of Equity, there would be a 
very great probability of its being ſet 
* aſide, and of eſtabliſhing the former one, 
in which my advantage had been ſo ma- 
© terially conſulted. But I could not, 


© as 4 Gentleman, apply to the chicane of 


© law, to oppoſe hat I believed, in my 
* conſcience, to be the real deſign of my 
« deceaſed relation; and when it was ſug- 
« geſted, that the'very threat of a Chancery 
© ſuit would terrify the widow into terms 
of great advantage to me, I replied, that 
© [was a Gentleman, and would be content 
to ſtarve as ſuch, rather than obtain the 
© greateſt fortune by any means which were 
* incompatible. with that character. I 
therefore put on my mourning ſuit, paid 
my vilit of condolance to the triumph 
ant widow, kiſſed her hand when ſhe 
preſented me with a mourning ring, and 
triumphed alſs, in my turn, on the reflec- 
tion, that no conſideration whatever, 

could poſſibly induce me to do any duns 
8 PS ag of A Gentleman, 


0 W he 
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While my relation lived, a regard for 
* his good opinion, and a wiſh to render 
my conduct conformable to his ſenti- 
ments, kept me under a reſtraint which 
© his death at once removed. I thereſore 
© took an houſe in the neighbourhood of 
Groſvenor · Square, furniſhed it with ele- 
7 gance, and ſaw my friends in a manner 
« that became me, as a Genlaman. Though 
I was a ſingle man, I was much attached 
1 to a domeſtic. liſe, and by keeping a 
_ ©, plentiful table, made my houſe the reſort 
© of men of faſhion, taſte and literature. — 
_ © was known to be rich, and believed to 
be generous; ſo that continual applica- 
tions were made to me, by ſome or other 
of my acquaintance, for loans of {mall 
© ſums; and as I thought ĩt would be le- 
coming in a Gentleman to refuſe pecuniary 
© affiſtance to thoſe hom he invited to his 
© table, my purſe was always open to their 
demands. At length, however, my ban- 
© ker, who had been a particular friend of 
6 "mr ſe, — and took up- 
4 *on 
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on him to hint to me the imprudence of 
my generoſity ; that money lent in this 
manner was ſeldom repaid, and that I 
* ſhould bring myſelf into a very diſagree- 
able ſtate of inconvenience, if I did not 
check my accommodating diſpoſition.— 
© Onthis ſubject did he harangue for ſome 
time, and I was on the point of thinking 
it like à Genileman to turn him out of the 
* houſe for his impertinence, when he in- 
formed me, that he had brought his ac- 
count, by which I would perceive that 
* the means of immediate ſupply were al · 
*© moſt exhauſted. . This circumſtance at 
© once calmed: my impatience ;- as I did 
© not then know that it was poſſible for 
any one to ſupport the character of a Gen> 
* //eman without a farthing in his pocket. 
© I came, therefore, to the immediate reſo · 
* lution of following my good banker's ad- 
© vice;—narrowed the plan of my expen- 
ces, - ſaw but little company,—and re- 
newed * attention to o literary u 
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Among my more particular friends, 
was a'Weſt-Indian, whom I firſt knew at 
Oxford: He had married a a moſt agree- 
able woman, and lived in all the ſplen- 
Wt dour of faſhionable life. He was conti- 
© nually preſſing me to conſider his houſe 

© as my own; and as the ſociety 1 found 
there, was always pleaſant and amuſing, 

© ] frequently accepted his invitations, 
and paſſed much of the time which! 
could ſpare from my own avocations, in 
his agreeable family. Being one day at 
dinner with him, and ſeveral of our com- 
mon friends, a party of myrmidons ruſhed 
* into the room, and arreſted him for the 
© ſum of two thouſand pounds. He was 
diſtreſſed beyond meaſure at the circum- 
© ſtance, his lady fell from her chair in 
© hyſterics, while all his friends moved off, 
by degrees, from the melancholy ſcene ; 
' © ſo that when he began to recover him- 
« ſelf a little from the diſorder into which 
this accident had thrown him, he per- 


_ © ceived that > was the only perſon whom. 
7% Na 


„ 
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« this unpleaſant event had not driven from 
, on ſide. 


q * 


c Wen 1 conſidered the deine in” 


vhich we had lived, it appeared to me, 
© that, as a Cenileman, I could not leave 
© him in diſtreſs; and that, as a Gentleman, 


© I could not but offer him every relief in | 
my power ], therefore, as a Gentleman, 


engaged to become reſponſible. for. the 
« debt, if it was not paid within a limited 
time. Thus was my friend reſtored to 
© his liberty; and when I dined with him 


again, the following day, L had the ſatis- 


© fation to ſee both himſelf and his family 


* reinſtated in their accuſtomed tranquillity, | 


© For my own part, I thought no more 
of the buſineſs, —was perfectly contented 


© with my having acted ſo much lite a Gen- 


; 
* Heman, and took my leave of town, to 


© paſs. my ſummer in he country, Bur 
even in the peaceful ſhade of rural retire- 


ment, my leading principle continued 


D 2 | * ro 
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to diſtreſs me; * various circuraſtances 


_ © took place, which were of a nature ſuf- 


_ « ficjent to open my eyes as to the poſſibi- 


wg 
* * 
— 


« lity of a man's a#ing like a Gentleman 


* * had not ee in the * 


« But a more Gans and experimen- 


tal conviction of this truth was yet 


behind; for, on my return to London 


for the winter, I found that my Weſt-In- 
« dian friend had decamped for Jamaica, 
* without giving the leaſt notice of his de- 
© 'fign to any of his acquaintance; and be- 

fore I could obtain any ſatisfactory in- 
formation concerning the cauſe of his 
departure, I was called upon to fulfil the 


85 engagements I had entered into on his ac- 


» ® 


count. This was a matter which re- 
c quired ſome conſideration ; and on my 
not expreſſing a diſpoſition to comply 
immediate ly with the demand, I was ar- 


mw 


| < reſted, in my turn, at the door of the 


Opera- Houſe. As my lawyer could not 
5 DE SANE: 5 * had we pleaſure of 


© paſſing 
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1 a night in all the ec of a 
* ſpunging-houſe. Here, however, I was 
* informed, that this  Weſt-Indian friend 
of mine, for whoſe ſake I was in ſuch a 
diſagteeable ſituation, after having ſpent 


* his fortune, had become an adventurer df 
the firſt claſs, —that there was not a ſingle 


© acquaintance, of whom he had not, in 
ſome degree or other, made adupe ; .nor 
© ever employed a tradeſman, without 
* attempting to defraud him ; that he had 
left the kingdom, in order to avoid a 

© gaol; and that his wife, who had been a 

« party to all his tricks, was juſt taken into 
keeping by a man of large fortune. This 
* hiſtory hurt me more than my own diſ- 
tes; and I felt a kind of triumph, that 
© though I had been a dupe, I was {till 
© 2 Gentleman. The next morning, when 
* my lawyer arrived, I ſoon procured my 
© liberty ; and, on examining the ſtate of 
© the claim againſt me, he adviſed me to 


© have recourſe. to a Court of Juſtice; 


© which, in his opinion, would, without 
D 3 35 8 "> R 
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; heſitation , diſcharge me from the heavy 
and cruel demand. But as the engage- 


© ment was ſincere on my part, when 


_ © entered into it, I was determined, at 
all events, that it ſhould be fulfilled, 

© It would be acting, I ſaid, in a manner 
- unworthy of a Gentleman, to do otherwiſe: 
- * ſoI paid down a part of the — and 
6 Joes N for the ww, | | 


c Az this period, a valuable ring in my 
gift, was on the point of becoming Va- 
cant, by the expected death of a very aged 
© incumbent;—and a ſam of money more 
© than ſufficient to pay what remained of 
the debt I had ſo unfortunately. incurred, 
© was offered me for the next preſentation, 
Though I, at firſt, was diſpoſed to think 
© that fimony was not a very gentlemanly 
* buſineſs, yet as it would relieve me from 
the very ungemlemanly fituation, as I 
1 thought it, of being in debt, I was deter- 
* mined to accept the propoſal; when 1 
3. " received a letter from an old friend and 

he Hs oy ED © ſchool- 


IN ENGLAND. 79 
* ſchool-fellow, who begged leave to re- 
mind me of a promiſe 1 had long made 
him of the living in queſtion ; and ex- 
preſſed his anxious expectation that I 
* would now fulfil it. I did not recollect | 
© any thing like a promiſe of the kind :— 
© But what was to be done?—The very 
idea of forfeiting my word, was ſo repug- 
© nant 70 the ſentiments of a Gentleman, that 
I determined not to riſque the imputa- 
* tion of it ; and therefore gave the living 
to the perſon who'demanded it, as a mat- 
© ter of promiſe, without expreſſing a doubt 
to him on the rectitude of his claim. = 


e Thus did LIBe f in a rigid adherence - 
© to the admonition of my father, without 
gaining any one point, but the ſatisfac- 
* tion of obeying it, I determined, how- 
ever, to avoid all ſcrapes for the future; 
and having received the legacy of five 
© thouſand pounds bequeathed me by my 
* godfather, I got rid of my little incum- 
, brances , and reſolved. to. preſerve wy ſelf . 

HR from 
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from future inconvenience, by as much 
*« prudence and precaution as the charac- 


ter 4 nen would permit. 


c © The 3 of the ak I W 2 ac- 


0 knowledge, lay upon my mind; it was 


a circumſtance that I could not think of 
« without great mortification; it wounded 
my feelings, as a Gentleman; and as the 
« diffolution of Parliament was then ex- 
c. pected, I determined to ſcreen. myſelf 


tom all poſſibility of ſimilar diſhonour, 
| c by obtaining a ſeat in the Houſe of Com- 


* mons. On making known. my inten- 
tion, I had an immediate offer to be 
elected for a certain ſum, without any 
f trouble, or even perſonal appearance.— 


0 But. thought it would be more con- 


« ſiſtent with my character, as a Genileman, 
to be choſen by thoſe who knew me; 1 
© therefore became a candidate to be repre- 


ſentative of a borough which ſeveral of 
A family had already repreſented. Thus 


1 engaged | in a conteſted election; 5 | 
N © after 
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« after an infinite deal of trouble; 'perplex- = 
city, and perſonal exertion, I was returned 
© to Parliament at twice the expence for 
© which I could have obtained the ſenato- 
rial honour, without 1 inconvenience 
, whatever. 06; B04. ae e . 


W of: any ing: \ Lconfidered | 
© as the effential point- of Parliamentary 
character: and to maintain my dignity, 
© as a Gentleman, who was to ſubmit to no 


© baſe compliance on the one hand, or 


© enter into any factious views on the other, 
I determined to act according to the cool 
ſuggeſtions of my own mind, in ſupport- 
ing or oppoſing the public meaſures of 
Government. Thus, by ſometimes vo- 

ting with the Miniſtry, and ſometimes 
« with Oppoſition, I was conſidered as of 
© no conſequence by n and mw often 
| e by Wen 


"© Afier ow ones diligent 8 
my Parliamentary duty, it did not appear 
| Ds | SO: 


- 
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to me that I had done much good, and 

it was very evident that I had acquired 
no importance ; I determined, there- 
< fore, to alter my courſe of life, and to 
direct all my future views to domeſtic 
© pleaſures :—in ſhort, I reſolved to marry. 


A gentleman who lived in my neigh- 
© bourhood, had three amiable daughters ; 
© and to the eldeſt of them I made ſuch 
< propoſals as were immediately accepted. 
Her father had been a barriſter ar law, 
of conſiderable eminence, and had lately 
retired from the hurry and fatigue of the 
bar, to paſs the reſt of- his days on his 
< "paternal eſtate. Report, indeed, did not 
© ſpeak favourably of his profeſſional life; 
© but with-what juſtice, I did not trouble 
« myſelf to enquire, as I could not ſuſpect, 
© that, when he retired to live as a Gentle- 
© man, he would ſuffer the tricking ſpirit 
_ © of the lawyer to accompany him. I there- 
fore did not doubt his ſincerity, when he 
told me that he ſhould crown his daugh- 
8 0 ©ter's 
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© ter's marriage with a portion of ten thou- 
* ſand pounds, and a ſecurity for the ſuc- 
* ceſſion of an equal ſum after his death. 
The ſettlement I propoſed was handſome, 
© and the wedding-day was ſhortly named. 
© But, on the preceding evening, while I 
vas indulging myſelf in . pleaſing reflec- 
© tions on the happineſs that awaited me, 
* the old gentleman came, in great apparent 
© perturbation, to inform me that, from 
a variety of unexpected circumſtances, 
© all of which he enumerated, it was impoſ- 
* ſible for him to advance, at that time, 
© the money he had engaged to give me 
with his daughter; and therefore propo- 
© ſed, with many expreſſions of concern; to 
* poſtpone the marriage for fix months. 


© This circumſtance, I muſt. own, did: 
not pleaſe me;—but I thought it would 
* manifeſt a ſuſpicion which was beneath 
© the character of a Gentleman, to doubt the 
promiſe he then made me. Beſides, it 
© ſeemed to me, to be wholly inconſiſtent 

VVV 
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* with the feelings of a Gentleman, to wound. 
_ © the delicacy of a moſt amiable woman» 
by putting off my marriage from conſi- 
*. derations pf ſuch a ſordid nature :—1 
/ * therefore married her the next day, and 
© © contented myſelf with her father's verbal 
engagement for the payment of her for- 
tune at a future period. But before that 
© period arrived, he was called upon to 
© fulfil an engagement which no chicane 
can baffle, or artifice delay: In ſhort, 
« he died as he ſat in his chair, and while 
© he was on a viſit at my houſe. The day 
c after this unexpected event, my two ſiſ- 
< ters-in-law, brought me a. ſmall box, 
© which contained his papers, and deſiring 
© meto look for his will among them; reti- 
c 0p i their ONE with thoſe of 


f ee eee ee e 
< the one had been made previous to my 
marriage, the other, immediately after it. 
. In the former, he had bequeathed his 

| % V 
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6 fortune i in equal proportions to his three 
children; but, by the latter, he left the 
© whole of his property to his two unmar- 
© ried daughters, without mentioning even 
© the name of my wife .I was almoſt pe- 
c trified at this act of injuſtice. - Indeed 
* the idea of deſtroying the latter will came 
« acroſs me, nor do I now think it would 
have been in any degree diſhonourable 
to have done it: Nay, I do moſt freely 
* acknowledge, that I was deliberating with 
« myſelf, whether I ſhouldinot throw, what 
I confidered as a moſt fraudulent and ecri- 
minal inſtrument, into the fire, when hap 
pening to caſt my eyes towards a picture 
© of my father, which hung over the chim- 
© ney, it ſeemed to ſay to me, do nothing un · 
« worthy of a Gentleman, I therefore haſten- 
ed to communicate to the ladies the laſt 
; teſtamentary diſpoſition of the old gentle- 
man. My wife was immediately ſcjzed 
with hyſterics; and I really believe that 
* the ſhock would have, in the end, depri- 
0 n 
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©. her ſiſters had not aſſured her that their 
- © father's injuſtice had not made them un- 
« juſt; and that, as nothing ought, ſo no- 
© thing ſhould* exclude her from ſharing 
his fortune with them. This deſign they 
© afterwards inſiſted on fulfilling, in the 
moſt honourable manner; but my wife 

© was ſuch a treaſure in herſelf, and their 
* generolity was fo peculiarly calcu] ated 
© to awaken adequate returns, that I did 
© not think it would become me, as 


© @ Gentleman, to accept their generous 


© propoſal ; and I mon ee e refu- 
6 ſed it. 0 


e 1 heſe amiable women, however, to 
© my very great regret, did not long ſur- 
© yive their father; and their ſiſter, at 
© length, inherited the whole of that for- 
© tune of which paternal injuſtice intended 
© ſhe ſhould not even receive her natural 
| © ſhare. | Since that period, I have lived 

© bur little in what is called the world ;— 
6, e e at laſt, that a liberal 


* ſpirit, 
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e ſpirit, unaccompanied with a controvling 
* prudence, is an extreme ly; inſtead of 
an enn virtue. 


Thus Ave given you, for your in- 
« ſtruction, a very faithful account of ſome, 
© among the numberleſs inconveniences 
© which 1 have ſuffered from an erroneous 
© principle of always a#ing like a Gentle- 
© man. And I cannot, after all, but thank 
my lucky fortune, which, in ſpite of my 
romantic notions of dbing nothing untvor- 
© thy of a Genileman, has eee me 
* from _ a Beggar. | 


At the moment that the ſtory was 
concluded, Don Cleofas ſaw Aſmodeus 
approaching. He immediately joined 
him, and they proceeded on their morn» 
ing ſtroll. © Well, my friend,” ſaid the | 
Demon, * I hope the time of my abſence 
has been employed to your ſatisfaction.” — 
Perfectly fo,” anſwered the other; 1 
no been entertained with a very fine pic- 
ture 


j 


_ follies of miſtaken virtue, —In ſhort, i it ap- 
Pears to me, that poor human nature has 


GS 
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ture of the errors ofaigoad heart, and the 


enemies enough in itſelf, without requiring 


the aſſiſtance of your fraternity. Ne. 
vertheleſs, replied Aſmodeus, © human 
victue is ſometimes too ſtrong for us all, 
as it has actually proved this very morn- 


ing; — when a beautiful woman, and a 
widow into the bargain, has fairly baffled 


us all. Her charms have made a very 
deep impreſſion on the heart of a young 
man of the firſt rank; and ſhe has not 
only generally diſcouraged him from fol- 
lowing her, but moſt carefully avoids every 


place where he might have an opportunity 
of ſpeaking to her. Puzzled and perplexed 
at her conduct, but yet more in love than 
ever, he this morning determined. to fall 
from his horſe, as if by accident, juſt before 
the door of her houſe; and I left you,” 


continued the Demon, to exert my influ- 


ence, for the purpoſe of getting it opened 
da de ee but . I contrived to 


Wai” | draw 
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draw her to the window at the moment 
this event took place, when I imagined 
that common politeneſs and humanity 
would operate in favour of our ſtratagem, 
her pride ſuppreſſed it all; for the moment 
ſhe ſaw what was going forward in the 
ſtreet, ſhe ſent her femme de chambre with 
the moſt peremptory orders, that no one 
ſhould be admitted into the . on oP 
ae whatever. 1 


. This lady is is ofa a very 850 family, 
and therefore has a certain dignity to ſup» 
port ;— ſhe alſo poſſeſſes a. large p join- | 
ture, and is, therefore, ſuperior to all offers 
of pecuniary gratification And as for 
vanity, which is ſuch a leading movement 
in the female machine,—that, at preſent, 
operates wholly againſt us,” But has 
ſhe not,” demanded Don Cleofas, a friend 
you do not think proper to mention, and 
whoſe name is Conſcience ??—<«< Oh,” re- 
phed the other, ſmiling, “let us but once 
get her . on our Hide, and I will ſoon 

3 N | contrive 


\ 
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_ 
contrive that her ee ſhall gi ve us 


very little trouble. But you ſhall ſee, or 


hear, at leaſt, more of this little _ here- 
ln, . 


At preſent I muſt requeſt your atten- 
tion to the perſon on horſeback, who is 
talking to a plain looking man with a whip 

in his hand. He muſt be ranked, without 
heſitatiqn, among the favourites of fortune. 

His hiſtory is briefly as follows :— 


* He is Ae of Ireland; and in the 
earlier part of his life, found it convenient 
to attach himſelf to a woman, who, from 
having been a well-known lady of plea- 
 fure, had advanced herſelf to be the miſ- 
treſs of a faſhionable brothel. Her purſe. 
was, at this time, very ſerviceable to his 
views, and enabled him to appear on the 
trurf. —a place where all diſtinctions are le- 
velled, with ſome eclat ; ;— and ſuch was 
his ſucceſs, that he was, at length, enabled 
to purchaſe the moſt famous race-horſe of 
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the day, for which he gave the very large 
ſum, as it was then thought, of fifteen hun- 
dred pounds; and this hard bargain made 
his fortune: for that animal, in the qua- 
lity of a ſtallion, has produced him, for 
many years, a very great income, and given 
him various other advantages, which have 
made him a very leading character in the 
racing calendar. However, to his honour 
be it ſaid, that, in the day of his proſperity, 
he did not forget the friend of his adver- 
fity ; but made her as much an honeſt wo- 
man as he could - by making her his wife. 
He now keeps a very fine ſtud of horſes, — 
lives in a ſtile of elegance, — gives excel- 
lent, dinners, — and, in the ſociety of the 
turf, mixes with many of the firſt perſons 
in the kingdom. In the gambling of the 
horſe-courſe, in which foul play is, ſome- 
times, allowed to be fair play, he preſerves 
a reſpectable character; and, in private life, 
he does better” things than many, who, in 
the option of the world, are dere ene to 
* But 
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9 But while this man has de a large 
fortune by the poſſeſf on of an horſe, the 
gentleman with a black crayat round his 
neck, and half. boots, WHO this moment 
joins him, has been brought to ruin by a 
- fGimilar circumſtance. | His evil ſtars made 
him maſter of an Arabia an courſer, to whoſe 
fancied merits, and thoſe of his breed, he he 
has been ſo fatally infatuated,—that by a 
continuance, of loſing watches for large 
ſums, and as frequent bets for more, toge- 
ther with the great expence of his unpro- 
fitable ſtables, he 1 is become ſo reduced, as 
to be obliged to diſ poſe of his very valuable 
collection of paintings, antiques, and draw- | 
ings.—Indeed he will be more-fortunate 
| than he has lately been, or than unpardon- 
able imprudence deſerves, if, in the end, 
he eſcapes the OR and rs. of A 


priſon.” 


But I ſeea young vell-dreſſed man,” 
ſaid the Count, © with a fine noſegay in his 
3 * looks as well as his haſty ſteps, 


21 | mk 
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mark the impatience of his errand. It is, 
I ſuppoſe, to offer his bouquet to the bo- 
ſom of his miſtreſs, before it has loſt the 
freſhneſs of the garden from whence he 
has gathered it.” * Your ſuppoſition, my 
friend,” anſwered Aſmodeus. is at once 
natural, gallant, and like yourſelf; but un: 
luckily it is not true. The gentleman 13, 
certainly on an embaſſy to ladies; not 
however, to carry a noſegay, but a malici- 
ous Bon- mot, which he has heard within this | 
quarter of an hour: but fo great is his. 

ſpeed, that he will have loſt it by the Way. 

and give his fair friends an opportunity 

of laughing more at him, than they would 
have done at his 00 A x 


. That gratis who ins paſſed u us, 
ſaid the Demon, in a poſt-chaiſe and 
four, charged with ſuch a quantity of heavy 
baggage, is alſo gone upon an errand which 
will turn out very different from his pre- 


ſent ONS, 


« ESD - This 
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This worthy man has but one enemy 
in the world, but that is a very formida - 
ble one — it is his own heart, which is in- 
habited by all thoſe ſenſibilities that are 
ſometimes known, and not very unfre- 
- - quently, to impel a man ſo near the very 
verge of what is wrong, as to make it a 
doubt, with unreflecting e as to Tous 

ee of his character. | 


_ be hr, 1 550 aid any ching 


m his life but with the beſt intention in 
is world ; and yet he is continually doing 
ſomething that requires more trouble to 

. juſtify, than the good- -humour of mankind 
will think proper to take. The action of- | 
fers itſelf to public examination, and the 
motive remains a ſecret, —ſo that his er- 
reoxs have been frequently imputed, by thoſe 
© who viewed them at a diſtance, to an im- 
perfection of character, when they aroſe 
from nothing more than the power of his 
heart over his judgment. 


ce But 
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< But another unfortunate circum- 
ſtance about him is this; — that while he 
has ever been the ſlave of his own. heart, 
this very heart has been continually the 
ſlave of ſome fair object or other.— In 
ſhort; he has ever been in love; and, by 
nature, was formed for conſtancy; but 
an unkind return he met with in the early 
part of his life, though it has not hardened 
his heart, has rendered it of a more tranſ- 
ferable nature. It is al moſt unneceſſary 
for me to add, that he has been a dupe to 
women.--He has fallen in love with a maid 
ſervant, and thrown away thoſe attentions 
upon her, which would have won any wo- 
man, in any ſtation of life. He has taken 
a proſtitute from the ſtreets, to the com- 
forts of his on houſe. He has dreamed of 


reſtoring her to innocence, and making her 


a companion for himſelf. —Nay, when he 
found his endeavours were vain, he has wept | 
over her fate. By whom has he not been 
deceived? The friend in whom he truſted— 
the ſervant in whom he confided—the miſ- 


\ 
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treſs whom he loved have all played upon 
his ſenſibility, and made it W to 
their own * 


| 2 19 At . 1 he 3 the | 
- weaknels which has ſo long perplexed and 
diſgraced him 3 but, at the ſame time, is 


convinced that there is no other mode of 


_ faving himſelf from its future inconveni- 
ences, but by flying from thoſe objects 
which have called it forth. For this pur- 
poſe he has juſt quitted London, to paſs the 

© zeſt of his days at the antient ſeat of his 


family, which he has not ſeen for many 


years ; and has-not the leaſt ſuſpicion, that 


| before he has reſided there a week, he will 


be violently in love with the lg of 
| _ A . e | 


2 41 POL 115 A 8 with al 
my heart,” ſaid Don Cleofas ; but my 
ceurioſity is employed on a much more in- 

| tereſting object.—1 ſhould be glad, with 
your aſſiſtance, : to n ä the hiſ- 

| tory 
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tory of that charming woman in deep 
mourning, followed by a black boy, in a 
fantaſtic livery.” © © You will then, my 
friend,” replied Aſmodeus, * have but a 
very ſhort way to go; and à few minutes 
will take you to the end of your pfogreſs. 
The lady is' an impure of conſequence, and 
the favourite of a young Duke, to whom ſhe 
is really-conſtant while he remains in town; 
but when he is in the country, the practiſes. | 
conſtancy with twenty young men of fa- 


ſhion, who take eee of offering” | 
their ſervices to her. She is the daughter 


of a country clergyman, whoſe life has long 
been embittered by her conduct, and is at 
length ſhortened by it. The good man, 
about a fortnight ago, died of a broken 
heart. She has put herſelf, as you ſee; into 
deep mourning on the occaſion; and this 
is the only mark of reſpect, if it may be 
© thought to deſtrve that name, which” this 
amiable daughter en ſhewn her fa - 


ther, * 1 — 19 4. * Lt 10 211207 4+ * {81s 1 
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ih Permit me, at the ſame time, con- 

| rinued he; © to recommend to your notice, 
the wretched female who ſolicits her, with 
repeated entreaties, to purchaſe; a noſegay. 
She too was once an admired beauty, and 
lived in all the luxury of ſplendid proſti- 
tution: but diſſipation, folly and diſeaſe, 
have long ſince brought her to her preſent 
miſerable ſituation; and it is more than 
probable that the haughty fair who now 
diſdains to hear the tale of her diſtreſs, will 
one day experience the ſame forlorn con- 

dition and e allotment. 15 


i « But by way of inks the beneyo- 
Jeng: gravity of your countenance, ſaid the 
Demon, I muſt beg of you to obſerve a 
man of a pleaſant appearance, who is now = 
croſſing the ſtreet, with a lady hanging up- 
on his arm, and three: children walking 
before them. He is a gentleman, and an 
author—who helps a. ſmall fortune by the 
employment of his literary talents. He has 


"I SYS and {inhale and de- 
ſerves 
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ſerves well of ſociety and his country; for 
he contrives every year to produce a well- 
written book and a fine child. And his 
wite, who is a very clever, as Well as a very 
| wn gay aſſiſts him | in boch.“ h 55 
The dkedrnanbe 6 at once pleaſant 
and affecting, ſaid Don Cleofas; but it 
muſt be from your ſuggeſſions alone, that 
I can reconcile the character of a gentleman 
with that of a man who writes for money. 
« Spapiſh pride may dictate ſuch a ſenti- 
ment, anſwered Aſmodeus, but the in- 
habitants of this enlightned country (and 
it is a proof of their wiſdom) are of a dif- 
ferent opinion. There are Peers of the 
Realm, who have received the profits ari- 
ſing from their literary labours, without 


ſuffering any diminution of their character; a >; 


and I would ſuggeſt it to your underſtand- 
ing, whether it be leſs horiourable to derive 
emolument from adding to the ſtock of hu- 
man knowledge, than to receive the wages 
eren of a ſovereign, for the idle attendance 5 
E 2 on 
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on a court. Indeed, to deal fincerely with 
- you on the ſubject, I cannot diſcover any 

good reaſon why high · birth ſhould. diſ- _ 
dain thoſe advantages from its literary qua- 
lfications, which it is ever ready to receive 


fort military duties. Honour is equally to 


be felt and obtained in the ſtudy as in the 
field. Alexander preferred the · ſtudious 
labours of Ariſtotle to his own ſplendid 
conqueſts; and,, for my own. part, ſpeak- 
ing as a man, I ſhould, not heſitate a mo- 
ment to prefer the fame of Cicero to that of 
Ceæſar.— But we will leave the conſideration 
of theſe great characters, who are no more, 


to obſerve t thoſe who ** paſting be- 


| « a may not, perhaps,” continued 
he, % have obſerved that green carriage, 
with a lady and ſeveral children in it 


535 but this is, in fact, the fifth time it has 


poaſſed us in our morning walk. She is the 


wife of an honeſt man who, ſore months 


ago, was a leather r breehes-maker of d. 


es 0 pute, 
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pute, in this city; and being heir-at-law 
to a very rich old miſer, who died without 
| having had the courage to make a will, has 
unexpectedly fucceeded to a large fortune. 
The good woman being now elevated above 
her former acquaintance, and her former 


employments, and not having, as yet, 


found any to ſucceed them, paſſes the 


greateſt part of every day, to uſe her own 
expreſſion, in riding about the town in her 


coach; while her huſband, fatigued with 
having nothing to do, and being without. 


any ſociety in which he can amuſe him- 


ſelf, envies every man he ſees ſitting croſs- 
legged on a ſhop-board;; and regrets the 
day when he was taken from ſtitching do- 


| ſkin, to be made a gentleman. ' Indeed the 
favours'of fortune, much oftener than peo- 


- ple think, turn out bo” be 10 weng ar b 


all. | 
2 . 


«© Here is one, however,” continued Aſ- 
modeus, cc. who never will aſſent to ſuch an: 
opinion. The grave, elderly man, in the 

n car - 
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Tarriage that will in a few moments paſs 
rapidly by us, is phyſician of great know- 
ledge/and merited eminence in his. pro- 
feſſion; but whoſe love of money is, at 
leaſt, equal to his medical abilities; and 
you will be convinced that I do not miſ- 
repreſent him, reſpecting his avaricious 
propenſities, when I have related to you 
2 little anecdote, which has been a good 
deal talked of, and dars 15 W the 
left fortnight), f Ox 
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Among the great variety the per- 
ſons who look for health and reſtoration at 
his hands, there Was a gentleman, who 

3 baving been long confined to his bed, made 
it his conſtant practice to prepare himſelf 
with the neceflary fee, by having it ready 
in his hand, againſt the time when the 
doctor generally arrived to pay his daily 
viſit. — However, it ſo happened, that, 


ſion of the ſick i man, at the moment of the 
goctor's arrival. He, however, thought 
it right to take another look at his late pa- 

tient; 3 
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tient: and, on a profeſſional examination of 
his body, diſcoyeritig the uſual guinea in 


his hand, — Ah ſaid he, in a tone of 


much ſenſibility, my poor friend poſſeſſed 
© his generous feelings to the laſt.— The 
doctor, therefore, took the piece of gold, 
and was preparing to transfer it to” his 
pocket, when the nurſe ſtepped forwards, 
and ſtating her right, according to imme- 
morial cuſtom, to whatever the deceaſed 
gentleman had about his perſon, at the 
time of his death, eee in her claim to che 
guinea. 1 1 


it The doctor, at firſt, treated her pre- 
tenſions with a contemptuous diſpleaſure ; 
but finding that ſlie was reſolute in her 

demand, he propoſed to ſettle the matter 
by dividing the treaſure between them. 
The nurſe, however, ſcoffed at his propoſi- 
tion; and placing herſelf againſt the door, 
declared, in the moſt peremptory man- 
ner, that he ſhould not quit the chamber 
without yielding the whole of the golden 
WS 4 prize 
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Rize that he ſo unjuſtly. withheld. The 
doctor, who, was not in the habit ol letting 
any good thing eſcape from him, which he 
had once got in his poſſeſſion, began, at 
0 length, to threaten violence: when wh 
nurſe accuſed him, in a voice ſufficient to 
darm the whole houſe, of having ogbbed 
Nee tnirdiftreſs eee death 
of their maſter, repaired haſtily to the 
chamber; when, after the nurſe had related 
her ſtory, the doctor found himſelf under 
the diſagreeable alternative of giving up 
the guinea, or undergoing the diſcipline 
of a blanket. He therefore, without heſi- 
tation, determined on the former, and re- 
treated eee the hilfes of 
en anal. „ 
KLhere is certainiy een 
in che tory}? ſaid! Don Cleofas; * but, 
at the ſame time, it is rather calculated to 
excite averſion, than merriment; and, I 
ot „ prom wy: dear friend, if k 
n J 
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ſhould fall ſick during my ſtay in this coutr· 
try, that this moſt encellent doctor fnay 
not be called in deem ee een, 
prejudice, my good Lord, replicd the 
Demon, is very amiable, but ir will 
not, by any means, coaleſce with the con · 
cerns of life. If a man does the buſineſs 
well on which you employ him, what, in 


the name of common ſenſe have you to do 


with the foibles of his character Nou 
may have a confidende in a phyſician, wich- 
out reſpecting him as an individual. This 


very doctor is known to ꝓoſſeſs conſume» 
mate profeſſional; kill; and people ſend to 
him for his advice, which he willi ſell to- 


any body, and. not ſor his money, which: 


er r n is 3 iff 67 435499 1- 


blo os SO 
#64 But what: can bb the matter with-chat: 
gentlernan on horſeback,” ſaid che Count, 
«who has juſt dropped his whip from one 
hand, and his gloves from the other, and 
continues his courſe as if he knew nothing 


* 2 matter WE He is. a very flu tel. | 


* 5 low,” 
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low,” anſwered the Demon, e whom I 

- muſt, nevertheleſs, take the liberty of in- 

troducing to your acquaintance, that you 

may laugh at him, as his ſervant does, who 

is no picking up the articles which vw 
g VEN his e. | 


« With, avery gender W this 
young man has, ſomehow or other, adopted 
a reſpect for men of genius, and poſſeſſed 
himſelf with an ardent wiſh. to obtain a 
rank among them: But the method he 
employs to ſatisfy. his ambition, is equally 
| ſingular and ridiculous. Having formed 
an opinion that abſence of mind is the. jead- ; 
ing characteriſtic. of great talents and ſupe- 
rior knowledge, he aſſumes it upon every 
occaſion, where his idle fancy ſuggeſts that 


it can have the deſired effect of procuring 


him the credit of that intenſe meditation 
which is the habit of a profound mind. 
Ne will, at table, pour wine into his ſoup, 
and cover his potatoes with jelly, and ſwal · 
low them both, as if he knew not what he 


* 1 
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had done, —He will walk out in his gar- 
den with one foot clad in a ſnoe and ſplen- 


did buckle, and the other in a ſcarlet ſlip - 


per. He will take a book from his pocket, 
and preſenting it to a by-ſtander, recom- 
mend his ſnuff as juſt imported from Paris; 
and he will offer his ſnuff-box to another, 


and-aſk him if he has ever read that inge - 


nious author.—He will then, as if awaken- 
ing ſuddenly; into recollection, exclaim, 
with, a ſhrug,. What ſtrange beings we 
© abſent men are We are really guilty of 
* ſuch continual abſurdities, that I onder 
ve are not diſcarded from all ſociety.” . 


r But this man of genius has ſo much 
precaution about him, that he is neyer 
known to do any thing diſagreeable or in- 
jurious to himſelf.— He is never ſeen to 
put {alt into his coffee, or to ſend away his 
plate, till he has ſatisfied his appetite.— 
He does not ride againſt a waggon, or riſk: 
being run over by a coach, or let his fire 
out in a froſty morning. — He is abe 

| E 6 upon 
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upon the watch to exhibit his fomptoms of 
genius, when they will not be attended with 
any inconvenience.—Nor. would he have 
dropped his whip and his gloves this 
morning, if his groom had not been be- 
hind him to have picked them up: and if 
the man had accidentally paſſed them by, 
he would, on his return home, have been 
immediately diſcharged for his negligence, 
Th ſhort, he is, as it were, always awake in 
order to appear to be aſleep ; and exerts a 
never- failing prefence of mind, to catch 
the moſt ſeaſonable opportunities of pur. 
ting on a total e e * 98 


"Ah Let us not; hier; ” ſaid Don Cleo- 
fas, '* follow his example, by keeping our 
preſent- poſition ; or we ſhall be borne 
| down by the enormous miſs of fleſh and 
blood that is approaching us, and engroſſes 
the foot-way to itſelf. Never did I be- 
fore behold ſo large a body upon one pair 
of legs; and it really ſurpriſes me much 
8 38 A 272 of ftrength ſuf · 


80647 ficient 
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ficient to pere it. Your eng. 
ment then will be greatly encreaſed, 
fwered Aſmodeus, when I aſſure _ 
that the favourite amuſement of this comely 
gentleman is dancing ; and that when an 
opportunity offers, he never fails to exhibit 
himſelf in a minuet.” - © And is there 
not one perſon in the world, exclaimed 
the Count, who loves him well enough 
to turn him aſide from ſuch a fooliſ pro- 
penſity? — © As for that, replied the 
Demon, * he has friends in plenty; but he 
in reality poſſeſſes ſo many amiable quali- 
ties, that they cannot bring themſelves to 
give him the pain of laughing him out of 


one ridiculous failing. There are ſame. . 5 


follies of ſuch an en nature,” ſaid 
the Demon, ** that a good-natured man 
can ſcarcely bring himſelf to ſpeak harſhly. 


of them. Of this opinion you have juſt 


heard a ſingular example: but there: are 
others equally innocent, which every ſenſi- 
ble man muſt kold in contempt ; and I ſhall 


ne ha you an inſtance in that 
gentleman, 


\ 
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gentleman, whom-you ſee at this moment 
- getting into a chariot, the pannels of which 
are covered with the mantle that decorates 
his arms. | 


« If you viſit him in town, he fhews a 
portrait hanging over his dreſſing-room 
chimney- pirce, which he tells you is that 
of his grandfather ; and, opening his cabi- 
net, he preſents, with great care, to your 
examination, an old half-obliterated Lieu- 
' tenant Colonel's commiſſion, + given by 
George the Firſt to his grandfather. He 
then fatigues you with a long pedigree, 
that proves this ſame grandfather's deſcent, 
in a regular line, from one of the firſt 
Knights of the Garter. - At his table he 
has always ſome ſtrange old faſhioned piece 
of plate, for which he apologizes to his com- 
| pany, as very ee e it Eg 
to ene, e 4a 


cc In the country, he continues pi fame | 
ſtory nor will he f uffer you to finiſh the 
«common 
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common Glutations on your arrival there, 


before he forces your attention to the pic- 


ture of a man clad in armour, and mounted 


on a prancing ſteed, which is the principal 
ornament of the great hall. That por- 


trait, he will ſay, with an air of great 
conſequence, © was painted by Sir Godfrey 
* Kneller, and is a very fine reſemblance of 
my grandfather.” Nor will you have 
been half an Hour in his houſe, before he 


has informed you, that the great bow-win- 
dow was made, the ſtables rebuilt, the 


pigeon-houſe removed, the groves planted, 
and that three bells were added to the vil- 
lage peal by the ſame important perſonage. 
In ſhort, it appears, from every part of his 

diſcourſe, as if he wiſhed you to imagine 
he never had a father. But the truth is, 


that the grandfather, by his extravagance, 
involved his eſtate in ſuch a manner, that 


his ſon was obliged to enter into a profeſ- 
ſion; Which, however, he followed with ſo 
much induſtry and ſucceſs, as to enable 
him to leave the family property not only 

1 8 free 
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free from incumbrance, but ; 


enlarged, to the preſent poſſeſſor whom 


you have juſt ſeen, Lou will acknowledge, 
therefore, that he has every reaſon in he 
1 _— to Ae We: ne 6H 


” WMP ONE) cate] dss dees 
that your Spaniſh prejudice will not 
permit you to ſee this ſilly pride in the light 
it deſerves: I ſhall therefore offer another 
ſpecies of folly to your obſervation, in that 
luſty young man who is trotting down the 

ſtreet as faſt as his horſe can carry him. 


He is a pleaſant, careleſs fellow, whoſe 


' immoderate love of pleaſure will ſoon get 


to the far-end of a moderate fortune. All 
this he very well knows, but conſoles him- 
ſelf with the firm: belief that about the pe- 
riod when an extravagant diſpoſition has 
finiſhed his eſtate,—his diſſipated conduct 
will have. put an end to his life; and that 
they will, of coutſe, very conveniently; ex- 
pire together. But, alab f this curious cal · 
culator will be woefully miſtaken: for he 
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will live to curſe that ſturdy conſtitution 
which prolongs his 2 in all the miley 
of neglected n f 


« The fool who ſb upon his folly, | 
and bids defiance to the effects of it, de- 
ſerves no pity. But I very much wiſh,” 
ſaid Don Cleofas; © that you would ſhew 
me a wiſe man, if it be within the reach of 
your power; or is it beneath the gravity of 
winnen to walk the ſtreets?” By no 
means,” anſwered Aſmodeus 3 © and the 
gentleman whom you ſee knocking. at 
the door of a ſmall houſe, on the other 
ſide of the way, has an indubitable « claim 
to that character. Hoes | | 


19 He; is a man of family, who ela g. 
tiated with the diſſipation of a ſingle life, 
turned his thoughts, about five years ago, 
to the more rational coraforts of matrimo- 
ny. At this time two ladies were the ob- 
jects of his attention, and diſtracted his 

| | Pony : 
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choice. Sempronia was beautiful, vain and 
wealthy: Honoria was as amiable as ſhe was 
| handſome, but without fortune. He con- 
| ſulted his friends on this important occa · 
\ fion; and, according to their advice, he 
choſe the former, and entered into all the 
diſſipation of married life. Such was the 
diſpoſition of Sempronia, that from a violent 
love of pleaſure and ſplendour, ſhe had al- 
ready contrived to make her huſband get 
rid of one half of his eſtate, when ſhe for- 
_ tunately died ;—and he is now on the point 
of marrying Honoria, f in order to 1 


the e 

* 1 Rather imagine, ſaid the Count, 
e that my good friend has miſtaken the 
nature. of my requeſt ; for this wiſe man 
ſeems to me to have been as great a fool 
as any who have preceded him. He prefers 
a woman becauſe ſhe had a fortune, when 
he did not want it; and at the moment 
| - when his property is ſo greatly reduced as 

7 you 
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you repreſent it, he marries another without 
any fortune at all.“ A 

There may be ſomething ſmart in the 
obſervation,” . ſaid Aſmodeus, © but it is 
not founded in truth: it is very poſſible 
for the virtues of a wife to prove a more 
profitable portion than a profuſion of 


riches. —But, to return to our ſubje&t :—If_ 


you really wiſh-to ſee a human being who 
was never guilty of folly, and is invulnera- 


ble to error, you muſt ſeek him in ſome 


other ſyſtem ; for ſuch an one is not to be 
found in this. I would recommend you 
therefore to lay aſide your impracticable 
theory, and treaſure up the following maxim 
as an incontrovertible truth, That the man, 
who, from a ſenſe of paſt errors, reforms 
his future life, is, in the moſt enlarged 
ſenſe of the expreſſion, — a wiſe man. 
But here is one whoſe wiſdom, per- 
haps, may be more ſuitable to your fancy. 
Regard, therefore, I beg of you, with your 
1 eerey | moſt 
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: moſt. favourable attention, the perſon dreſ- 

. ſedin black, Who is on the moment of 
meeting us. —Obſerve the nicety of his 
peruke - the elegance of his gold - headed 

cane — and above all the ſell· complaiſant 

N ſmile thapenlivens his countenance. 


160 He is is a es I and -wh, for 
ſeveral years, as he ſtiled himſelf, librarian 
to a certain Lord of a very indifferent 
character, who had not fifty volumes in his 
houſe ; but, in fact, he was the willing 
miniſter of his pleaſures, and the faithful 
confidant of his moſt ſecret thoughts and 
actions. He flattered him to his face,. 
praiſed him in his abſence, — attended him 
in his amuſements, — and never failed to 
laugh at his Lordſhip's jokes, whether 
he or any other perſon was the object of 
them. In ſhort, he ſo wormed himſelf 
into the regard of his noble protector, that 
he was, at length, preſented by him to a 
living of conſiderable value. But no ſooner. 
was he indudted, with all the neceſſary 
. cexemonials, 


ceremonials, into his fat rectory, than he 
aſſumed a new character; and in the viſit 
of thanks which he paid to his patron, after 
expreſſing, with great gravity, the moſt 
ſincere acknowledgements for his late Kind- 
neſs, he hoped his Lordſhip would excuſe! 
him, if he then withdrew from his ſociety. 


He was now, he ſaid, © become the 


7 ſhepherd of a flock; whom it was his duty 
"i [inſtruct by example, as well as Pre- 


© cept; that, in his new ſituation, he had a 


character to ſupport, and a reputation to 


maintain, if not to acquire; and that he 


© muſt, therefore, be no longer conſidered 


« as an aſſociate of his Lordſhip's, unleſs 


© he would reform his life in ſuch. a man- 


© ner, as to render a communication with 
him nd longer a diſgrace.'— The noble 
Lord conſidered all this grave harangue 

and ſolemn demeanour, as a piece of buf- 
foonery, contrived and put on for his | 
amuſement z/ but on. finding himſelf. miſ- 

taken, 8 gave W to 1 


* very- 
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very ak oaths at hypocriſy, raſcality 
and ingratitude, his Lordſhip, without any 
ceremony, kicked the conſcientious divine 
down ſtairs; and recommended him, in the 
. ſtrongeſt terms, to the further diſcipline of 
his ſervants, who, by ſimilar applications, 
very quickly conveyed his Reverence into 
the ſtreet. The Chriſtian teacher, however, 
| bore his perſecution with the patience that 


became him; and conſoled himſelf with 


this reflection, — that though an angry Lord 

had kicked him out of his houſe, all the 
Lords in the kingdom could not kick him 
out of the benefice.” | 


8 The dy ah ſaid Don Cleofas, 
as ĩt ought to do; for both parties meet 
with their deſerts. The noble Lord found 
the merited returns of mortifying ingrati - 
tude, for having beſtowed a religious office 
on a perſon ſo very unworthy of it; while 
the clergyman received the diſcipline he 
deſerved, for his audacious hypocriſy. But 
pen 0:0 meat added . ſmi- 

* | ling, 
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ling, © and become 4 wiſe man.” That 
I deny,” replied Aſmodeus ;. © for though 
wiſdom may follow, and even, as it were, 
proceed from error, it will never be found. 
to influence a mind that has been corrupted. 
by the habits of low cunning, petty Kna- 
very, and abject ee | 


«+. Thar lady,” Bid che Count, „ in de. 


black coach, that ſtops immediately before 
us, has, amidſt all her fables, ſuch an air 
and look of content, that I ſhould imagine 
ſhe has lately got rid of an huſband who 


was a dead weight upon her. Your 


conjecture is perfectly well-founded,” an- 
ſwered the Demon; © but there is A ſecret 


circumſtance in her conduct with which 


the world is not acquainted. The very day 
after the poor good man was buried, ſhe: 


was privately married to an handſome 
young officer of cavalry, whom ſhe had 


long regarded with an eye of eoncupiſence. 


She retains, however, a very proper regard 
to the TE of her ſituation, and is de-. - 


termined 
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_ reriiſined to keep the matter a profound ſe- 
cret, unleſs ſhe ſhould find herſelf in a pre- 


mature ſtate of pregnancy: If that ſhould 
happen, ſhe will, at once, avow her mar- 


rlage, and ſubmit with patience to be the 


- talk of the town for a fortnight: if, how- 
ever, ſuch a circumſtance ſhould. mot take 


place, ſhe will wait till the uſual term of 


mum widowhood is expired; and tlien 

re- marry her preſent huſband with all the 
evlatef nuptial ey Dn. 
the buſineſs Ou FAY 


Ain. Msis de 5 ſcene of it b 


ie Don 'Cleofas, ** for the whole 
| fireet is filled with the pageantry of death. 
What a fad and ſolemn array do mine eyes 
| behold ! The nodding plumes—the paint- 


ed eſcutcheons—and- the waving banners, 
all tell me that ſome poor mortal has left 


Histitles—honours—and- his wealth behind 
him, and is going to take his laſt ſleep in 
the ſepulchre of his fathers. Of wealth 
en * 3 „he had great 


tore; ; 
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ſtore ; but honours, titles, and even views; 
he had none, —Gold was his idol and his 
god ; to obtain that, he defrauded the rich; 
oppreſſed the poor, and almoſt ſtarved him- 
ſelf.—Indeed, he died from the miſerable 


avarice of employing an ignorant journey=- - | 
man apothecary, who undertook to cure 


him at a cheap rate, with his maſter's drugs. 


The heir of his fortune, however, is deter- 
mined, though he paſſed through life like 
a beggar, that he ſhould 80 to I grave 


* a gentleman. 


« With this memento mori, continued 
Aſmodeus, « we will, if you pleaſe, cloſe 
our preſent ramble ; but inſtead of the 
dulneſs of a tele d 7ete, at your hotel, I 
will introduce to you a coffee-houſe, where 


you ſhall enjoy the novelty of dining i in 
public, and be made acquainted, at the 
ſame time, with a claſs of characters very 


different from thoſe, which, I flatter my= 
ſelf, have amuſed your morning's excur- 


fon.” While che Count was expreſſing 


Vox. II. EE his 
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E. his conſent and his acknowledgements, 
; they arrived at the door of an houſe, which 
announced in letters of gold, its fourfold 
capacity of Coffee-houſe, Eating-houſe, 

Tavern, and Hotel, | 
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What the DEVIL Apen TwWO STicks /hews 


AN CLzoras at the Eating-Honjes Ge. | 


rn 4 is a place,” ſaid the Demon, on 
entering the public room, where 
people take the different regales of the dif- 


ferent times of the day. They who frequent 


it at this hour, are, in general, ſingle men 


who do not keep houſe, married men, who 
prefer any ſociety to that of their own fa- 
milies, and ſuch accidental "gueſts as your 


Lordſhip and myſelf. I will order your re- 
paſt, and while it is preparing, will endea- 


your to give you a ſketch of the ee | 


perſonages around us.” 


« That little man in black” 2 als AL | 
modeus, © at the table oppoſite to us, is 
laying down the law moſt conſequentially ' 


to his company, which conſiſts of a young 
hoſter, and the ſurgeon of a merchant ſhip. 


F2 | He 
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He gives the characters of eminent lawyers, | 


deſcribes their reſpective merits and quali- 
ties, exhibits ſpecimens of their eloquence, 
and ſpeaks of ſtatutes, reports, and ſpecial 


pleadings, with all the importance of pro- 


found information. His auditors, who are 
ſo polite as to liſten to him with as much 


attention as if they really underſtood every 
word, give him entire credit for all he 


utters; and ſo they ought,— for he has 


n ſeveral wem tuin benrer to a gud ge. 


2 v « The man who” eats and talks at the 


ſame time; in the ſeat adjoining, is harangu- 


ing, in broken ſentences, on the - impor- 
tant articles of Britiſh wealth, and com- 


merce; and he ſpeaks of the funds as, if 
mY 


he had an hundred thouſand pound 
veſted i in them. With the current coin, 
indeed, he is very familiar for he is a 
banker sClerk, and counts out more money 
in a day, than he will Poſſeſs in the courſe 
of ** r | 


6 There 
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er There is a ſmart young man,” ſaid the 
Count, © who is regulating his watch by 
the coffee · room clock; the faſhionable 


neatneſs of whoſe appearance intereſts my 


curioſity.” He is a doctor, anſwered the 


Demon; © but his medical {kill is not for 
the uſe of men, but of inferior animals. To 
ſpeak more intelligibly, he is a farrier.; and 
not only phyſics horſes, but ſhoes them into 


the bargain. After he has taken his dinner 


here, he will, in all probability, go to the 
play, and flirt in the box-lobby. with wo- 
men of the town ; who may, as you have 
done, miſtake him for a gentleman. He 
carries on his trade at the other extremity 
of the metropolis, and if you were to paſs 
by his ſhop to-morrow morning, you would 
probably ſee- him in his ſhirt and leather 
apron, engaged in taking a nail out of an 
horſe's foot, or driving one into it. But the 


gentility of his ene remains to be 


explained. 


F, .... * Some | 
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Some years ago, the diſtinction of 
ranks in this country, at leaſt between the 
the gentleman and the plebeian, were to be 

5 diſcoveredi in their reſpective dreſſes. The 

ſhop Keeper, however wealthy, would not 

wear lace or embroidery, as unbecoming 
his ſtation; and the lower claſſes had an 
additional reaſon, that they could not afford 
to do it. It was left, therefore, to gentle- 
men alone to appear in cloaths of ſhow and 
expence. A perſon riding on horſeback, 
in a frock elegantly embroidered, could 
not but be conſidered as a man of genteel 
ſtation; and any perſon of inferior claſs 
who aped that character, by adopting this 
or any ſimilar diſtinction, could not fail of 
receiving that ſevere mortification which 
muſt follow the diſcovery of it—His ſu- 
periors would look down u pon him with 
contempt for his impertinent preſump- 
tion; while thoſe of his own claſs would 


treat him as ſcurvily as the daw was 


treated i in the fable, who is repreſented to 
have — itſelf in the plumage of the 
peacock. 
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peacock. But , at. preſent, the manners, as 


they relate to dreſs, are totally changed; 
and it may be truly ſaid, that the ſuperior 
ranks of life, in this "articular, imitate 
the figure of inferior ſtation. The polite 
world is now governed in perſonal appear- 
ance, by what is called eaſe and ſimplicity. 


Men of faſhion affect the dreſs of common 


life; and I am very certain, if the experi- 
ment could be made, that the farrier be- 


fore us, is, at this moment, as far as relates 


to the articles of his dreſs, as expenſively 
habited as the heir apparent of the empire , 


and might, without any impropriety in 
point of his appearance, ſeat himſelf this 


evening in the pit of the opera, by the ſide 


of a nobleman whofe horſes he had ſhod 


in the morning. If a man of ten thouſand 


pounds a-year goes into a retail ſhop to 
purchaſe an article, it is ten to one but he 


is ſerved by a perſon more ſmartly dreſſed 


than himſelf. Nay, it generally happens, | 


in families of the firſt rank, that the ſer- 
yants of the ſecond table, appear at leaſt 
122 $:- _ 
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in as good cloaths as their lords; and if 
you go into any of the faſhionable coffee- 
| houſes, the beſt dreſſed man in the room 
5 will prove to be the walter. 


555 This cuſtom may promote the com- 
fort, and in ſome degree perhaps leſſen 
the expences of the higher orders; but it 
is of very prejudicial conſequence to the 
lower claſſes of the people; by cauſing 
them to appear in places of amuſement 
and public reſort in ſuch characters as may 
prove, from various cauſes, extremely de- 
ü trimental to their private manners. 


3 When a certain formality of exterior 
appearance was conſidered as a neceſſary 
Paſſport to the boxes of a theatre, attornies 
clerks, hackney writers, and paſtry-cooks 
apprentices, never thought of expoſing . 
_ themſelves to the ridicule or the expence 
of f fuch a ſituation. But fince round hats, 
boots, and great coats are allowed admit- 


tance there, any man, of any rank, who 
has 
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has half- a- crown in his pocket, may 
figure in a front-box; and the rough rider 


of a livery ſtable may, in the firſt ſeats of a 
theatre, indulge his vanity, by elbowing a 
Lord, or employ his impudence in ſtaring 
at a Ducheſs, It is very poſſible for a gen- 
tleman, in theſe times, to turn aſide from 
one man, for the vulgarity of his dreſs, 
whom he will afterwards diſcover to be 


a perſon of quality ; and pay attentions . 


to another, from the gentility of his appear- 
ance, whom he may, the next day, ſee be- 


hind a grocer's counter. But this is not 


all. — nor indeed the worſt of it :—for, as I 
have before hinted, the faſhion adopted by 
people of ſtation and fortune, of dreſſing 
in a manner which is within the reach of 
every man's pocket, in this city, above a 
ſcavenger or a chimney-ſweeper, may be 
confidered as a public misfortune: as it 
evidently tends to elevate the views, and, 
of courſe, to corrupt the manners of the 
ue orders of nora e 
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ls But to make you amends for this po- 
| Htical harangue,” continued Aſmodeus, 
e Iwill communicate to you a pleaſant 
little hiſtory, which the man in boots and 
ſpurs, at the upper-end of the room, is 
whiſpering into the ear of an elderly per- 

ſon who ſits behind him. He is an aſſiſt- 
ant teacher at a riding and fencing - ſchool, 

and makes love to the handſome femme de 

chambre of a lively young woman of qua- 
lity, who, as a flattering mark of her con- 
flidence, informs him of all the ſecret tranſ. 
9 dae of her lady's particular acquaint- 
The ve he is now OR is as 


75 * 1 courſe of the winter, a young 


lady of faſhion, who is not ſatisfied with 


one of the beſt huſbands in the world, took 
an opportunity while he was im the country, 
to amuſe herſelf witk a handſome young 
nobleman, who is a particular friend of 
ber family, and was fo ſecure as to her man» 
ner La * the buſineſs, that ſhe 
: ventured 
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ventured to make her own houſe the place 
of aſſignation: but the viſits of her gallant 
were ſo frequent, and at ſuch unſeaſonable 
hours, as to render the object of them a 
matter of ſuſpicion to an old family butler, 
who had the konour of his maſter more at 
heart than his miſtreſs. In conſequence 
of his vigilance on. the occaſion, he ſaw 
what was, he thought, more than ſufficient 
to juſtify the tranſmitting to his maſter 
certain apprehenſions he entertained, that 
i he continued any longer out of town, he 
would very ſoon become the pity of one 
half of it, and the joke of the other. The 
lady, however, who had every reaſon to be- 
lieve that this prying old ſervant had diſ- 
covered ſomething of her manœuvres, em- 
ployed the following ingenious device to 
prevent any unpleaſant effects which might, 
otherwiſe proceed from her huſband's being 
informed of them. She therefore wrote a 
letter to acquaint him that Lord 
had paid her a viſit on the preceding evening 
1 a ſtate of intoxication, which gave her 
| 5 Þ 6 very 
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very great uneaſineſs; that the could not get 


him away till a very late hour; and when 
be at laſt yielded to her perſuaſions, he 


miſtook his way; and after making an at- 


. tempt to open her chamber door, blundered 
© down the back-ſtaircaſe, As this aukward 


accident, with the unpleaſant circumſtances 


of the viſit, might have a ſingular appear- 


ance to the ſervants, ſhe thought it ex, 


tremely proper to inform him of it, to 
guard him againſt any diſagreeable inſinua- 


tion which the laudable, but miſtaken zeal 
of ſome of his people might convey to 


him on the ſubjet, She concluded her 
epiſtle with the warmeſt expreſſions of af- 


fection; and requeſted to be indulged with 


his immediate opinion, whether or not ſne 
mould again receive Lord —, as 


well as his full directions concerning the 
manner in which ſhe * conduct herſelf 


een e 


by Thbs The reſpedtive os de ** and 
the butler, reached the worthy gentleman 


by 


3 
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by the ſame poſt, and produced tmoimare- 
diate anſwers. 


ee The firſt expteſied to his dearly be- 
loved and excellent wife, a firm and un- 
doubted confidence in her virtue, and treat- 
ed Lord s viſit as a matter of 
pleaſant ridicule, and deſired that ſhe would 
receive his noble and worthy friend when- 
ever he preſented himſelf at her door, in the 
ſame manner as if nothing had happened. 
The ſecond. contained an angry, and moſt 
politive aſſurance to the honeſt butler, that 
if he ſhould ever dare to repeat any ſimilar 
inſinuations reſpecting the honour of his 
lady, the puniſhment would be an immedi- 
ate diſcharge from his preſent ſituation.— 
The lady therefore has, ever ſince, received 
her gallant under the ſanction of her huſ- 
band's poſitive injunction; and the old but- 
ler, in order to keep a place in which he has 


grown gray, is obliged to ſhut his eyes, 
and hold his tongue. 


« I ſhould. 
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<I'ſhould'rather ſuſpect, ſaid Don 


Dh «that a certain friend of mine 


aided the ſuperior dexterity of this intrigue, 
which he has been ſo Kind as to relate to 


me. « By no means,” replied the Demon; 
the lady, I aſſure you, has begun the 


buſineſs without any of my aſfiſtance, aid 


will continue to carry it on with a degree 
of ſpirit and perſeverance, that does not 


want, and, indeed, could ſcarcely receive 
any additional ardor from the exertion- of 
my powers. Perhaps, when the huſband 
makes one of the party, I may make ano- 


ther, in order to forward the winding-up 
| of the piece. I do not doubt it,” replied 


the Count ; © but, in the mean time, ex- 
plain to me, if you pleaſe, the conduct of a 
ſhort, ſquabby figure of a man, who ever 


ſince we have been in the room, has ſat 


with a knife in one hand, and a fork in the 
other, as if he was waiting for his dinner.— 


What good or bad qualities he may poſſeſs, 
remains for you to irform me; but he 


ſeems 
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ſeems to be dig, at leaſt, with the virtue 
of patience.” 


* 


ce Tate“ anſwered: Aſmodeus, a 


a glutton of the firſt order, in his rank of 
life; he knows nothing of fricaſees and 
ragouts, & e. but is perfectly well inſtructed 
in the delisate morſels that are to be found 
in every joint of meat. He has now bri- 
bed the cook to let him know when the 
rump of beef is cut down to a certain part; 


he will then order his ſteak, and go into 


the kitchen to watch its dreſſing, that it 


own, 


% 


©, There is another ſolo, and of a very | 


different kind; ſaid:thie- Dembn; en Wil 


I ſhall preſent to your very particular no- 


tice. It is the ſlender perſon who fits alone 
at a table in the middle of the room, in a 


round hat drawn over his face. He does 


not viſit this place to get food for the body, 
but ſuſtenance for the mind; for he is a 


collector 


may not be carried to any table but his 
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cCollector of news, and is employed to fur- 
niſh articles of intelligence for a daily pa- 
per: for this purpoſe he frequents every 
place of public reſort ;—coffee-houſes— 
auctions - concerts theatres and every 
ſpecies of public exhibition; where it is his 
buſineſs to make the beſt uſe he can of his 
eyes and his ears. He ſees what is to be 
ſeen; and gets further intelligence by con- 
verſing with ſome, and liſtening to the con · 
verſation of others: in this manner he ca- 
ters for the preſs and the public.— This is 
an office that embraces every ſubje& of 
human occurrence: there is nothing above 


. reach, or beneath its notice. Actions 


the moſt diſcordant, and things the moſt 
oppoſite, coaleſce under his arrangement. 
In his memorandum bock of to-day, 
he has already noted down articles con- 
cerning the Emperor of Germany and 
Powell the celebrated walker; the Queen 
of Great- Britain, and a trial for crim con; 
the King of France, and a criminal hung 
in chains; a; Knight of the Garter, and a 


Knight 


IN ENGLAND.  - 137 


Knight of the bruſh; the corporation of 
London, and an alms houſe for decayed 
merchants ; the college of phyſicians, and 
and the learned- pig; the practice of the 
courts of law, and a mail-coach.— If a 


lady's hat ſhould be blown off in walking | 


up St. James's ſtreet, and a gentleman 
ſhould recover. it for her, and our collector 


be ſo very fortunate as to diſcover the 


names of the parties, it will prove a moſt 

precious article of intereſting information. 
The overturning of a phaeton will always 
be of importance to him; but ſhould a limb 


or two be fractured, it will be ſo much the 


better ; and if the attending ſurgeon can 
be aſcertained, ſo as to enlarge a little on 
his ſkill; the circumſtance will be com- 
plete. The phyſician himſelf cannot be 
more delighted at the ſickneſs of any per- 
ſon of conſequence; it furniſhes fees for 
the one, and articles of intelligence for the 
other, Politics and paſtimes, public cha- 
racters and private anecdotes, are the lead- 
ing ſubjects of modern newſpapers—As 


g . 


for 
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for moral inſtruction and rational informa- 


tion, they are of too dull a nature to ſuit 


the fanciful vivacity of the preſent times, 
A paragraph enlivened with a pun,— 
an anecdote tainted with ſcandal,—or an 
article well ſeaſoned with abuſe, would 
now be preferred to a moral eſſay, written 
with the taſte and ability of the Spectator. 
Indeed upon ſuch very enlarged principles 
are theſe daily prints conducted, that truth 

itſelf is by no means eſſential to the intelli- 

gence they furniſh. In ſhort, a good me- 
| mory, a good gueſs, and a rapid pen, the 
knack of framing a paragraph, of turning a 
compliment, or pointing a farcaſm—an 
active diſpoſition, a callous heart, ſome 
courage, and a proportionable ſhare of im- 
pudence, are the qualities eſſential to a 
- writer, who is paid to form the heteroge- 
neous mals of a daily print. But I ſhall 

have occaſion to enlarge further on this in- 
ſtructive ſubject hereafter. You will ex- 
cuſe me, therefore, if I now refer you to a 


© ant] 
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very ſingular, and indeed amuſing party in 
the next ſeat. 


85 lgonũit of a POT ER" 3 


for ſinging pſalms, and a muſician, equally 
celebrated for his performance on the tabor 


and pipe; They have been for ſome time 
engaged in a muſical diſpute concerning 
the period when, Jews-harps were firſt in- 


vented. The firft has been contending for 
their antiquity, while the latter is of opinion 


that the inſtrument in queſtion is an off- 
ſpring of modern times, or, at leaſt, is not 


of more antient invention than the tabor 
and pipe. The conteſt has been carried 


on with conſiderable warmth ; and though, 


as you may ſuppoſe, it has produced many 


curious arguments on both ſides, it has not 
produced any thing like conviction on either. 


They therefore applied themſelves to an 


elderly gentleman, who is taking a difh 
of coffee at the ſame table, to deter- 
mine the matter in queſtion; and he has 
juſt informed them, with great candour, 
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that the Jews-harp | is certainly a an inſtru- 
ment of great antiquity, and was invented 
at the ſame time with the tabor and pipe, 
when Orpheus, a famous muſician, firſt 


\ taught Latin in Great- Britain ; which he 


believes was about, or very ſhortly after 

the period when the Iſraelites made bricks 
for the Egyptians.— The diſputants, who 
are perfectly ſatisfied with this very learned 
deciſion, are preparing to depart. While 


tte newſpaper-writer, who has overheard 


it, is, as you may ſee, occupied in noting 
it down, to form a curious chronological 
article in his morning paper of to-morrow. 


_- & The little man at the table under the 
clock,” continued Aſmodeus, * is by 
| en an architect, and is, at this mo- 
ment, emp loyed in ſcooping the inſide of 
a French- roll, in order to. convey to his 
companion the true principle upon which 
a water-cloſet ought to be conſtructed. — 
He talks of Palladio as if he ſerved an ap- 
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prenticeſhip to him; criticiſes St. Paul's, 
—determines that the banquetting-houſe 
at Whitehall, was not the deſign of Inigo 
Jones, — and pronounces Weſtminſter- 
bridge to be, after all, but a clumſy chain 
of arches.—As for his contemporary ar- 
chitects, there is not one of them who de- 
ſerves a name in his catalogue.” © His own 
works then, I ſuppoſe,” ſaid the Count, are 

perfect models of architectural beauty.”— 


« The eſtabliſhment of his ſuperior genius 


muſt be left for a future period, anfwered 
the Demon; e for he has yet been em- 
ployed only in erecting a couple of ruins 
for a gentleman in the country. One of 
theſe ruins is an imitation of a broken Ro- 
man arch; but the beſt of the two is a 
dwelling- houſe, which tumbled down juſt 
as it was covered in. 


« The young man in mourning, to 
whom our modern Vitruvius addreſſes him- 


ſelf, is a jeweller and ſilverſmith in the 


city. ＋ he fine watch- chain, that dangles 
half 
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half way to his knees, was taken from the 
Thew-glaſs in his ſhop, to anſwer the pur- 
i poſe of temporary pride; and he dines 
occaſionally at this coffee-houſe, for no 
other reaſon whatever, but that he may 
have the pleaſure of aſſuming ſomewhat of 
importance at his club in the evening, from 
having dined in a very large el pe at 
the weſt· end of che town. | 
. Obſerve, if you pleaſe, iel 
| Aſmodeus, « the two men at the next 
table, who are drinking to each other with 
ſuch an appearance of cordial regard. The 
elder of them is an author of eminence, in 
his line, whoſe particular genius leads him 
to make catalogues, frame hand- bills, draw 
up advertiſements, and compoſe laſt dying 
i peeches, &c. The other is an auctioneer, 
who treats him with a dinner, in order to 
be perfected, by his aſſiſtance, in reading 
the titles of ſome books, which are a part 
of ſome houſehold furniture that he is to 
del to. momo.“ 


[ __ — en Yn. —_ HE ” 22 ; 


Cleofas, .“ with his hair about his ears, in 
the ſeat next the door, who lolls at his caſe, 
and is engaged in converſation with a per- 
ſon of his own age, in a ſcarlet coat, and a 


well - dreſſed, head, that would not diſgrace 


the ſhop-window of the moſt faſhionable - 


friſeur in London.” © I obſerve them, 
replied the Demon; * they are converſing 
together for the firſt time, and with a libe- 


ral ſpirit of communication, which is ſeldom - 
to be found among artiſts—they are telling 


each other all they know i in © hear: th 
profeſſions. | R ' 


— 


« He. in blue remarks, that genius | 


does little or nothing for a man, and that it 
is fortune or good luck which effects every 


thing. Sir Joſbua Reynolds, he ſays, 
$ has great taſte and ſome genius, yet with⸗ 
out being able to draw an academy figure, 
© * become the richeſt. painter in Europe. 


i poſſeſſes great induſtry, very little 


„ein and no taſte at all; and yet this 


© man 
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8 © manis employed and careſſed by Majeſty, 
to the excluſion of every other artiſt. — 
- © Garnſborough repreſented the nature he 
had ſtudied in a maſterly manner,—but 
Ait was very common nature, never ſoaring 
- © beyond the homely ſcenes of rural beauty, 
© and an inferior claſs of human characters. 
Yo Opie can only paint old men and ugly 
© women; there his vaunted merit ends; 
7 98 5 . give him beauty to repreſent and he 
daubs,.— . him grace to copy, and he 
© caricatures. / Romney's pictures los 
_ * tolerably well in his own houſe, and very 
© indifferent in any other, eſpecially if there 
© ſhould be in the ſame room, a tolerable 
© painting of another maſter. Wright 
Seelen have merit in their way; 
'© nevertheleſs he has obtained a degree of 
reputation which he by no means de- 
; ſerves. People are very apt to admire 
natural repreſentations of familiar objects, 
without conſidering, or, perhaps, without 
knowing, that patience is the principal 
* n to produce them. The flame 
I , of 
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of a candle che blaze of a blackſirith's 
© forge—a bladder—or a mahogany table, 


© are painted mechanically, like a flight of 


© ſteps, or the flutings of a column.— 
© Barry has genius, and claſſical feelings, 


but his colouring no where riſes into 


varmth. It is paſſing ſtrange, that the 
man's temper: ſhould be ſo hot, and his 


view of nature ſo cold. As for Mr. 


* Alderman: Boydel/'s gallery of Shak/peare, 


dit is, with all its parade and patriotiſm, 


© a very partial buſineſs.” That the un- 


: dertaking is an honour to the nation, 


* and will prove beneficial to the Arts, 


cannot but be acknowledged; but half 
a a dozen pictures excepted; there is not 
© a ſingle performance that would be ad- 
mitted into any collection of character. 
Nor cannot it be denied by any one 
4 1 in the Arts, that there are 


© painters-in this country, O have been 


neglected on this occaſion, whole / geni- 


us, if it had been called forth, 1 
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38 much of the traſh with which 


1 © the gallery is at preſent diſgraced.” 


& Such-are the ſcraps of erkticiſin which 
1 has collected from the newſpapers, or 


ö che converſation of academy pupils; and 
Contains all he has to ſay on the art which 
he profeſſes ; for he alſo is a painter, and 


will be diſcharged to-morrow by the coach- 
maker who has employed him to deco- 
rate the pannels of eee cha- 
riot, for having painted the figure Hope 


ng anvil, toſſed of an anchor. 


oy His companion alſo buck the 1 


„ulous tuſte of the times :— No encou- 
- © ragement,' he ſays, is given to the 


© higher order of theatrical merit; ſing- 
© ſong and buffoonery would now be prefer- 
© red to thoſe powers which were ſo much 


1 admired in Garrick and Barry. —in Hol- 
* land and Powell. Mrs. Billington and 
Mr. Edwin will crowd one houſe to 


4 3 * is per- 
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* forming to empty boxes at the other.— 
Managers may have judgment, but what 
can they do? they muſt ſubmit to the 
public caprice; and many an actor of 
© merit, is forced to ſubordinate parts 
© which diſprace him, becauſe that line of 
« playing in which his excellence would 
© appear, is neglected by the faſhion of the 
day, — This man, alſo, has his gleanings 
of criticiſm ; he is a retainer at one of 
the playhouſes, and is going home to re- 
freſh his memory in the part he is to per- 
form this evening, 3 is to repeat, 
© paſt twelve o'clock,” three times, in the 


character of a watchman, in a pantomime 
entertainment. 


« am prevented,” ſaid Don Cleofas, 
te from giving your critics the laugh they 
deſerve, by that tall figure of a man, in a 
ſhabby great coat, and with a few gray 
hairs turned into ſomething like a curl, on 
each ſide his meagre countenance: beneath 
the exterior of poverty, he wears that 

G2 
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lock, and thoſe manners, which tell me he 
haas ſeen better days, He is at this mo- 
ment bowing, with an air of moſt humble 
 Tubmiſſion, to the pleaſant looking gentle- 
man who is juſt quitting the table;” And 
with ſome reaſon,” [ſaid the Demon, for 
he is thanking him for having paid for his 
dinner ; and it really concerns me, my 
friend, that I muſt be ſo unfeeling' as to 
diſſipate your preſent commiſerating ſenti- 
ments, by drawing aſide the veil which 
covers a character of all others the moſt | 
humiliating to human nature. „ 


45 That man, in the early part of 1 life, | 
poſſeſſed a moſt amiable and generous diſ- 
poſition ; and, of all other men, was the 
moſt likely to do that kindneſs to others, 
which he now continually ſolicits for him 
ſelf. But a ſingular chain of events have 
operated t to produce a moſt wretched change 
in his nature, and brought him to practiſe 
thoſe ſubmiſſions from the impulſe of ava- 
rice, which a liberal mind ſcarce knows how 

; | 0 
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to Apt when urged by the moſt gri- 
ping neceſſity.” © And is it poſſible,” 
interrupted: the Count that a man can 
have brought himſelf to the moſt mortify- 
ing of all habits, from any other motive | 
but the Tom bitter diſtreſs 2a 


= It is even fo” plats Det 
* for this perſon i is not only ſuperior to 
poverty, but is, at this moment, in a 
ſtate of affluence which would enable him 
not only to keep an hoſpitable table, but 
td accompany it with the comforts and 
gratifications of genteel life. Nevertheleſs, 
he takes every opportunity of getting a 
meal in the manner he has juſt practiſed; 
and is not only contented, but makes it 
the great object of his life, to feed from 
the eleemoſynary bounty of ſtrangers, in 
order that he may add the pittance he 
allows for his daily expences, to the accu- 
Wr * of his uſeleſs vealch. 8 


— 
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„„The hiſtory of his cops from 
worth and virtue, to his preſent unexam- 
- pled ſtate of miſery and baſeneſs, will form 
the hiſtory of his life, and is as follows: 


cc He was the only fon of a well-bene- 
ficed and learned clergyman, and received 
every advantage from education, which 
his father, a public ſchool, and the univer- 
fity of Oxford could afford him. He was 
already conſidered as a very accompliſhed 
of fourſcore thouſand pounds, to the 
guardianſhip of our hero's father. By this 
circumſtance an opportunity offered itſelf 
to make their ſon's fortune, which the old 
people did not neglect; and their wealthy 
ward was no ſooner marriageable, than they 
connived at, or rather forwarded a runaway 
match, which made her their daughter-in- 
law.—Nor could they, in point of happi- 
neſi, have dane better for her; fot though 


the advancement of their ſon was the prin- 
cipal object of this arrangement, it ſo hap- 
pened, that the young lady obtained by her 
premature marriage, an huſband who was 
devoted to her happineſs, and made it the 


fludy of his life to prove, that both herſelf 


. 


122 Alegre r 
he had the misfortune to loſe both his pa- 


gance, till the young lady fhould rake 
one che ee e ye Fa 


| LE; 


"4; = The Oi e ee at 


length arrived, when ſhe artained the age 


of rwenty-one years; and a very large 


company of their friends had been previ- _ 


ouſly invited, to ſhare in the joys of it. 
This excellent young woman, however, 
did not forget, in the midft of all theſe pre- 
r what ſhe owed to the huſband 

G4 ſhe 
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rents in the fame month; and what they 
| left behind eee ient to 


| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
' 


"a4 
. 


£ 152 DEVIL \VPON Two $TICKS 


ſhe loved and therefore propoſed, while 
they were at breakfaſt together, to ſend for 
a lawyer to make her will, and begin the 
bappy day, by immediately ſecuring her 
fortune to her huſpandʒ which, as ſhe had 
no children, would, in a failure of her be- 
queſt, paſs away to ſome diſtant branches 
of her own family. He, on the contrary, 
inſiſted that a day ſet apart for ſo much 
joy and happineſs, ſhould not be interrupt - 
ed by any ceremony of ſuch 2 gloomy 
nature. She, nevertheleſs, continued to 
urge her propoſal, and he, as ſteadily to re- 
fuſe it: — ſhe then entreated to have the 
liberty of calling in witneſſes, to make a. 
declaration of her intentions in his favour, 
which could be done in a moment, and 
would in fact operate, in caſe of any im- 
mediate accident, according to her wiſhes. 
This too was kindly. denied her: in ſhort, 
this conteſt of animated regard on the one 
hand, and delicate affection on the other, 
ended in his abſolute promiſe, that on the 
eee. morning, her wiſh, in this par- 
| ticular, 
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ticular, ſhould be completely gratified.—* 


The day therefore was: paſſed in the moſt: 


joyful feftivity, and a ball in the evening . 
was to form the concluding part of it. 
Animated by thoſe ſenſations of pleaſure 
which the oecaſion ſo naturally inſpired, 


this charming woman danced beyond her 


ſtrength, and about midnight was taken ſa- 
ill, as to be carried immediately to her bed; 
2 violent fever enſued, —a delirium quick 
| ly followed, from which ſhe never recover- 
ed; and, on the following day, the wretched 
hu ſband was deprived, in one moment, of 


his wife and his fortune. I ſhall not trou - 
ble you with deſcribing the miſery of his 


| fituation; it is ſufficient for me to obſerve, 
1 1 eee he on Its 


- 2500 His hand nale ex was, la 5 
time, almoſt exhauſted-; but a few hun- 
dred pounds, of which the heirs of his wife 
could not deprive him, and a prize of a: 
thouſand n which he gained in the 
"Oe? "WIL ROW 


- 
* 


|. 
i 
1 
L 


i 
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lottery, preſerved him rom beggar, and, 


apes eee e 
ee ee ee i he had 
received, he, in a ſhort time, was ſo far re- 
covered from it, as to turn his thoughts 
to the manner in which he: ſhould ſhape 
his courſe. The little he poſſeſſed, being 
inſufficient for any purpoſe of comfortable 
maintenance, he was anxious to employ it 


rr — 


and applied to the friends of his promiſed 
proſperity to aid him with their counſels, 
and forward his intentions, whatever they 
might be: but they all melted away, as it 

were, on his approach: — He could obtain 


re the beſt of them, but civil 


pity; and was ſurpriſed to find; that he 


muſt depend upon himſelf alone for anß 


advantage which * an — in his 
_ life. | | 


«a He ee | ee, to quit a 


Ee which afforded him not a ſingle com- ” 


fort 
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fort in poſſeſſion or in hope; and aceord- 
ingly purchaſed a commiſſion in a march 
ing regiment which was ordered to Jamaica 


Though he adopted this meaſure from no 
other motive but its being the only one 


that preſented itſelf, he had every reaſon 


to conſider it as a very fortunate chance: 
from a ſudden mortality among the officers 
of the regiment, promotion came very un- 


expected; and, in a ſnort time, he found. 
himſelf captain of a company, with the 
means in his pocket of commanding a fur- 


ther advancement. Indeed from his ami« 
able manners, his various accompliſhments, 
and his peculiar misfortunes, he was not 
only treated with regard, but cheriſhed 


with kindneſs, by the generous Creoles.— 
It was not, therefore, conſidered: as an ex- 
ample of unmerited good fortune, when he. | 


married the widow of a wealthy pliner, 
nnn. JOE" 


„ But, at this period, the charater FA 
our gentleman took a new turn;—by a de- 
G 6 lusccate 
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 licate inattention to his own intereſt, he 
had once loſt a large eſtate, and he was 
determined never to repeat it.—His own 
, particular advantage was now become the 
\ chief, indeed the only object of his life; 
and he was reſolved to: reap all the benefits 
of his preſent ſituation, while it was in his 
his wife in her former elegance and hoſpi 
table mode of life, he curtailed all unne- 
ceſſary expences, lived in a ſtate of unſo- 
clal privacy, — fold his commiſſion, and 
gave himfelf up entirely to the view of pro- 
Vviding, from the income he enjoyed by his 
| marriage, the means of comfortable ſup- 
* in caſe. he ſhould wiel it. 
| cc « The. Dogg r e * hs, 
| inftead. of having a ſubmiſſive, grateful, 
and envied huſband, found herſelf under 
the controul of an avaricious maſter, made 
many unavailing efforts to turn him from 
his purpoſe. But inſtead of his yielding to 


* 


her intreaties, ſhe was brought over, by his 
great perſonal attention and kindneſs, to 
be a convert to his ſyſtem; — in ſhort, after 
ſome time, ſhe not only became contented 
with her ſituation, but adopted his penuri- 
ous life, and forwarded, to the utmoſt. of 
her power, the objects of his ceconomy ; 
ſo that, when at the end of twenty years, 


- ſhe quitted him for ever; he had, with 
her aſſiſtance, contrived to accumulate up- 


wards of fore nend won, 


3 after hls event, Fo 3 to 
his native country, where the love of mo- 


ney, and the habits of avarice, have ſo ; 


encreaſed upon him, that he purſues the 


miſerable. and diſgraceful conduct which 
you have juſt witneſſed. - But this is not 


all ;—he has other and more agreeable re- 


ſources of advantage, from ſeveral elderly _ 


widows and maiden laces, who form the 
whole of his acquaintance 3, to them he 
e eee r. but as 
| me 
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a gentleman and a retired officer, of ſmall 
fortune, and they treat him accordingly.— 
To anſwer his purpoſes with them, be lives 
in a decent lodging, and ſometimes af. 
ſumes the genteel appearance of his time 
of life. Indeed, he is a kind of general 
beau to this female ſociety, who are con- 
tinually calling upon him to attend them 
co public diverſions, or make one of their 
private parties, when he never fails of 
being rewarded for his trouble, by a deli- 
cate meal; and reimburſing himſelf with 
 Intereſt,. for the extraordinary expences 
which theſe duties occaſion, by pilfering 
ſixpenees and ſhillings from the old ladies, 
at quadrille, and pocketing the charitable 
contributions, which, on one pretence or 
- other, he is continually levy ing upon their 
When, however, he is without invi- 
tation from theſe quarters, and thinks it 
imprudent, or, at leaſt, has not what he 
conceives a N excuſe, to invite him- 
| iy, 
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parties. On entering a coffeehouſe, he 
looks round to diſcover ſome one who 


wears the appearance of anſwering his 


purpoſe; and he never orders his breakfaſt 
or his dinner, till the probability of his 


object is aſcertained. He then, with a 


very modeſt air, aſks leave to fit at the 
ſame table with the perſon on whoſe pocket 
he means to levy his contributions, 
commands a ſparing meal, —enters into a 
converſation, which he knows how to con- 


duct in a moſt agreeable manner; and 


when his gentleman calls the waiter to pay 
his expences, our hero hints his diſtreſs, 
and in a tone, accompanied with a look of 
genteel ſubmiſſion, requeſts his little mat 
ter may be added to it. In ſuch appliea- 
tions he not only very ſeldom fails of ſuc- 
ceſs, but frequently receives an added pre- 


ſent: and for theſe benevolences he is 


very frequently indebted. to people wha 


do not poſſeſs a tythe of his income. Nay, 1 


the gentleman who has preſented him with 
LIE ne 


felf, he Llfies forth on theſe nn. 


\'\ 
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the dinner of this afternoon, is a brave 
half-pay officer, covered with ſcars, and 
whoſe whole revenue does not amount to 
ten e a day,” 


It is to be hls 8 Kad the 
Count, * that he ĩs thus iniquitouſly heap- 
ing up wealth for forme one who will know 
how to employ it. That may be the 
caſe,” replied the Denidn; © for as he will 
not have even generoſity enough to be- 
queath it by a laſt will and teſtament, it 
will deſcend to his next heir; who, after a 
long enquiry, will prove to be that very 
half- pay officer, to whoſe: generous nature 
he is become ſo lately.indebted.” © And I. 
wiſh . moſt ſincerely,” added the Count, 
« that. the Tm. was to take place this. 
very moment.” © Of. that, | anſwered. 
Aſmodeus, © I cannot perceive any very 
Peng m 3: Arad 1 


—— 


% Nou maſt be, ie doubt, very „ 
much mx at the * variety of cha- 
| . racters 
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rafters which have met together by chance, 
in the ſmall compaſs of this room; but 
your aſtoniſhment will be called to a new 
exertion, when I inform you concerning 
thoſe gentlemen who have dined at the 
table adjoining to our own. From their 
vicinity to us, you may have hitherto 
overlooked them, — but I muſt now defire 


you to favour them with your moſt parti- 


cular attention.“ 


ce The experience I have acquired,“ 
ſaid Don Cleofas, „ fince I have been in 


this coffee houſe, is more than ſufficient to 


make me very jealous of appearances; or 
oiherwiſe, I ſhould. ſuppoſe thoſe perſons. 
to be of a ſuperiar claſs to the generality 
of people who come to take their caſual 
dinner at ſuch a place as this :—their de- 
meanour appears to be that of the higher 
ranks of ſociety.” )... 


« Your conjecture, my good friend,” 
zeplied the Demon, ** is perfectly right; 


\ 
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for one of them is the ſon of a man who 
was a king, — and the other will one day 
be elected to the ſovereignty of a great 
nation; ; and by way of a curious addi- 
tion to the circumſtance, neither of them 
have money enough in their pockets to 
pay for the repaſt which they have juſt 
taken. The bill for their dinner now lies 
upon the table between them, and when 
they have come to an explanation on the 
buſineſs, one of them will go to an ac- 
quaintance in the neighbourhood, to bor- 
. row the trifle neceſſary to extricate them 
both from their preſent difficulty.“ 


* Indeed,” exclaimed the Count, my 
preſent aſtoniſhment is of ſuch a nature as 
almoſt to amount to incredulity ; and, 
with great ſubmiſſion, to your ſuperior 
knowledge, I am very much diſpoſed to 
conſider this laft exhibition to be for ſome 
amuſement of your own, rather than for 
the inſtruction or entertainment ber 


n ſervant, 
466 My 


mon, * are of a very different nature; and 
whatever they may be, will never make 
you, at leaſt, an object of them. On the 
contrary, I very ſeriouſly aſſure you, that 
what I have already related concerning theſe 
diſtinguiſhed perſonages, for it is forbid 
den me to enter into any further explana- 
tion, is the literal truth; and if you will 
examine the lineaments of the man oppoſite 


to us, it is more than probable that, in 


the courſe of your future travels, you will 
recollect them; when, inſtead of ſitting, as 
you now do, at eaſe beſide him, you will 
find it neceſſary to bend your knee before 
11 : 


« It is to be hoped, however,” continued 
ke, * that your aſtoniſhment will not 
prove ſo very powerful as to ſicken your 
appetitg for the very fine capon that is now 
preſented to you.” I hope not,” replied 
the Count; * nevertheleſs, my mind is 
ene, occupied by the circumſtance you 

have 
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war My recreations,” anſwered the De- 


1 
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have explained to me; and if it were con- 


ſiſtent with your plan of operations, I 
fhould conſider it as a very great indul- 
gence, if you could, ſome how or other, 
contrive for me a little accidental coffee- 
houſe converſation with theſe two extra- 
ordinary perſons.” «© Your Lordſhip,” ſaid 
Aſmodeus, well knows my ardent deſire 
to oblige you, but at preſent you. muſt be 
To good as to diſpenſe with my company 
for half an hour: official duty calls me 
hence; but.by the time you have finiſhed 
your dinner, I will return to enliven your 
deſert.” 


T he ei upon Two Sticks immedi- 
ately quitted the room ; and Don Cleofas 
had already made a- confiderable inroad: 
upon the good. things before him, when 
he diſcovered, that while he had plenty of 
ſolid food, his negligent caterer had not 
provided him with what was neceſſary to 
moiſten it He therefore began to call 
aloud for wine but his demand being 
: made in a language the waiters- did not 
underſtand, | 
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underſtand, a kind of diſtreſſing confuſion 
enſued; when che future king, who was 
now alone, introduced himſelf in the poli- 
teſt manner to the Count, entreating per- 
miſſion at the ſame time, to have the 
honour of ſerving him as interpreter; and 
taking the ſeat which Aſmodeus had lately 
quitted, exerciſed that office in the moſt” 
obliging manner, till his dinner was : 
concluded. Don Cleofas then propoſed = 94 
coffee; and that kind of eaſy, pleaſant con- 
verſation took place between them, which 
men of the world, though perfectly ſtran- 
gers to each other, can ſo readily adopt.— 
This agreeable communication laſted till 
the gentleman returned who had been to 
raiſe the ſupplies, as the Demon foretold ; 
when the embryo ſovereign, with his roval ' 
companion; took their leave; and their 
departure was immediately followed by the 
return of e | 


« And how has your Lordſhip paſſed 
your time ſince my departure?“ ſaid he, 
f 8 ä as 


FF 


— 
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as he took his ſeat. © Incomparably well,” 
anſwered the Count; ©* and, thanks to your 
kind arrangement, the laft wiſh I expreſſed 
has been moſt completely gratified: I need 
not tell you that your place has been occu- 
pied moſt agreeably, as well as uſefully, by 
the very perſonage with whom 1 ſo much 
deſired to have the opportunity of conver- 
ſing; and when he aſcends the throne, to 
which you aſſure me he is deſtined, my 
curious pride may, perhaps, ſometimes 
dictate to me, the ſecret ejaculation that 
his Majeſty, to uſe his own expreſſion, has 
eren the honour of acting as my inter- 
preter.” | 


2 Your pride,” interrupted the Demon, 
© may, in common with that of the reſt 
of mankind, grow ſometimes from little 
things; but I muſt not, however, ſuffer 
mine to be gratified by arrogating to my- 
ſelf the merit which does not belong to me. 
Ireally did not exert any portion whatever 
of my influence in the arrangement which 
| you 


"FN ENGLAND. 17 
you attribute to me; though I rather fore- 
faw, but without employing that preſcient 
faculty which, in certain caſes, I am per- 
mitted to poſſeſs, that the ordinary courſe 
of things would lead, in this particular, to 
the gratification of your wiſhes. I well 
knew certain little wants would preſs 
themſelves upon you, during my ſhort ab- 
ſence ; I alſo could not but be ſenſible 
that you were deficient in the language ne- 
ceſſary to make them known; and I was 
equally well aſſured that it was impoſhble 
for the politeneſs natural to a man of high 
birth, who muſt be a witneſs of your em- 
barraſſment, to lay dormant on the oc- 
caſion, and to fail in bringing him for- 
ward to relieve it. 


© Indeed, my friend, continued he, 

© much of the true art of life depends up- 
on knowing when to leave things to their 
natural courſe; as it is the principal merit 
of a phyſician to poſſeſs the faculty of aſ- 
certaining when nature is to be left to 
2 herſelf, 
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| herſelf, and hw ſhe requires the aid of 
medicine.—Many a man has gained a re- 
putation for conſummate ability in ſome of 
the principal, and which are coriſidered as 
the moſt arduous ſituations in life, from 
no other employment of his wiſdom, than 
that of leaving circumſtances and things 
to their own natural operations; while 
others have not only impeded, but baffled 
ſucceſs ;. and, of courſe, loſt the applauſe 
due to their honeſt endeavours, by ſtri- 
ving to produce effects from the interpo- 
ſition of their own exertions, which the 
-  vninterrupted courſe of natural cauſes, 
would, of themſelves, have brought to 
| complete maturity.“ 


Here the obſervations of Aſmodeus were 
interrupted by a noiſe, which was imme- 
diately found to proceed from a little man, 
who was aſleep over a bowl of punch, in 
a corner of the room; and was ſnoring in 
a very diſagreeable manner. The Count 

F to order the waiter to filence the 
gentleman 
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gentleman by waking bim: . beg leave 
to oppoſe that motion,” ſaid the Demon, 
« for he is a very quiet, inoffenſive and 
amiable character, who never is in peace 


but when he is aſleep ; and it would really 
be little leſs than extreme cruelty to awa- 
ken him to the reflection, that he has this 


very afternoon been driven, by the ill- 


humour of a termagant wife, from his 
own comfortable dinner, to take a caſual. 
meal in this place. Indeed, with ſuch 


a partner as this poor man has got, it 


would be a great happinels to ** if he 


were to aw ake no more.“ 


« Tn ſuch a ſituation,” ſaid the Count, 
* T ſhould recommend the good people 
to get rid of each other at once, and look 


for happineſs in other and more ſuitable 
connections. Such a plan is very eaſily 
propoſed,” replied the Demon, * but not 


ſo eaſily reduced to practice. No of. 
fence againſt the marriage contract, but 


abſolute infidelity, c can cauſe the diſſolution 
Vol. II. H of 


* 
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of it. An huſband and his wife may ho- 
nour each other with the moſt cordial ha- 
tred, —they may order matters in ſuch a 
manner as to bring down ruin upon them- 
ſelves and their families, —they may exer- 
cCiſe the mutual efforts of the moſt offenſive 
malice, and lead a life of mutual injury, 
without being able to gain any effectual 
relief, while the chilly virtue of chaſtity is 
preſerved: ſo that a man who is thus 
- matrimonially connected, will frequently 
think himſelf happy in the ridicule and 
diſgrace of cuckoldom, as the only poſſible 
mode of putting an'end to his miſery. 


« But to declare the truth,” continued 
Aſmodeus, © which, for your inſtruction, 
my friend, I occaſionally force myſelf to 
do ; it muſt be acknowledged, that the 
difficulty of obtaining matrimonial divor- 
ces, is a regulation perfectly conſiſtent 
with the intereſts of civil ſociety : for ſuch 
are the caprices of the human mind, and 


the nature of the human paſſions, that a 
general 
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general liberty of diſſolving the marriage 
tie would be abuſed beyond all other; and 


not only tend to deſtroy the moſt valuable 
ſentiments, as well as the moſt endearing 
connections of private life, but occaſion 
continual interruptions in the general and 
neceſſary order of public ſociety. If it 
could be made compatible with the inte- 
reſts of any form of government, that an 
officer ſnould be appointed with full pow- 
ers to undo what the prieſt had done, his 
office would be the moſt woubleſome, and 
if the fees of it were arbitrary, the moſt 
profitable, that has ever yet been eſtabliſhed 
in any country.” | 


«© Though I have every reaſon,” replied 
Don Cleofas, with a ſigh, © to confider 
matrimony as the firſt of human bleſſings, 
for it was ſuch to me; yet I do not doubt 
but the profits of the office you have de- 
ſcribed, for one year, would enable the poſ- 
ſeſſor of it to purchaſe a principality.” 


H 2 Whe 


1 
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While he was - ſpeaking, a well- dreſſed 
young man entered the room, and, after 
having taken a turn round it, took up a 
newſpaper, and ſeating himſelf at a table 
adjoining to that where the Count had dined, 
entered, to all appearance, on an attentive 
peruſal of the chronicle of the day; when, 
as if ſuddenly recollecting himſelf, he turn- 
ed round to the Spaniard, and in a very 
polite manner, demanded the hour of the 
afternoon: — The aukward look which the 
ſurpriſe of this unexpected queſtion from 
a ſtranger, as well as the ignorance of the 
language in which it was delivered pro- 
duced, and the inſtant laugh of the Demon 
on the occaſion, had ſuch an effect upon 
the gentleman's modeſty, that he apologiſed 
for what he perceived was conſidered as an 
impertinent queſtion, and in a ſtate of 
evident confuſion, immediately quitted the 
your | | 


Don Cleofas, who could not conceive 


the meaning of what he ſaw, informed his 
friend 
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friend of the impatience he felt to be in- 
dulged with an explanation of this extra- 
ordinary ſcene. © I muſt entreat you 
then,” ſaid the Demon, © to prepare your 
faith as well as your aſtoniſhment for what 
I am about to unfold to you. The gen- 
tleman only aſked you in a very civil man- 
ner, to inform him concerning the hour of 
the day;—in ſuch an application, you may 
very naturally imagine, that there could be 
nothing of rudeneſs or impropriety ; but, 
ſetting aſide the immediate motive of the 
queſtion, there was a great deal both of 
one and the other; for, in the firſt place, 
there is a dial in the room, which hangs 
up on purpoſe to anſwer ſuch queſtions ; 
and if it had not occurred to him to con- 
ſult that oracle, the waiter was the proper 
perſon to ſatisfy his demand.—PBut, to tell 
you the real ſtate of the caſe, the gentle- 

man belongs to a gang of pickpockets, 
and he wiſhed to ſee whether your watch 
was worth an attempt upon it; and when 
ws had beheld the elegance and enrich- 
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ments of your time-piece, he would, with 
many thanks for your politeneſs, have ta- 
ken his leave, to inform ſome of his party, 
who are hovering about the neighbourhood, 
of the circumſtance ; and on your return 
home, they would have employed all their 
arts and contrivances to have eaſed you of 
that valuable bagatelle. The confuſion in 
which, this worthy perſon retired, aroſe 
from your look of ſurpriſe, and my burſt 
of laughter, which made him SE that 
he himſelf was ſuſpected. 


* 1 acknowledge my aſtoniſhment,” 

. replied the Count; but in a country fo 
well and wiſely governed as this, and whoſe 
laws are the envy and admiration of the 
whole world ;—how does it happen that 
ſych a bold and ſyſtematic invaſion of pro- 
perty as you deſcribe, is ever attempted ? 
or, at leaft, how can the. practice of it 
eſcape the immediate puniſhment which it 
deferves?” 


: e The 
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© The conſtitution of this country,” 
replied Aſmodeus, © is, with great juſtice, 
the envy of Europe; but people conſult 
their religion as little as their reaſpn, when. 
they expect beneftts'pure and entire, from 
any human inſtitution : it is the nature of 
every thing in this world to be ſhort of 
perfection; and liberty itſelf,- which con- 
fers ſo much happineſs on the commu- 
nity that enjoys it, yields inconvenientes 
which are not known in arbitrary govern- 
ments. It is the liberty of this country 
which renders the police of this metropolis 
imperfect. The extirpation of theſe petty 
miſcreants who purloin the property of the 
paſſenger in the ſtreets, might be very 
eaſily contrived ; but the means to be em- 
ployed on the occaſion, would, perhaps, 
claſh, with the general ſpirit of the Britiſh, 
laws: and the people are ſo very jealous, 
of the forms of their government, that they 
would rather ſubmit to the inconvenience 
of having their pockets picked, and the 
H 4 inade- 
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inadequate puniſhment of ſuch an offence, - 
than give their conſent to that ſummary 
and violent mode of proceeding which 
would effectually ſuppreſs it.“ 


] am not ſufficiently ſkilled in the 
ceconomics of this government,” faid Don 
Cleofas, © to reaſon upon the matter; and 
if I were duly qualified for the buſineſs, 
my . preſent obſervations would be inter- 
rupted by the appearance of that old gen- 
tleman in black, who'is, this moment, led 
into the coffee-room by his ſervant. He 
ſeems to be in a ſituation that requires the 
nurſing of his own family, and the comforts 
of his own fire-ſide, rather than the noiſe 
of a public afſembly, and the chilly air of 
an evening excurſion.” But to avoid 
that fire-ſide,” replied Aſmodeus, or rather 
to ſave the expence of it, is a very prin- 
cipal motive'to his paſſing a certain num- 
ber of hours, every day, in this place. 
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te He poſſeſſed, for many years, a lucra- 
tive office under Government; and well 
knowing the value of money, and being 
ſkilled in the profitable application of it, he 
accumulated a very large fortune, He 
has given ample proviſion to his children, 
and acted in a generous manner towards 
ſome of his grand- children; and, ſince the 
death of his wife, has employed his whole 
thoughts on heaping up future legacies for 
them. — In ſhort, his former prudence has 
grown into preſent avarice, and being now 
too infirm to employ any active means of 
augmenting his wealth, he applies himſelf 
to the negative methods of gratifying his 
avaricious wiſhes, and looks alone for an 
increaſe of his riches, to the ſavings of a. 
ſordid frugality. 


cc As ſoon as he has finiſhed his dinner, 

he orders his fire to be put out, and pays 
his daily viſit here. The firſt half hour is 
ka in quieting his cough, and fixing 
H 5 him- 
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- himſelf in the ſeat he means to occupy for 
the evening. He then enters upon the 
peruſal of the newſpapers ; when that ex- 
_ erciſe is completed, he orders his tea; and 
by this time, ſome or other of his acquain- 
tance uſually arrive, and he will diſcourſe 
with them on the topics of the day, ha- 
rangue on the events and tranſactions of 
former times, diſpute on politics, or laugh 
over a tale of bawdry till ten o'clock ; 
when his ſervant leads him home, in order 
to go inſtantly to the conſultations of his 
pillow.— Thus he faves coals and candles 
for ſix hours of the day, enjoys the ſociety 
of pleaſant people, reads all the daily prints, 
hears the news of the great world, and the 
tittle-tattle of the little world, at fo ſmall 
a price as the ſix pence which he pays for 
his tea. 15 


« The motives to ſuch a conduct are 
certainly very diſgraceful to himſelf, but 
however, are, after all, injurious to no one- 


A 


IN ENGLAND, 179 


˖ He is conſcious, indeed, that he acts, in 

. this particular, with a parſimony unbecom- 

; ing a, gentleman ; but he conſoles himſelf 

| with the reflection, that he has left the 

miſtreſs of the coffec-houſe a legacy at his 
death, as a compenſation for not having 
ſpent more noney in her houſe + Quring 
his life. 


© But we will now, if you pleaſe,” con- 
tinued the Demon, prepare for our de- 
parture; and it ſhall be delayed only to 
recommend to your notice the tall, thin 
perſon. who is receiving a glaſs of cordials 


from the hand of the good woman at the 
bar. 


He is an honeſt man of ſome for- 
tune, who has embarraſſed himſelf almoſt 
to ruin, from the rage of purchaſing bar - 
gains that he does not want. Hence it 
is, that he will buy a quantity of ſheep, 
though he has not a field to paſture them ; 
H 6 or 
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or a ſet of horſes, though he does not keep 
a carriage ; or a lot of furniture, though 
his houſe is already crouded like an up- 
holſterer's ſhop; and ſo long has he yielded 
to this ridiculous propenſity, that all the 
great bargains he has bought, will ſhortly 


be fold ſtill greater bargains, at a public 


auction. * I do not wonder then,” ob- 


| ſerved the Count, © that he takes a cordial 


doſe to raiſe his ſinking ſpirits.” - You 
are quite miſtaken,” replied the Demon, 
tc it is not from any reflection on his em- 
barraſſed ſituation that he applies to the 
conſoling aid of the glaſs :—The grief 


| that at this moment oppreſſes him is of a 


very different nature, I aſſure you; the 
fact is, an houſe, in his neighbourhood, 
is to be fold for one fourth of what it coſt 
in building, and he cannot raiſe money 
ſufficient to make the neceſſary depoſit 
on entering into an agreement to 7 ta 


chaſe it! P 


9 5 Don 
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Don Cleofas and his friend, the Devil 
upon Two Sticks, now took their leave 
of the Coffee-houſe, and from thence 
immediately proceeded to a new ſcene of 
life and manners. + K 


CHAP, 
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CHAEX' 
De Devin upon Two Srreks eros Don 
| CLEoOFAS various Dining Parties at the 


We/t-End of the Town. 


" — your Lordſhip has made a 
— good dinner,” ſaid Aſmodeus, as 
they turned down the ſtreet. A moſt 
excellent one,” anſwered Don Cleofas ; © I 
have eaten enough, I believe, to ſuſtain 
me for a week to come.“ © That I do not 
require,“ replied the other; © but it is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary that you ſhould be guard- 
ed againſt any ſudden cravings of your 
ftamach, for I am about to diſplay to you 
ſuch ſpecimens of delicious fare and good 
living, as will, if you are not abſolutely 
ſatiated, moſt aſſuredly renew them. In 
ſhort, you are going to be entertained, 
as 1 truſt, with a view of thoſe dinner 
parties which are now, at this end of the 
| town, 
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town, in full enjoyment.” © Be not 
afraid,” anſwered the Count, that 1 ſhall 
long for a ſingle morſel of what I may ſee 
on the moſt luxurious tables, however 
keen my intellectual appetite may be to 
hear your account of thoſe whom I ſhall” 
ſee placed around them.” He had no 
ſooner ſpoken, than the Devil took his 
friend by the arm, and they were, in a 
moment, moſt conveniently ſituated in a 
balcony that gave them a commanding 
view of ſeveral houſes on the other fide of 
the ftreet. 

Look into that large room, conti- 
nued he, in the houſe immediately oppo» 
fite, which is fo finely illuminated. It 
had already caught my attention,” faid the 
Count: A very ſplendid company indeed, 
are already ſeated at dinner, and I ſhould 
imagine, from certain ornaments I perceive 
on their dreſſes, as well as the peculiap 
decorations of the table, that it is an hy- 
meneal banquet,'* It is even fo,” an- 

ſwered 


\ 


184 DEVIL UPON TWO 8TICKS 


ſwered Aſmodeus, and has been produ- 
ced by ſuch a ſingular, though, as it turns 
out, an happy combination of circumſtan- 
ces, as to merit your attention to the lit- 
tle hiſtory I ſhall beg leave to give you 
. 


© The bride and bridegroom, whom 
you may diftinguiſh at the upper-end of 
the table, and who are, both of them, well 
worth the looking at, are firſt couſins, the 
children of two ſiſters; who having been 
at law for ſome time previous. to their 
deaths, concerning the ſucceſſion to their 
father's eſtate, left a complicated Chan- 
cery ſuit as a legacy to their reſpective 
children, and all their mutual inveteracy 
along with it. This unfortunate and ruin- 
ous diſpute turned on a very nice point, 
and the lawyers on both ſides were equally | 
certain of ſucceſs, and as warmly promiſed 
it to their different clients. The ſuit there- 
fore proceeded ; and ſome of the intimate 
friends of both parties ſaw, with great re- 


Sret, 


gret, that a large and antient family eſtate 


was haſtening apace to the vortex of the 
law. It was therefore ſuggeſted among 
them, that ſomething ought to be attempt- 
ed towards putting an end to this diſtreſſing 
litigation, and ſeveral fruitleſs efforts were 
made with that rata intention 

«© The enmity that had ſubſiſted between 
the parents of the young people, had ſo 
entirely ſeparated them, that-their children 
were entire ſtrangers to each other. The 
young lady did not know that her relation 
was a young man of diſtinguiſhed talents, 
the moſt amiable virtues, and accompliſh- 


ed manners: — While he alſo was ignorant 


of his fair couſin's ſuperior charms ; he had 
no idea of her being, as ſhe was, the lovelieſt 
of her ſex. They might, indeed, have 


heard an occaſional good report of each 
other; but it was with that indifference, or, 


perhaps: with that incredulity with which 


mankind are too apt to hear the commen 
dations of an enemy. Such, however, and 
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ſo ſtrenuous were the efforts of their 
friends, that they both began to relax in 
their hoſtile propenſities, and an accom- 
modation, in the common form of thoſe 
arrangements, and on the ſole principle 
of mutual intereſt, would have taken place, 
had not the ſecret and artful interpoſition 
of their reſpective lawyers prevented it,— 
Theſe profeſſional counſellors promiſed, 
with ſo much certainty, the whole of the 
eſtate to each, that, at length, the propo- 
ſition of a moiety was refuſed by both. 


« One effort, however, remained to be 
tried; and this was to introduce the young 
people to each other, without their know- 
ledge. For this purpoſe, a ball was given, 
to. which they were both invited ;—none 
but pexlons who were acquainted with the 
ſecret intention of it, were to be of the 
company ; the names of the particular par- 
ties were not to be mentioned, and it was 
very eaſily contrived that the two violent 


competitors at law, 1 harmoniſe moſt 
cordially 
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cordially in the dance. The project ſuc- 
ceeded, to the very great ſatisfaction of thoſe 
who arranged it; for they were mutually 
charmed with each other. He was ſo oc- 
cupied in his attentions to her, that he did 
not think of enquiring who ſhe was; and a 
natural delicacy prevented any enquiry, on 
her part, concerning him; and the ball 
concluded without any information being 
attempted on theſe reſpective ſubjects by 
either of them. On her departure, his 
curiofity was ſatisfied with the anſwer of 
ſome general name; and they, neither of 
them, cloſed their eyes to ſleep that night, 
without curſing the law-ſuit, and mutually 
blaming themſelves for having refuſed the 
accommodation that had been ſo lately pro- 
poſed, and which would have given them 
that actual ſtate of independence which 
they now ſo anxiouſly deſired. 


With a moiety, or even a leſſer pro- 
portion of this eſtate,” ſaid he, for which 
| am contending, I ſhould poſſeſs a ſuf- 

| ficient 
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ficient fortune to juſtify propoſals to make 
my lovely partner in the dance, my part- 
ner for life.. On the other hand, ſhe did 
not fail to deprecate her fituation.—— 
Never, exclaimed ſhe, © before this even- 
ing, did mine eyes behold a man to whom 
I could, with pleaſure, reſign my heart; 
but as I am, it had been happy for me 
* had I never ſeen him ;—for ſhould I 
© have made that impreſſion on him with 
© which I am diſpoſed to flatter myſelf, — 
© what can that avail ?—-for what man of 
© underſtanding would marry the moſt 
© lovely woman in the world, who could 
© bring nothing but a law-ſuit for her 
© portion ?'— Thus did they both ejacu- 
late on their pillows; and when they awoke 
from their agitated ſlumbers, thus did 
did they continue to RE | 


e The next day, however, this friendly 
ſtratagem was explained and avowed; and 
the friends who had contrived it, propoſed 
chat the two hoſtile couſins ſhould both 

h poſſeſs 
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poſſeſs the eſtate in litigation, by becom - 
ing one. This propoſition was in too 
happy a ſtate of preparation to be refuſed 
by either of them. They were therefore 
married this morning; and you now ſee the 


wedding baut with all the joy that ac- 


companies it. 


6 Nevertheleſs,” ſaid Don Cleofas, 
te there are two gentlemen, who ſit oppo- 
ſite to each other, at the lower-end of the 
table, whoſe countenances do not appear 
to expreſs that air of hilarity which bright- 
ens every other guclt,” Tour obſerva- 
tion is perfectly right, anſwered the De- 
mon ; © they are the two family lawyers, 
who think that the loſs of a chancery ſuit, 
is but ill recompenſed by an 8 din- 


955 


ner. 1 


ce I enjoy their mortification,” exclaim- 


ed the Count, al moſt as much as I do the 


happineſs of the wedded pair. It is how- 


ever, altogether, a curious and intereſting 


I little 
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little hiſtory,” It is ſo,” replied Aſ- 
modeus; for I believe that Cupid and 
Hymen are very ſeldom known to inter- 
fere in putting an end to a law-ſuit.” 


te In the next houſe, on the right hand,” 
continued he, © is another agreeable party; 
in which, however, matrimony has very 
little to do ; for the comely dame who pre- 
ſides at the table, is ſeparated from her 
huſband. Obſerve, if you pleaſe, the at- 
tentions ſhe pays to her gueſts: they are 
paſſing in a conſtant ſucceſſion from one 
to the other; ſo that ſhe appears entirely 
to forget herſelf; and while ſhe is recom- 
mending the various diſhes to them, the 
meat cools upon her own plate.—But in 
praiſing the dainties of her little banquet, 
ſheis flattering them in the higheſt degree; 
for there is ſcarce an article of her dinner 
that is not furniſhed by the friendſhip of 
thoſe who are partaking of it. She fays 
the veniſon is of the firſt flayour, and 
comes from one of the fineſt parks in the 
; 5 kingdom: 
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kingdom ;— the gentleman who ſent it, 
hears this eulogium of his place with infi- 
nite ſatisfaction; while the giver of the 
ham is equally pleaſed to hear of its ſupe- 
rior poignancy ; and that it came from a. 
quarter which produces nothing but what 

is excellent. In ſhort, ſhe- contrives, in 
praiſing every article of her table, to annex 
an implied compliment, which is perceived Hp 
by no one but the perſon who preſented —_— 
it. Thus ſhe not only ſatisfies her gueſts | 
with an excellent repaſt, but adds to every 
part of it the poignant flavour of her de- 
licate adulation. But to explain myſelf 
fully upon the ſubject of this Machiavelian 
lady, for ſhe certainly deſerves that title, 

it will be neceſſary for me to give a ſketch 
of herſelf and her domeſtic Powe It is 
as follows :— | 


« This lady is poſſeſſed of very un- 
common qualifications, all of which ſne 
applies to her own advantage, without do- 
ing wy uyury whatever to others. She 
poſſeſſes _ 
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poſſeſſes the happy art of making all her 
_ acquaintance ſubſeryient to her pleaſures, 
and, at the ſame time, ſo manages the mat- 
ter, as to contribute greatly to their fatis- 
faction. 


* She is. ſeparated from her huſband 
but as this circumſtance aroſe from no- 
thing more than very diſcordant diſpoſi - 
tions, her reputation ſuffers no ſtain, and 
her character, in the world, no diminution. 
Her ſeparate allowance is eight hundred 
pounds per annum; and, with that income, 
ſhe is ſuch an excellent manager, that ſhe 
lives in a very elegant houſe—keeps a very 
handſome equipage— poſſeſſes an ample 
eſtabliſhment of ſervants—is never with- 
out company— gives occaſional dinners 
and ſuppers—and once in a winter a ſplen- 
did ball; and does all this without ever 
. ſuffering a tradeſman to wait a week for 
the payment of his bill. You will ſay, 
perhaps, that ſuch a ſecret is too valuable 
0 communicate to the world; 1 may how- 

| | ever 


IN ENGLAND 193 


ever, ſafely entruſt it to you, who have 
not the temptation, and I may add, the 
capacity to avail yourſelf of it. 


« ] have already obſerved that this 
good lady poſſeſſes, in a ſuperior degree, 
the art of making herſelf agreeable to 
others. Of all her numerous acquaintance, 
no one goes to her without pleaſure, or 
leaves her without regret. She has an 
uncommon knowledge of the world, and a 
rare inſight into the human character. 
She knows the diſpoſitions, follies and 
 foibles of every one who viſits her, as well 
as her cards at-quadrille, and applies them 
as readily to her purpoſe. Having no very 
particular friendſhip for any, her demean- 
our is eaſy and unreſtrained with all. At 
the ſame time ſhe knows how to exerciſe a 
neceſſary preference to one, without cau- 
ſing mortification to others; and while all 
poſſeſs an equal ſhare in her regards, they 
are all flattered, at times, with what ap- 
pears to them to be a particular diſtinction. 
Vol. II. | ' In 
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In ſhort, ſhe is always acting a part which 
is equally agreeable to herſelf and to all 
who know her ; and the buſineſs is ſo con- 
rived, as to veil the grand object of it 
from all, but the Dn actreſs in the 


ſcene. 


. As her acquaintance, who are nume - 
rous and faſhionable, are all extremely par- 
tial to her agreeable qualities, and fond of 
her ſociety, they are ready engines in her 
hands to anſwer her particular purpoſes — 
They who have parks ſupply her with ve- 
niſon; the lords of manors preſent her 
with game ; and the lawns of others occa- 
fionally furniſh her table with the envied 
joint of delicious mutton ; while all in 
general, make the ready and unperceived 
contributions of card-money, which is 
conſiderable enough, under the manage- 

ment of an old family butler, to pay the 
expences of her aſſemblies, and the wages 

of her ſervants. She is extremely fond of 
brown bread; and one. of her friends, who 


J 
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has that article ſent him twice a week 
from Eſſex, takes care that ſhe ſhall have 


the ſame regular ſupply with himſelf; — 
But this is not all; — for by a little exer- 
tion of her uſual addreſs, ſne has contrived 


that the produce of his kitchen - garden, 
and the delicacies of his dairy and farm, 
ſhall be equally at her ſervice; ſo that ſhe 
has little occaſion to ſend to the market for 
any article this gentleman's eſtate produ- 
ces.—She always calls him her ſteward, 
and enquires after the farm in Er; while 
he is happy in making thoſe returns for 
the pleaſures of her ſociety, which appear 
to be trifles to him, but are of a very ſa- 
ving importance to her. | 


« Among her numerous contributory 
viſitants, a Weſt-Indian gentleman of very 
large property, has been made uſeful to her 
in ſo peculiar a manner, as to deſerve a 


very particular deſcription. She had as 
yet been indebted to him only for the 


ſweetmeats of his own iſland, to give vari- 
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ety to her deſerts; but in the early part 
of laſt winter, ſhe took .continual occaſion 
to rally him -about ſending her an hogs- 
head of ſugar ; and her ſallies on this ſub- 
jet were ſo well applied, that he, at laſt, 
thought it would be a very good joke to do 
it. Accordingly, one fine morning, and 
without any previous notice, an hogſhead 
of ſugar arrived at her door. She almoſt 
laughed herſelf into hyſterics at the idea, 
and made all her friends laugh for a fort- 
night together at her account of it, They 
all thought it a moſt laughable circum- 
Nance, while ſhe found it a moſt ſerious 
advantage; having thus ſecured a quan- 
ttity of a very dear article, which would be 

ſufficient to anſwer the ordinary purpoſes 
of her houſe- keeping for ſeveral winters 
to 398 80 


— Thus does ſhe levy htc 
contributions on all her acquaintance ; and 
in ſuch a manner does ſhe conduct her- 
ſelf, that the various perſons who com- 

We poſe 


I'N: EN G-L-A N-B;- 197 


noſe her ſociety, think themſelves obliged 
to her for: thoſe very pleaſures which they, 
in fact, have enabled her to. beſtow. But 
this is not all;—ſhe ſo contrives the matter, 
that there ſhall always be a competition 
among her friends, with which of them ſhe 
is to paſs the ſummer. After much polite: 
heſitation, ſne always takes care to decide 


in favour of her own inclination; thus, for 


at. leaſt. fix months of the year, ſhe main- 
tains herſelf, her horſes, and ſome of her 
ſervants, at the expence of thoſe who are 
fo eager to poſſeſs her agreeable. company. 
in. the country. | 


te Theſe are the ſecret arts by whoſe 
ſenſible application ſhe lives in ſplendour, . 
with am income equal only to the figure 
of moderate ſtation ;- and thus does ſhe ac-- 
quire importance, — communicate plea- 
ſure,— receive ſatisfaction: and conciliate 


regard. Such are the attentions'ſhe em- 


ploys to her pleaſurable intereſts, and in: 
ſuch a manner does ſhe arrange the plan 


- 
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of her life, that while rigid honour cannot 
applaud, it turns aſide from paſſing the ſen- 
tence of diſapprobation. She may be cal- 
led an hypocrite, - and ſhe is one; but 
who is there ſo ſupremely qualified as to 
deteſt that hypocriſy, which does no inju- 

Ty, and adds ſo much to the ſatisfaction of , 
Social life. 1 


0 80 far from conſidering the lady,” 
ſaid Don Cleofas, © as a ſubject for blame 
and cenſure, I think ſhe ought to have a 
patent for the fortunate diſcovery of fo 
happily uniting the art of doing good 
to oneſelf, and communicating pleaſure 
to _— 


82 « But,” continued he, * this ſtreet 
. ſeems to be occupied by none but happy 
people; for if 1 may judge from appear- 
ances, I ſhould ſuppoſe the company aſ- 
ſembled in the houſe adjoining, to be the 
moſt contented people that have ever met 
together ſince the flood. An air of magnifi- 
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cence reigns throughout the houſe ;—the 
dinner might be a banquet for the gods; 
and the higheſt degree of convivial joy. 
ſeems to prevail at the ſumptuous enter- . 
tainment. There is a little army of at- 
tendants; and if my fight is not dazzled, 
there is plate enough on the ſide- board to 
| furniſh the altar of a a \ cathedral.” 


None of your ſenſes deceive you, at 
preſent,” ſid the Demon; © they ate a 
moſt joyous and pleafant company: while 
the maſter of the ' hoſe; who fits at tlie 
lower-end of the table, and whoſe counte- 
nance wears ſuchan appearance of comfort 
and proſperity, is ſo poſſeſſed with his 
happinefs, that he has not the power to re- 
flect, with a moment's ſeriouſneſs, that he 
is abſolutely ruined. Should you return 
to this ſpot about a month hence, you will 
ſee the houſe deſpoiled of all its orna- 
ments, and ready to receive another inha- 
bitant. ] perceive your aſtoniſhment,” 


continued Afmodeus, but I am going tb 
RY increaſe 
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increaſe it, by informing you, that this: 
ruined man is now haranguing, with much 
good- humour, on his embaraſſments ;—is 
| faying witty things, without number, up- 
on | his diſtreſſed ſituation; and the laſt 
loud clamour of mirth aroſe from his deſi. 
ring the company to eat and drink to-day, 
for that to-morrow he ſhould have nothing 
more to give them: while his lady ſings 


ass gaily to the ſame tune; and, in a tone of 


equal jocularity, is recommending herſelf 
to her female friends, as being perfect 

well qualified to exerciſe the office of a 
femme de chambre.” | 


1 . This is a philoſophy,” exclaimed Don 
Cleofas, © that is far ſuperior to the boaſt- 
ed ſyſtems of the Greek and Roman 
ſchools.” © Alas!” replied the Demon, 


4 jt does not, I fear, deſerve ſuch an ho- 


nourable name. It is rather that depra- 


Vvuity of the heart — that inſenſibility to. 


whatever is good and excellent, which is 
learned in the ſchool of faſhionable difſi- 
: | 8 55 
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pation; and at the academy of the gaming 
table: and if this eaſy, unfeeling pair, 

were to be the only ſufferers, they might 
Ink, as they ought; into that humiliating” 
diſtreſs and mortifying neglect which will 
ſoon overtake them; but they have five 
lovely children, who have been educated in 
all the luxury of ſuperior fortune, and muſt 
become the lamentable W of N 
extravagance.” 


% You have thought proper,” ſaid Don 
Cleofas, © at different periods of our ſe- 
veral excurſions, to ſpeak in the higheſt” 
terms of the liberty of this country, and 
Ido not mean to ſuſpect the juſtice of 
your praiſe.; but ſurely it would not diſ- 
grace its code of laws, if another were to 
be added to the volume, which would 
not permit a parent to poſſeſs the liberty 
of diſſipating the patrimony of his chil- | 
den 5 | 


There are laws of ſuch a tendency as 
you ſuggeſt,” anſwered the Demon, © in. 
SS ſeveral 


; 
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ſeveral countries of Europe; and the theory 

wears a very practicable appearance; but 
I apprehend, that in a great commercial 
country, though ſuch a regulation would 
be infinitely beneficial to particular indi- 
viduals, it might be confidered by politi- 
clans, as detrimental to the general inte- 
reſts of the country. 


« But this is not a very common cir- 
cumſtance :— and to conſole you for it,” 
ſaid Aſmodeus, I muſt direct your at- 
tention te a large houſe to the left of us, 
where half a dozen people are now ſitting 
dewn to a dinner which has no proportion 
of the ſplendour or conviviality of that 

which you have juſt obſerved,” Indeed 
it has not,” replied the Count; © and, on a 
compariſon, has rather the appearance of 
parſimony or poverty. There is a certain 
calmneſs: and. ſobriety in the demeanour, 
as well as the countenances of the com- 
_ pany, which does not give me any great 


reaſon to preſume i in en of their ſociety: 
1 


* 
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If chere is any pleaſure or fſatisfa&tion - 


among them, they ſeem determined to 
keep it to themſelves. As for ceremony, 
there is really ſo little of it, that I could 
almoſt ſuppoſe I was looking at an ordi 
nary, where the different perſons that com · 
poſed it, paid their reſpective quotas, 
and were, therefore, Wan maſters of the 
cables 99 © 


* And it is this very tranquil appear- 
ance,” replied the Demon, “ this total ab- 
ſence of ceremony and parade, which de- 
termines the real, unaffected ſatisfaction 
of every individual of that company. — 
It is a family dinner, where no extraordi- 
nary preparations have been made, and 
where each brings that kind of affec- 
tionate regard, which conſiders all forma- 
lities as odious and inſulting.— They all 
love one another with reciprocal ſincerity 
—ſee each other every day and are, of 
courſe, in the continual communication 
es kind attentions, and friendly offices, — 

“ 1 


t\ 
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It is the feaſt of domeſtic affection, and 
therefore wants not the ſeaſoning of luxuri- 
- 0u8- ſplendour or intemperate joy. They 
do not laugh with each other when pre- 
ſent, | that they may laugh. at each other 
when abſent ;—they do not part with a 

perfect indifference whether they ſhall ever 
meet again : on the contrary, they ſepa-- 
rate from the happy meeting of to-day, 
in the pleaſing hope of epa it to- 
morrow. 


Ry The a of the houſe is a 3 
man of conſiderable fortune, and who ma- 
nages it with that judicious ceconomy- 
which renders it productive of equal good 
to himſelf and others. He does not make 
thoſe extravagant entertainments which 
multiply the demands and heighten the 
clamour of creditors; he would rather 
ſpare from his ordinary expences, if it were 
neceſſary, to relieve the diſtreſſed, Though 
his table is not encumbered with coſtly 
decorations, it is crowned with plenty 
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and as you have ſeen it to- day, ſo it has: 
been throughout his life, and will. continue 
to the end of it. He too, when circum-- 
ſtances require, can be ſplendid in his: 
hoſpitalities ;- but his great aim is domeſ-- _ 
tic comfort, and all his arrangements are: 
ordered with a view to that deſirable  ob-- 
ject. In ſhort, he makes that wiſe uſe: 
of his: fortune which ſecures to him the: 
moſt reſpectful eſteem of all who are with-- 


in its influence, and will turn, believe me; 


to the beſt account, when. his. heirs have: 
ſucceeded to iti. Ee 


“ There is. ſuch a ſtriking difference, 
| ſaid Don Cleofas, ** between this family, 
and that which preceded it, as almoſt to. 
juſtify a. ſuſpicion that. they are not of the. 
ſame ſpecies.” There is. no other dif- 
ference,” replied Aſmodeus, © but that. 


which is ever to be found between wiſ-- 
dom. and ä 


« In the houſe own continued 
, there is another ſmall family partys 
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to which I muſt beg leave to introduce 
you, where your Lordſhip's greedy eye 


will have leſs reaſon than ever to be ſa- 


tisfied.“ It is a very ſmall one indeed,“ 
anſwered Don Cleofas; “ for an elderly 
lady and a ſtout young man, who, I pre- 
ſume, is her ſon, are enjoying a tete d tete 
dinner, at a round table, by a comfortable 
fire ſide; and ſeem, both of them, to be 
obeying the; _— of a moſt excellent 


appetite.” 


«© However juſt your obſervation may 
be, replied the Demon, as to their mu- 
- tual reliſh for the good things of their little 
table, you are entirely miſtaken, my good 
friend, as to the nature of their connec- 
tion; for it is nothing leſs, believe me, 
than that which is formed at the Altar.— 
The lady, when ſhe was young, was facri- 
ficed by her friends to an old huſband ;— - 
and fince ſhe has grown old, ſhe has been 
even with them, by facrificing herſelf to a 
_ young one,” Pardon me,” interrupted 

| the 
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the Count; © the ſacrifice, I think, is on his, 
part,” © When a young man marries an 
old woman,” replied the Demon, your 
opinion may, in general, be adopted; but, 
not as in this caſe, — when the young man 
had not a farthing in the world, and the 
old woman brought a portion of fifty 
thouſand pounds. 


NY You are determined, however,” ſaid. 
Don Cleofas, to wean me, by degrees, 
from the temptation of ſumptuous. eriter- 
tainments; for in the very next houſe I ſee. 
a lady at table by herſelf, and, if I miſtake. 
not, ſhe is reading a book inſtead of eating 
her dinner: perhaps ſhe is a devotee, and 
prefaces her meal with ſome ſeaſonable., 
prayer, or pious contemplation.” 


3 Prayers and conmuniaingh „ replied 
the Demon, ** are by no means among 
her uſual, employments ; her whole life is 
paſſed in reading novels :—Indeed. ſo in- 
fatuated is ſhe to that kind of ſtudy, hon. 


1 
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the Has the cover of a book ornamented 

with religious emblems; in which ſhe ne- 
ver fails to take a volume from the cir- 
culating- library, whenever ſhe goes to 
church; that ſne may purſue her favourite 
occupation without giving ſcandal to vul- 
ger people; who might be diſpoſed to think 
ſuch a conduct not only profane but blaſ-- 


= phemous : ſo that while the congregation: 


are addrefling themſelves to their» Maker, 
or the clergyman is enforcing the duties of 
morality and religion, ſhe 1s-actually amu- 
ſimg herſelf with an high flown epiſtle from 
ſome Lady Elizabeth, to ſome confiden - 


tial Harriet; conſidering the difficulties of 


romantic paſſion, lamenting the miſeries 


of unſucceſsful love, or enjoying the un- 


expected union of. ſome perſecuted. and 
faithful pair: She has received within this 
hour, the laſt volume of a very intereſting 
hiſtory lately publiſned, and as her devo- 
tion ſuffers continual interruption from her ; 
impatience after cataſtrophes, you will not 
Wn ſhe permits her dinner to grow · 

cold, 


DN ENGL &N-D. _ 


cold, that her curious mind may ſuffer no 
delay in being ſatisfied concerning that of- 


the ſtory ſhe is now. peruſing with. ſuch an. 
eager attention.” 


« It would really be a conſiderable gra- 
tification of my curioſity,” ſaid the Count, 
© to know the nature of the memoirs 


which can intereſt the good lady fo much, 


as to. check her appetite, baffle the art 
of her cook, and render her ſoup un- 
| PO: 


« I would not mortify either your Lords 


ſnip or myſelf,” anſwered the Demon, 


© with a detail of the nonſenſe which now 
occupies all the faculties of her mind and 
underſtanding, —It will be ſufficient for 
me to tell you, that the frivolity of the age 
affords a very ſhameful encouragement to 
a ſpecies of literary compoſition called a 
novel, which is nothing more than; a ror 
mance taken from the manners of the 


times; and in Seneral, worked. up 18. 
ſuch, 
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ſuch a form, as to corrupt the minds of 
young women, and to enable old ones to 
murder that time of which they have ſo lit- 
; . tle remaining. Theſe works are, in general, 
* diſgrace to the preſs of an enlightened 
country; but as they ſuit the falſe taſte of 
the period, and are profitable to the book- 
ſellers, they find an encouragement which 
reaſon laments, but cannot prevent. The 
general plan of this kind of production, 
however the particular circumſtances and 
characters of it may be varied, is uniform 
and determinate. The firſt chapter makes 
two young people acquainted with each 
other, — the ſecond will probably produce 
a moſt violent and mutual paſſion, twenty 
or thirty more, according to the invention 
of the writer, will be full of dangers, dif- 
ficulties, mortifications, hopes, fears, and 
deſpair; and it commonly falls to the lot 
of the laſt chapter, to have the honour of 
triumphing over them all, and croWhing 
the lovers with complete felicity. Some 
authors indeed, who fancy that they ſhine 
in 
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in the pathetic, will conclude their works 


with a lingering death—a ſtroke of ſelf- 
murder—a funeral proceſſion— a marble 
urn and deſpairing beauty. 


e The hiſtory which is the object of 
this lady's anxious attention, is of the lat- 


ter deſcription ; and if we were to wait 
here but another hour, you would ſee her 
weeping at the melancholy tale, taking 
drops to cheer her languid ſpirits, and or- 


dering her coach to bear her to a card- 
party, to diſſipate the ſorrows of the even- 


ing. | 
te But more of this hereafter : —and to 
make you ſome amends for this picture of 


female folly, or rather of human depravity; 
for, conſidered in all its circumſtances, it 
well deferves that name; I will preſent a 


ſcene to you of a very different and more 


exhilirating nature: and for this purpoſe 
we will change our ſituation to the pedi— 


ment of a door 5 from whence you wilt 
have 
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have a very commanding view of the 

party I ſhall: next. offer to. your contem- 

plation.— This arrangement was no ſooner 

Propoſed than accompliſhed ;. and the 

Count enjoyed the full proſpect of a ſmall. 
company aſſembled at. dinner in the houſe: 
oppoſite to, them.” 


e Theſe worthy people, ſaid Aſmo- 
deus,. © are celebrating a wedding of this: 
morning, and though it is not attended 
with the ſplendour of the nuptial feaſt you: 
have ſo lately ſeen, in another part of the 
ſtreet, it is by no means of. an unintereſting 
nature; and, as ſuch, I flatter myſelf that 
you will find ſome little amufement im the- 
W 150 hiſtory of iti. 

WE... Marv: was the daughter of” a "RG 
table farmer. in a ſmall town in the weſt 
of: England, and having been choſen to be 
the companion of Almeria, a young lady 
of her own age, who was the heireſs of a 
| wealthy, en, in her father's neigh» 
a bourhood. 
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'bourhood,—Mary had acquired a manner 
of behaviour ſuperior to her ſtation, and 
had improved the good underſtanding- 
which nature had given her, by being fre- 
quently preſent at the inſtructions beftow- 
ed on her friend and protectreſs: but theſe 
advantages were not of long continuance ; 
for when Almeria attained the- age of ſix- 
teen years, ſhe bid adien to the country, 
in order to be uſhered into polite life, un- 
N der the care and guidance of an _ who 
. reſided in London. 8 


On taking leave of Mary; however, ſhe 
bi ſhed tears, and made the moſt ardent pro- 
. feſſions of laſting . friendſhip. She did, 
* indeed, write occaſionally to her village 
friend, for ſome time after ſhe was ſepara- 
ted from her; but the novelty of her ſitu- 
ation, the crowd of new acquaintance, and 
the pleaſures of faſhionable life, ſoen- ren- 
dered ſuch a correſpondence indifferent, if 
not irkſome to her; and Mary, who found 
herſelf neglected, and thought herſelf for- 
gotten, 
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gotten, endeavoured to find conſolation in 
performing the duties of an affectionate 
child to an infirm and tender father. 


ee In this ſituation ſhe would have been 
contented ; but two enemies appeared. in 
different forms, to diſturb her repoſe; and 
embitter the innocent comforts of her life: 
a mother-in-law, who was jealous of her 
ſuperior merit, and the curate of the pariſh, 
who was become too ſenſible of it.— The 
former made her wretched from the conti- 
nual occaſion ſhe took to thwart and mor- 
tity her; while the latter deſtroyed the lit- 
tle ſatisfaction that remained, by inſpiring 
her tender boſom with a chaſte, but inau- 
ſpicious paſſion. With the one ſhe ſuffered 
all the rigours of envious tyranny; and if 
ſhe fled from the evils. of it, to the aſylum 
that was offered her in the arms of the 
other, though ſhe: might find love, it 
would be aſſociated with that poverty 
| _ would. e it of. every ee 
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and render her diſtreſs ſtill more afflicting, 
by heightening the ſenſibilities of it, 


.* At length, Mary's father, who had 
long been in a declining ſtate, paid the 
laſt debt which is due to nature. She re- 
ceived his dying benediction, and retired 
in an agony of grief, from the chamber of 
an expiring parent, But . her former 
uneaſineſſes vaniſhed from her remem- 
brance on a view of thoſe diſtreſſes which 
now threatened her. The artifices of her 
ſtep-mother had prevailed to deprive her 
of that paternal property which, by every 

natural right, belonged to her, and as ſhe 
was left deſtitute of fortune, her lover be- 

gan to grow cool; till, at length, he actu- 
ally forſook her, and transferred his af- 
fections to the daughter of a wealthy far- 
mer. Nay, the day ſhortly arrived, when 
that hand, which had been ſo often pledged 
to Mary, was to be given to another. 


« The poor, unhappy girl, perſecuted 
as the was by the mockeries of her mo- 
; | ther * 
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tker- in · law, and poſſeſſing too much pride 
to remain the ſcorn of thoſe who had ſo 
long envied her ſuperior endowments, 
packed up a little bundle of neceſſaries, 
and while the village was aſſembled to ſee 
the na ptial proceſſion, ſhe ſtole from the 
houſe ; and taking a private path, determi- 
ned to purſue her way to London, and 
throw herſelf on the friendſhip, or, at leaſt, 
the humanity of Almeria. As ſhe croſſed 
the fields, the marriage peal ſmote her ear, 
and while it quickened her ſtep, it added 


dlſo to the painful throbbings of her heart. 
It was not long, however, before ſhe gain- 


ed the high · road to the capital; where, 
hurried, fatigued and afflicted, ſne ſat down 
upon a ſtone, and gave vent to her tears. 


At this moment, a young man dreſſed in 
mourning, rode up to the place where ſhe 
ſat, and made his enquiries in ſuch a man- 
ner, as induced her to tell him that ſhe was 
unſortunate, and was directing her courſe 
14 toward London. He replied that he was 
the 
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the ware of two broadawheel waggons 
which were juſt behind, and that ſhe ſnhould 
not only be welcome to a place in either of 
them, but that he would take upon him to 
conduct her in ſafety, and without any 
coſt on her part, to the end of her journey. 


It may now, perhaps, be proper to ob- 
ſerve,” continued the Demon, © that Mary 
vas indebted to nature for ſomething 9 
ter than beauty. She poſſeſſed a form, 
countenance, and a voice that leer | 
an intereſt in ſenſible minds, and the maſter 
of the waggons happened to be endued 
with a ſenſibility which is not expected to 
accompany ſuch a ſtation ; and, indeed, is 
very rarely to be found in any character that 
has been educated in the trammels of world- 
ly concerns. When the firſt waggon arrived, 
Mary was ſeated in the moſt commodious 
part of it ; and the owner of the machine 
had, during the courſe of the] Journey, fo 
far gained, by his aſſiduities, on the confi- 
dence of the fair traveller, that ſhe ventu- 

VorL. II. BS | red 
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red to communicate to him the unreſerved 


hiſtory. of her ſorrows and diſappoint. 
ments. | 


- On 1 arrival in town, the friendly 
carrier attended her to Almeria's houſe, 
where ſhe was received with kindneſs, and 
experienced the cheering conſolations of 
protecting friendſhip. But this is not all : 


for a few weeks after, the maſter of the wag- 


gons, who had ſince been obliged to remain 
in the country, to ſettle the affairs of his 
father, who had died ſome time before, paid 
her'a viſit, and offered her to become the 
miſtreſs of the waggon in which ſhe rode, 
and to ſhare, beſides, a very comfortable 
ſituation with him. She was already rather 
prepoſſeſſed in his favour, and Almeria ap- 
proving very much of the connection, 
Mary conſented to his propoſal, and they 
| were married this morning. On this occa- 
ſion Almeria conducted herſelf towards her 


* friend with the * generoſity; 
| | and 
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and it is at her houſe that you now behold 
the celebration of this happy marriage.” 


6e This is a moſt pleaſant little hiſtory,” 
ſaid Don Cleofas, © and I think would 
form the ſubject of an excellent novel for 
the old lady to take to church with her.” | 


cc 1 perfectly agree with you,” replied 
Aſmodeus; © and to give you an adequate 
idea of this ſpecies of compoſition, I will 
take up your ſuggeſtion, and let you into 
the manner in which ſuch a buſineſs AF 


be very completely arranged. 


1 Firſt of all, we muſt turn the farmer 
of the village into the parſon of it; the cu- 
rate into a country ſquire; the waggon 
into a poſt- coach ; and the carrier into a Mr. 

, the accompliſhed ſon of a wealthy 
Baronet, who was one among the nume- 
rous admirers of Almeria. We muſt then 
make Almeria ſo jealous of Mary, as to treat 
the poor girl very ill at firſt, and turn her 

K 2 out 
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out of doors afterwards. —Mary muſt then 
be repreſented as ſuffering every kind of 
diſtreſs; but poſſeſſing virtue ſufficient to 
reſiſt all the dangers and temptations of 
her calamitous ſituation. In the mean 
time, Mr. B——— muſt, in conſequence 
of the advice of ſome rich relations, be diſ- 
patched by his father to the continent, on 
account of his avowed attachment to Mary. 
An hiftory of his conſtancy—his miſeries — 
and his travels, will, of courſe, follow ;— 5 
then kill all his relations without mercy, 
place his father on his death-bed, and hur- 
ry him back to England, to receive a pa- 
ternal bleſſing, and ſucceed to the title and 
eſtate of his family. After a very anxious 
purſut and continual enquiry, let him, at 
length, in ſome very unexpected and unac- 
countable manner, diſcover his darling 
Mary i in an humble, but virtuous ſituation, 
from whence he muſt — remove her, 
to make her Lady B- 


ce By way X epiſode or under-plot, Al- 
meria, after having been for ſome time a 
coqu tte 
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eoquette of conſideration, may be made to 
marry a diſſipated man of faſhion, and to 
become a diſſipated woman of faſhion ; ſhe 
may then be ſeparated from her huſband, 
and left to the grief of morning nerves, 
the hurry of evening diſſipation, and the 
mortifications of faded beauty. —Thus, I 
Ratter myſelf,” continued he, © the buſi- 
neſs would be admirably well completed ; 
and I am vain enough to think, that this 
ſketch, finiſhed as it might be, would give 
bread to ſome Poor fe fellow of an hackney- 
writer, for twelve months to come. 


& And if you have the 1 faid Don 
Cleofas, it would be charity to inſpire 
fuch an one with the thought. But my 
attention is alteady transferred to a ſcene 
in the adjoining houſe, which is as unin- 
telligible to me, as any of thoſe which have 
preceded it, till you were ſo kind as to 
unfold the hiſtory of them. There is,” 
continued he, © ſeated at table, a middle- 

aged man, in a ſhabby military dreſs, with 
| — W4 a wo- 


\ 


4 
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a woman ſomewhat younger than hinaſelf, 
and three children, whoſe appearance does 
not at all ſuit the grandeur of the apart- 
ment, and the elegance of the dinner. At 


the ſame time a gentleman, who, I preſume, 


is the maſter of the houſe, ſhews them 
every poſſible attention, and is now ſerving 
them himſelf with wine, from a ſmall round 
table by his ſide, which, I ſuppoſe, i is pla- 
. .ced there in « in order to ſuperſede the atten- 
dance of fervants.— But this 1s not all; for 
while. you were concluding the hiſtory of 
your novel, I obſerved, that on the gentle- 
man's leaving the room for a minute, the 
officer roſe inſtantly from his chair to em- 

| brace the woman and children with that 
impatient warmth, which denotes him to 
be the affectionate huſband of the one, and 
the tender father of the other; and then re- 


turned as haſtily to his place without ut- 


tering a ſyllable, with an air of appre- 
henſion that this ſtolen indulgence of his 
affections might be diſcovered by the ſud- 


den return of the gentleman.” 


cc _ 
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V It is exactly,“ ſaid the Demon, « as 
you have imagined: but to give you a 
fatisfactory explanation of what you have 
ſcen, I muſt trouble you with another ſtory 
to affect your ſenſibility, —to awaken your 
fi * —and to Oy your OO 


| « The flee e fuk a ae 
man of great wealth and virtue; but his 
character is principally marked with a pe- 
euliar turn of humour, and the love of what 
may be called frolic, which predominate 
in all his actions: The indulgence even of 
his humane diſpoſition muſt be accompa- 
nied with the gratification of his ſingular 
propenſity. But I ſhall explain myſelf 
more to your ſatisfaction in the hiſtory of 
the buſineſs which has fo naturally ſtimu- 
lated your. preſent curioſity. 


2 This W , who is continually on 
the watch to indulge his humour, had ob- 
ſerved, for ſome time, that whenever he 
DO through St. James's Park, he was 


K 4 ſure 
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ture to ſee a military gentleman of about 
fifty years of age, of a melancholy and un- 
proſperous appearance, always walking by 
himſelf in the Mall, or fitting alone upon 


4 


This gentleman the noble Lord mark- 


d out as a moſt deſirable object for one 


of his benevolentfrolics; and having cauſed 
the neceſſary enquiries to be made con- 
cerning him, his Lor dſhip found that he 


vas exactly the unfortunate and neglected 


Mun who would ſuit his purpoſe. He had 


* 


oricinally laid gut the whole of his Iicis 


— — Ap — 


fortune in the purchaſ aſe of a commiſſion, — 
had, during the laft war, behaved with un- 


common bravery, and at the concluſion of 
it, been left to ſtarve upon half-pay.— 
It alſo appeared, on further enquiry, 
that the poor captain having a wife and 
ſeveral children, had been under the ne- 
ceſſity of ſending them into Yorkſhire, 


vhither he conftantly remitted them one 


half of his pay, which would not be ſuffici- 


1 r ©; 
ent kor their fabfitence near r 8e metropo- 
lis, and reſerved the other moiety to keep 
himſelf on the ſpot, where alone he could 
hope for an opportunity of obraining A 
more ad vantageous ſituation. Theſe par- 
ticulars were preciſely ſuch as the noble 
Lord deſired, and he immediately began to 
prepare them for the indulgence of his 
own peculiar gratification, 5 


* After ſome time, when « every previous 
circumſtance of the plan had been ad uſted, 
he ſent a meſſage of 1 invitation to the cap: | 
tain, deſiring the fayour of his company 
to dinner the day follow ing. The poor, 
forlorn officer was not leſs aſtoniſhed than 
delig hted at this moſt unexpected meſſage; ; 
he thefefore accepted the invitation with 
the moſt grateful acknowledgements, and 
employed the interval in flattering | his 
hopes, that ſuch a a mark of civility from a 
nobleman wholly unknown to him, m 
have ariſeri from ſome ſecret circumſtances, 


which would undoubtedly promote a 
K 5 happy. 
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happy change in his preſent uncomfortable 
| firuarion, 2 


2 The next day the noble Lord received 
kin with very diſtinguiſhed civility ; and 
taking him aſide with an air of great ſe- 
crecy and importance, aſtoniſhed the cap- 
tain with. the information, that he had re- 
queſted rhe favour of his company to dine, 
by the deſire of a lady, who had long had a 


5 peculiar regard for him, and very anxiouſly 
wiſhed to be preſented to him; a circum- 
ſtance which, from her ſituation, it was 


- Impoſſible for her to accompliſh, without 


the aſſiſtance of a friend : he had, there- 


2 taken the liberty to bring them to- 

as it would prove, he hoped, to 
their W ſatisfaction. While his Lord- 
ſhip was ſpeaking, he enjoyed the pro- 
ſound aſtoniſhment which appeared in the 
captain's face ; who, after he had a little 


tecovered himſelf, began a eply with great 


ſdlemnity, in which he laboured to inſinu- 
ate, in the beſt manner he could, that he 
. OO | doubted 
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doubted the truth of this relation, and that 
therefore ĩt became him to reſent the inſult 
offered him: but the Peer put an end to 
his doubts, by laying his hand on his 
breaſt, and very devoutly ſwearing, that 


he had told him nothing which he did not 


believe himſelf to be true, and aſſured him 
that a few minutes would convince him of 
the truth or falſehood of his aſſertions, as 
the lady in queſtion, would meet own at 
table. x 


4 At chis moment dinner was announced, 
and the captain entered the eating - room 
in a mixed ſtate of curioſity and apprehen- 
ſion, which, as you may ſuppoſe, inſtantly 
gave way to his moſt inexpreſſible aſtoniſh- 
ment, when he ſaw his wife and children 


ſeated at the table, in an equal ſtate of ſur- 


priſe at the fight of him: For the good 
Lord had begun his frolic, by framing 
ſome plauſible pretence to induce them to 
change their retreat in Yorkſhire for his. 
houſe in London. | 
obs... 
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4 looks of aſtoniſhment at the un- 
expected meeting of theſe worthy people, 
With the amiable and happy confuſion that 
followed, and the difficulty of getting them 
to eat any thing that was ſet before them, 
"with various other aukward circumſtances, 
that aroſe from the peculiar ſituations of 
the party, afforded all the entertainment 
to the noble Lord which he ex pected to 
dere from his whimſical arrangement. 


1 You are now, + icant Aſmodeus, 
"Oy ſufficiently acquainted with the buſineſs, 
10 reconcile what you have ſeen to your 
dun underſtanding: but the laſt act of 
this pleaſant comedy till remains to be 
performed: and as we have not time to 
Wait for the ex hibition of it, you muſt 

receiye it from my deſcription. | 
« You muſt know then, that i in le 
courſe of the evening, the noble Lord will 
apologize to his company for tranſaQing 
2 little buſineſs in their preſence with his 
2 lawyer, 
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lawyer, who will be called in to execute a 
deed, which, on hearing it read, the aſto- 
niſhed captain will perceive to be no- 
thing leſs than a ſettlement of an handſome 
proviſion on himſelf and family during 
their lives. The Peer will enjoy, with in- 
finite pleaſure, the further emotions of his 
gueſts, during the recital of this parchment; 
and, having executed it, will preſent it to 
the officer, with a requeſt that it may be 
received without any expreſſions of ac- 
knowledgement; aſſuring him, at the ſame 


time, that he ſhould not have acted as he 


had done, if he could have employed his. 
time or his money in any other way that 
could have E him more 1 
tion.“ | 


« As you contrived an admirable no- 
vel from the laſt ſtory,” ſaid Don Cleofas, 


«you might ſurely produce an excellent 
comedy from this, under the title of The 
| good Humouri. . The idea is not a bad 
one,  Teplied Aſmodeus; © but the ſpecies 
3 of 


— 


1 
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comedy that makes people cry for joy, 
and which, after all, poſſeſſes the beſt ten- 
dencies of dramatic compoſition, is not 
_ - the taſte of the preſent day. People now 
prefer to be amuſed with puns that would 
diſgrace common converſation,—to be de- 
lighted with extravagant caricatures. of 
nature, and to laugh at that grimace which, 
a few years ago, was only to be found on 
the ſtage of a mountebank. : 


But from whence proceeds that burſt 
of laughter,” ſaid Don Cleofas, which, 
while I am making the enquiry, is repeated 
with augmented violence; it appears to 

iſſue from the houſe; whoſe portico affords 

us our preſent ſituation.” © It is even 
ſo,” replied the Demon; © and in order to 

.gain a view of the party, we muſt remove 

to a ſimilar poſition on the other ſide of the 
way.” This being inſtantly effected, 


l i, I perceive,” ſaid che Count, 


« from that room which is ſo finely 
adorned with pictures, that the ſtrain of 
0 | | merri- 
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merriment proceeded; but, inſtead of a 
large company, which I expected to find, 

I ſee no more than two gentlemen, who are 
dining, to all appearance, in great luxury. 

They muſt, however, poſſeſs a very un- 
common ſhare of wit, to enliven a tete d 
tete with ſuch violent hilarity.” 


« He who ſits in the arm-chair,” replied 


Aſmodeus, and is now pouring out a 


glaſs of champagne for his companion, is 
a a man of a very ſingular character. He 


poſſeſſes infinite pleaſantry, which he has ; 


contrived to apply | in fuch a manner, as to 
make it ſtand in the ſtead of eſtate and for- 
tune. By his ſuperior convivial and col- 
loquial qualities, under the diſpoſition of 
a conſummate knowledge of mankind, he 
has contrived to be a Member of Parlia- 
ment,—to obtain a profitable place under 
Government,—to aſſociate with the fiſt 
people in the kingdom, and live in elegance 
and luxury. But this is not all ;—he will 
die in debt to half the town, leave ſome of 


hie 
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his moſt intimate friends in a ſtate of great 
embarraſſment from their engagements 
for him, and contrive, nevertheleſs, to be- 
queath his family an income of fifteen hun- 
| died pounds a year.” 

«© Then I le id the Count, 
* that the gentleman who is with him, is 
forne very confidential friend, and that they 
are both laughing at the cullibility of man- 
kind. 2 


2 « By no male” | replied FTE 
& for he himſelf is the dupe of the preſent 
moment, and has not the leaſt ſuſpicion 
that a good dinner, excellent wines, and ſo 
much wit, can be employed to pick his 
pocket. He is, in fact, a faſhionable 
Auctioneer, and has juſt been perſuaded 
to advance a large ſum of money upon the 
pictures which hang round the room, 
though three others of the ſame profeſſion 
have, at different times, been previouſly 
induced to make ſimilar advancements on 
| this 
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this valuable collection; for which, after 
all, the perſon who originally ſold them, 
has never ping W r pee 


ce Such e a "wide as this, 1s, of all 
others, the moſt dangerous to civil ſociety: 
do not mean with reſpect to the mere 
frauds practiſed on individuals, which do- 


not extend their miſchief beyond the per- 


ſons ho ſuffer by them, but from the fa- 
culty of ꝓreſerving himſelf in reputation 
and ſociety with ſo many diſgraceful im- 
putations annexed to his character, by the 
Als art of creating a laugh at his vices; 
and making them the ſubject of irreſiſtible 
jocularity.— For you may be affured, that 
the man who is able by his wit and his. 
cunning to make a notorious act of diſ- 


honeſty appear to be a good joke, is more 


hoſtile to the general intereſts of the com- 
munity, than the villain who lives by 
plunder; in theſameproportionas the moral 


| qualities of a man's heart are fuperior to. 


the guineas * carries in his purſe. 
« But 


— 
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But I muſt quit my moralizing 
ſtrain,” faid the Demon, © to requeſt your 
attention to the next houſe, where a pale, 
emaclated figure of a young man, wrapped 
up in flannels, and reclining on a ſofa, is 
making a ſickly dinner on a ſingle potatoe: 
but with all this miſerable appearance, he 
is, I aſſure you, in a ſtate of preparation to 

be married. That may be,” replied 
the Count, © but it will be to his grave; 
if there is any truth in appearances, his 
nuptial robe will be a winding-fſheet.””— 

„ You never were more miſtaken in your 
life,” anſwered the Demon; his diſorder 

is by no means deſperate, and is of ſuch a 
nature, that he muſt abſolutely be made 
worſe, in order to be made better.—He 

is really contracted to one of the fineſt wo- 
men in the kingdom, who is ſo ſuperior 

to vulgar prejudices, that, though ſhe 
knows his preſent ſufferings are the fruits 
of a long contamination with the loweſt 
proſtitutes, conſents to take him for an 
huſband; and ſends every day, in the kind- 
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eft manner poſlible, to enquire concerning 
the progreſs of his cure. The nuptials, 
therefore, are neceſſarily delayed; for, to 
tell you the truth, they will depend as 
much on the licence of the ſurgeon, as on 
that of the Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 


In the houſe adjoining, a violent 
friend to the party in oppoſition to. the 
preſent Miniſters, is giving a dinner to 
ſeveral of the leading members of it. In 


that company there are men who poſſeſs as 


great talents and as corrupt principles as 


ever were known to elevate or debaſe the 


human character.— But I ſhall take an 
opportunity to introduce you to an inti- 
mate acquaintance with them at a more 
ſuitable opportunity. At preſent, as you 
may -perceive, the ardour of ambition is 
checked, —the ſighs of patriotiſm are ſmo- 
thered, —the burthen of oppreflive taxes 
are rendered  imperceptible ;— and the 
haughty ignorance of Miniſters is ſuper- 
| ſeded by the joys of convivial ſociety. — 
Demireps 


4 
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' Demirep n Ire s of faſhion, — proſtitutes of repus 
tation. — diaries of the gaming-table,— 
and the improving topics of the horſe- 


eourſe and the fox-chace, occupy the deep 


diſcourſe. The loud burſt of laughter 


however, which has juſt eſcaped them, was 


cauſed by an honeſt country ſquire who- 


is of no party whatever, and was acciden- 


tally invited to make one of the company. 
It muſt, indeed, be acknowledged that he 
made a moſt ridiculous. blunder, and welt 

| deferves the mockery of jovial patriots; 
for he al propoſcd as a toaſt, * Long 
tee to his preſent — 


In the fult-HAoor of the next houſe, 
there: is no mirth or feſtivity; but if you 
turn your eyes to that quarter, you will ſee 
an old bachelor andꝰn very excellent man, 
who is taking his dinner by himſelf, with 
more teal ſatisfaction and virtuous con- 
tentment, than could be extracted from 
mat huge maſs of anf which * we 

vs Juſt quitted. 
« That 


— _ . 


it 


tion was no 94 made than executed 
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That gentleman is a learned, accom- 
pliſhed and worthy character. His eſtate 
is very conſiderable, and his expences very 
moderate; but the tranquil privacy of his 
life does not ariſe from any avaricious 
principle, but merely to avoid the trouble 
and reſtraint of living up to his fortune. 
When he is in town, he reſides in a lodg- 
ing, with no other attendants than a foot- 
man, and a maid-ſervant. In the country 


his eſtabliſhment is not more numerous 


than is abſolutely neceſſary for his own 
convenience. He certainly does not ſpend. 
a fifth part of his income on himſelf— 
Nevertheleſs, he thought proper, but laſt 
week, to add five thouſand pounds to 
the marriage portion of one of his nieces. 


© But we have pretty well exhauſted 
this ſtreet of its hiſtory,” ſaid Aſmodeus ; 
<« and. we will now remove, for the few 
minutes we have to ſpare on dining par- 
ties, to another ſituation.” — This propoſi- 


— - 
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and Don Cleofas found himſelf at the top 
of an houſe, which commanded an entire 
view of a tavern in the neighbourhood of 
St. een 's Square. x ' 

( 5 
een the large room, on the firſt- floor, 
continued Aſmodeus, © you ſee an aſſem- 
bly of Engliſh Baronets ; a ſpecies of 
knights whoſe honours are hereditary,— ' 
But do not ſuppoſe, I beg of you, that 
any thing like the true ſpirit of knight- 
hood animates their characters. The har- 
dihood of antient chivalry is not felt by any, 
and is even unknown to many of them.— 
No ſcheme of public benefit—no plan of 
patriotic benevolence has ſummoned them 

together. The honour of their Order, or 
naather the ſilly vanity of certain individu- 
dls of it, has produced this meeting; the 
important buſineſs of which is, to conſider 
of the mode to be employed in addreſſing 
the King, to grant theſe meritorious cha- 
rafters ſome additional mark of perſonal 

|  Jſtin&ion — They are not contented with 
a title 
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a title for themſelves, their wives, and the 
elder branches of their poſterity; —they 
do not think it ſufficient that their daugh- 
ters ſhould take place after thoſe of Peers 
of the Realm, and that their arms ſhould 
be emblazoned with' a bloody hand ; but, 
like children, who having got one bauble, 
inſtantly cry for another, they are idly 
ambitious of obtaining permiſſion to wear 
the bloody hand encircled in a ſtar, on 
their coats, or to dangle in the form of a 
medallion from a ribband, on their waiſt- 
coats. However, for the credit of the Or- 
der, not a tenth part of thoſe who poſſeſs 
. it, are concerned in forwarding theſe ſilly 
pretenſions ; and they who are moſt eager 


in the buſineſs, are chiefly thoſe of modern 
creation. 


ce The knight who is now ſtammering 

out a ſpeech on the occaſion, obtained his 
title in the following manner :—A former 
Miniſter being continually perſecuted by- 
a perſon who had been of ſome uſe to him, 
IF . . for 


- 
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for a remuneration of bis ſervices, at 
length told him, that there was no other 
immediate poſſi bility of ſatisfy ing him, 
unleſs he would accept of a Baronet's pa- 
tent: but as honours alone will not ap- 
| Peaſe an hungry ſtomach, or pay a taylor's 
bill, or diſcharge the rent of a lodging, 
the poor man remonſtrated in a very earn- 
eſt manner, on the impropriety of ſuch a 
donation; when he was informed that a 
blank was left for the name, and that he 
might diſpoſe of the title to the beſt bid · 
der. The worthy gentleman whom [I 
have juſt pointed out to you, eager to ad- 
vance his rank in ſociety, gave fifteen hun- 
dred pounds to fill the blank with his 
name.”  * And very probably, inter- 
rupted Don Cleofas, © he does not think 
that he has had enough for his money.” — 
At all events, replied the Demon, ** he 
has better grounds to go upon than thoſe 
who have received their title as a perſonal 
favour from their Sovereign, or to whom 
it has deſcended from their anceſtors.— 
6b RS > ES | ; „ 


18 


But 


C 


3 | * e 2 
But, after af; the petty ambition of theſe 


good people muſt content itſelf with 
their preſent fituation ;. for after having 


been very generally laughed at by the ſen-" 
ible part of mankind, they will not be 
able to get another drop from the fouti- 
tain. of honour, to quench the third? of ; 
their ridiculous YOON 


« Look into the room,” aid ie De. 
mon, on the ground-floor, where three- 


gentlemen, who' have finiſhed their dinner, 


are drinking toaſts to patriotiſm, and 
whatever is ſuperior in beauty: But this 
is not the object of their meeting; — the 
youngeſt of the three, who is juſt come to 
a large eſtate, is to be enlivened by Bur- 

gundy out of his precaution cards will. 


then be propoſed—and he will, in the end, 


pay five hundred pounds for the ae 
able 


« I ſhall conclude this branch of our 
excurſion,“ continued Aſmodeus, . with 
Vol., II. "Ak deſi: 
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deſiring you to obſerve a little party in | 
the adjoining room, which conſiſts of a 
town-bred man of faſhion, who has a place 
at Court, and a reſpectable country gen- 
| tleman. The former paſſed two months 
during the laſt ſummer, at the ſeat of the 
latter in a diſtant county, where he, his 
\ ſervants and his horſes, were entertained 
in plenty, and with a cordial welcome :— 
And in return for all this civility, he has 
invited his country friend, who is come to 
town on buſineſs, to a tavern dinner, for 
which he will allow him to pay half the 
reckoning. 


The worthy qui ire will, as you may 
ſuppoſe, quit London with very unfayour- - 
able impreſſions of its hoſpitality, and a 
full determination that this gentleman, at 
leaſt, ſhall never be again invited to par- 
take of that which. he nas always practiſed 
in the country. SEE | 


6 But 
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ce But this is a time of the evening, 
obſerved the Demon, © when other ob- 
jets are ready to preſent themſelves to 
our obſervation ;. we will, therefore, if 
your Lordſhip's curioſity does not demand 
repoſe, proceed to a review of them.” — 
The Count did not heſitate a moment in 
in expreſſing a defire to continue the in- 
ſtructive progreſs ; and they immediately 
took their flight t to another Pr. of 
the town: 


END or VOL, u. 


